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Our Mission
is to treat the whole child, 
not just the cancer.
Each patient has a team of treatment 
specialists to address any cancer- 
related issues, whether they are 
medical, psychological or develop-
mental. Treatments are designed for 
minimal interference to your child�s 
normal routine. Because a familiar 
face means so much to a child, 
they will see the same physician 
throughout their treatment. Patients 
and families always know who �their� 
doctor is. We also make sure that 
life after cancer is the best it can be. 
Follow-up programs monitor and 
manage any side effects of cancer 
or its treatments. Counseling and 
support groups help the parents and 
the child overcome any fears and 
concerns.

At the Children’s Cancer  
Hospital, kids rule–not cancer.
We wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contact us at 713-792-5410
8:00 a.m. � 5:00 p.m. (M�F)

and after hours at 713-792-7090
Request the On-call 

Pediatric Oncology Attending

We’re on the Web!

PEdIatRIc CELL ThERapY • • • •
Applying biotherapy to cure childhood cancer

from serious bleeding when we are injured, 
and immune cells or white blood cells that 
prevent and eradicate infections. A healthy 
bone marrow is something most of us don�t 
think about, but without it, the world is a 

dangerous place for we would be vulnerable 
to infectious and need transfusions to keep 
up blood counts. It is these progenitor cells 
that are infused when a child (or adult) 
undergoes bone marrow transplantation.

continued on page 2

Members of the Cell Therapy team, Laura Worth, M.D., Demetrios  
Petropoulos, M.D. and Laurence Cooper, M.D. meet with one of the 
Children�s Cancer Center Hospital�s young patients.

T he Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant 
program at M. D. Anderson is under 
new leadership. In early 2006,  

Laurence Cooper, M.D., Ph.D., joined  
the faculty from the City of Hope  
National Cancer Center.

This is an exciting time for  
Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant 
(BMT) and Dr. Cooper�s recruitment 
re�ects the changing times our 
patients live in. One of these changes 
is the new name of �Cell Therapy� 
given to the transplant program. 

Our Cell Therapy Program is built 
on the foundation that we can deliver 
high doses of chemotherapy and 
radiation to eradicate cancer and can 
rescue these fragile children using 
infusions of blood-derived progenitor 
cells. However, today M. D. Anderson 
uses BMT to do accomplish much 
more, which bodes well for tomorrow�s 
treatments and successes.

�Progenitor cells� are specialized 
cells that we all have, literally from 
the moment we are born. These cells 
have special regenerative properties 
that can restore health to a child who 
has received therapy or who suffers 
from a blood disorder. The progenitor 
cells are themselves blood cells and are 
usually found in our bone marrow  
where they go about the important  
business of making red blood cells so we 
don�t become anemic, platelets to stop us 




