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Alumni and Faculty Association on the move

The M. D. Anderson Alumni and 
Faculty Association has a new 

home, new energy and new vision.
The association, formerly part of 

the Office of Physician 
Relations, is now part 
of the Department of 
Trainee and Alumni 
Affairs, which used to be 
known as the Office of 
Trainee Support Services.

Toya Candelari, 
Dr.P.H., recently was 
appointed to the new 
position of associate 
vice president for trainee 
and alumni affairs. In this 
role, she will oversee two 
new functions, including 
leadership responsi-
bilities for the Alumni and 
Faculty Association.

Candelari has contracted with a 
consultant, who will lead the stra-
tegic planning efforts of the steering 
committee in February.

“I am thrilled about the chal-
lenges that accompany the new 
functions associated with Alumni 
Affairs,” Candelari says. “We hope  
to offer greater benefits and incen-
tives to former faculty and educa-
tional trainees to reconnect with 
M. D. Anderson. This renewed and 
strengthened relationship will benefit 
both the alumni and M. D. Anderson 
and result in the growth of our Alumni 
Association.”

The M. D. Anderson Alumni and 
Faculty Association office is located 

at Houston Main Building 16.156. For 
assistance with association activities, 
contact Sharon Pepper, manager  
of student and alumni affairs, at  

 (713) 563-9194.
Naoto Ueno, M.D., 

Ph.D., associate pro-
fessor of blood and 
marrow transplantation, 
continues as chair of 
the Alumni and Faculty 
Association.

Candelari also will 
lead the creation of a 
Student Affairs Office, 
which will serve and 
provide resources to 
students in the School  
of Health Sciences and 
students appointed 

at M. D. Anderson as 
graduate research assis-

tants from the UT Graduate School 
of Biomedical Sciences. This new 
office is critical for compliance with 
the criteria set forth by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools, 
which will be the accrediting body of 
the School of Health Sciences.

Candelari assumed leadership 
of students and trainees in 2001 
as director of the former Office of 
Student and Trainee Resources. Over 
a five-year period, the groups have 
grown 64 percent to more than 3,600 
students and trainees.

The office later reorganized as 
Trainee Support Services. Candelari 
led a major restructuring of the 
department’s organization and  

management. She created 
ombudsman functions and griev-
ance and conflict resolution proce-
dures, revitalized the postdoctoral 
association, revised dozens of educa-
tion policies, and created or revised 
important forums and orientations for 
students and trainees.

Candelari will continue to serve as 
M. D. Anderson’s trainee ombudsman, 
a function that Trainee Support 
Services began offering in 2002.

Watch for new benefits and 
services as the association gains new 
funding and strength.

Distinguished Alumnus
Ryuzo Ohno, M.D., receives  
M. D. Anderson’s Distinguished 
Alumnus Award from Margaret 
Kripke, Ph.D., executive vice presi-
dent and chief academic officer. 
Ohno, president of Aichi Cancer 
Center in Nagoya, Japan, was 
honored in November. See page 
2 for details.

Toya Candelari, Dr.P.H.
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450 alumni, faculty, guests attend Houston dinner

Approximately 450 alumni, faculty 
and guests attended the Third 

Houston M. D. Anderson Alumni 
Dinner, sponsored by the Alumni and 
Faculty Association. The event was 
held Oct. 30 at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel.

In his opening remarks,  
M. D. Anderson President John 
Mendelsohn, M.D., committed his 
full support to the association. He 
encouraged attendees to e-mail him 
(jmendelsohn@mdanderson.org) if 
they have suggestions on ways to 
improve the association.

Following welcomes from Naoto 
Ueno, M.D., Ph.D., chair of the Alumni 
and Faculty Association, and Adan 
Rios, M.D., a member of the steering 
committee, Roy Herbst, M.D., Ph.D., 
associate professor in Thoracic/Head 
and Neck Medical Oncology, 

presented the mini-lecture “Targeting 
Growth and Angiogenic Pathways.”

Attendees enjoyed dinner and 
dancing, with music provided by 
Rosalia from Havana, Cuba.

This educational program was 
supported by unrestricted edu-
cational grants from Genentech, 
Novartis, AMGEN and the Adan A. 
Rios Foundation.

The idea of holding a dinner 
meeting for Houston-area alumni was 
conceived by Rios. He felt it would 
provide an opportunity to share 
information about M. D. Anderson’s 
research activities and for commu-
nity physicians and researchers to 
reconnect with current faculty and 
trainees. Rios has played a major role 
in the establishment of relationships 
and education among alumni in the 
Houston area.

During the Houston M. D. Anderson 
Alumni Dinner, Roy Herbst, M.D., Ph.D., 
discusses “Targeting Growth and 
Angiogenic Pathways.”

Dr

Ohno presents Distinguished Alumnus Lecture

Ryuzo Ohno, M.D., president of 
Aichi Cancer Center in Nagoya, 

Japan, presented M. D. Anderson’s 
Distinguished Alumnus Award Lecture 
to a standing-room-only crowd  
Nov. 11 in Hickey Auditorium.

Ohno credits stimulating 
training at M. D. Anderson in 
the late 1960s with showing him 
the correct way to conduct 
clinical cancer research. Today, 
he is known throughout the 
world for clinical trials that have 
improved the outlook for adult 
patients with leukemia.

Ohno’s two full days of 
activities at M. D. Anderson 
included his afternoon lec-
ture, “Future Drug Therapy of 
Cancer: Lessons Learned From 
Leukemia,” and evening award 
presentation during the Faculty 
Honors Convocation.

Important contributions 
of M. D. Anderson faculty 
members also were recognized 

during the convocation. Award 
recipients were:
•  Faculty Scholar Awards — Georg 

Halder, Ph.D., Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology; Dimitrios 
Kontoyiannis, M.D., Infectious 

Ryuzo Ohno, M.D., discusses “Future Drug Therapy of 
Cancer: Lessons Learned From Leukemia.”

Diseases; Jeffrey Morris, Ph.D., 
Biostatistics and Applied Math-
ematics.

•  Faculty Achievement Awards 
— Basic Research: Rakesh Kumar, 
Ph.D., Molecular and Cellular 

Oncology; Cancer Prevention: 
Bogdan Czerniak, M.D., Ph.D., 
Pathology; Clinical Research: 
Gabriel Lopez-Berestein, M.D., 
Bioimmunotherapy; Education: 
Eva Singletary, M.D., Surgical 
Oncology; Patient Care: Chusilp 
Charnsangavej, M.D., Diag-
nostic Radiology.
•  Alfred G. Knudson Jr. 

Outstanding Dissertation 
Award — Sandeep Dayal, 
Ph.D. His faculty advisor was 
William Klein, Ph.D., chair of 
Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology.
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Thomas Matney, Ph.D., is a retired 

distinguished professor of bio-
medical sciences at The University 
of Texas School of Public Health at 
Houston and emeritus member of the 
UT Graduate School of Biomedical  
Sciences at Houston faculty. His 
career included an appointment  
at M. D. Anderson in the 1960s.

In what area did you work at  
M. D. Anderson?

In 1962, I was invited to join the 
Biology Department by Dr. Felix Haas, 
who was the department head at 
the time. I served as an associate 
professor of biology and associate 
biologist until 1969. During most of 
that time, I also was an associate 
member of the graduate faculty for 
the GSBS.

What roles did you fill with the 
GSBS and School of Public 
Health?

In 1963, University of Texas Ph.D. 
students doing their research dis-
sertations at M. D. Anderson had 
taken their course work on the main 
campus in Austin. I got permission 
from the Microbiology Department 
in Austin to offer a graduate course 
in microbial genetics for them in 
Houston. The course was offered in 
the large lecture room on the first 
floor of the Dental Branch building. 
This course preceded the establish-
ment of the GSBS. Transfer of credit 
to the students’ parent schools was 

done by having a faculty friend in 
each school sign up the students for 
a special project — the project being 
to attend the course and meet all 
the requirements. Upon completion, 
I wrote the faculty member a note 
telling what grade I would have 
given the student had they been 
duly registered for the course. Later, I 
became the second associate dean 
in the history of GSBS and served 
at the pleasure of four deans from 
1969 to 1978. At the School of Public 
Health, I became the Convener of 
the Environmental Sciences and 
member of the Faculty Affairs Com-
mittee in 1996 until 2001. I chaired the 
FAC for the last four years.

During that time, how did you col-
laborate with M. D. Anderson?

During the early 1970s I formed a 
carpool in which I did all the driving. 
It included Dr. Robert Hickey, the 
executive director of M. D. Anderson 
and a top surgeon. Dr. Hickey liked 
my driving so much that in a con-
versation with Dr. Dick Eastwood, 
director of the Texas Medical Center, 
he had me assigned to drive their first 
vanpool. I drove TMC Vanpool #1  
for 13 years. During these trips,  
Dr. Hickey and I discussed many 
issues that affected both the GSBS 
and M. D. Anderson. We became 
close friends. I knew that everything 
of importance would make its way 
to Dr. R. Lee Clark, M. D. Anderson’s 
president. I spent several years on an 

advisory committee responsible for 
setting up the Research Division at 
the Science Park near Smithville. I 
also spent some years as a com-
munity member on M. D. Anderson’s 
Biosafety Committee, during which 
time I was part of an investigation 
that led to the replacement of 
open-face hoods with biosafety 
hoods in the pharmacy for the 
preparation of antineoplastic drugs. 
The work received an award from 
the American Association of Hospital 
Pharmacists. 

How have you given back to 
the GSBS and School of Public 
Health?

I recently established an endowed 
professorship in environmental and 
genetic sciences at the GSBS, which 
is meant to reward faculty who are 
active members of both the GSBS 
and the School of Public Health. I also 
wanted to set an example for other 
faculty, that even someone like me 
could find the resources to do this 
for the future of the schools and the 
faculty.

What’s your relationship with the 
Alumni and Faculty Association?

I’m a charter member of the 
association and recently have been 
asked to be part of the steering com-
mittee. I’m looking forward to helping 
however I can to build on the success 
of the group.

Drezek among top investigators
Rice University bioengineer Rebekah Drezek, Ph.D., a former  

M. D. Anderson trainee and Odyssey Fellowship recipient, was named to 
the 2004 list of the world’s 100 Top Young Investigators by Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology’s Technology Review magazine. 

The annual list recognizes individuals younger than 35 whose innova-
tive research in technology has a profound impact on today’s world. 
Drezek’s research in nanobiotechnology and biophotonics aims to 
develop net technologies for women’s health with a current focus on 
detection, diagnosis and monitoring of breast, ovarian and endometrial 
cancer.

Thomas Matney, Ph.D.,
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Branching out 
M. D. Anderson collaborations take root abroad

Not only was Monroe Dunaway 
Anderson part of a large family 

— he was the sixth of eight children 
— but the institution that carries his 
name now has several “siblings” of its 
own.

These new “sister” institutions 
are located far from Houston or the 
Jackson, Tenn., birthplace of the 
cancer center’s namesake. They 
reside in such cities as Seoul, South 
Korea, and Villejuif, France, and are 
part of a broad share-and-learn 
strategy involving some of the world’s 
top cancer programs.

“We have the determination, 
values and tools to play a leading 
role in eliminating cancer on a global 
scale,” says Thomas Brown, M.D., vice 
president for extramural programs. 
“We are seeking to expand the reach 
of our mission by building relation-
ships with premier academic, health 
care and government entities that 
share our vision and to help develop 
an important international dimension 
to our academic programs.”

Welcoming our sisters
One form of partnership is a 

“sister” institution alliance: a mutually 
beneficial relationship in which  
interested faculty from both institu-
tions define areas of collaboration. 
M. D. Anderson’s diverse faculty, 
many of whom are from various 
regions of the world, are enthusiastic 
about opportunities to work with 
international colleagues.

Among sister institutions are:
•  Albert Einstein Hospital in Sao 

Paulo, Brazil
•  Clinica Alemana in Santiago, 

Chile
•  Fudan University Cancer Hospital 

in Shanghai, China
•  Peking Union Medical College 

Cancer Hospital in Beijing, China
•  Sun Yat-Sen University Cancer 

Center in Guangzhou, China
•  Tata Memorial Centre in Mumbai, 

India
•  Institut Gustave Roussy in Villejuif, 

France
•  St. Luke’s International Hospital in 

Tokyo, Japan
•  Samsung Medical Center in Seoul, 

South Korea

The sister institution approach 
helps with educational exchanges, 
medical conferences and collabora-
tive research projects.

“We want to emphasize research 
that can lead to a better under-
standing of cancer by identifying the 
contributing genetic, environmental, 
lifestyle and social factors, and how 
those factors influence differences  
in cancer incidence and death  
rates around the world,” says 
M. D. Anderson President John 
Mendelsohn, M.D.

Assembling an extended 
family

M. D. Anderson has other types of 
collaborative relationships. Some are 
similar to the sister institution alignments 
but without formal signed agreements. 
Others are more formal arrangements 
in which M. D. Anderson provides 
activity oversight. They include:
•  Peking University Health Science 

Center in Beijing, China
•  All India Institute of Medical  

Sciences in New Delhi, India
•  American British Cowdray Hospital 

in Mexico City, Mexico
•  Centro Nacional de Investiga-

ciones Oncológicas in Madrid, 
Spain

There also is a range of additional 
collaborations between  
M. D. Anderson faculty and indi-
viduals from international academic 
institutions

M. D. Anderson is expanding to ensure that patients 
receive the most effective care in the most up-to-

date facilities.
Opening in 2005 are a new Ambulatory Clinical 

Building, Cancer Prevention Building, Mitchell Basic Sci-
ences Research Building and South Campus Research 
Building and Conference Center. A new Proton Therapy 
Center will open in 2006.

“This is a historic moment for M. D. Anderson and all 
those we serve,” M. D. Anderson President John Men-
delsohn, M.D., said during a dedication ceremony for 

the Ambulatory Clinical Building and Cancer Prevention 
Building. “As the demand for cancer care and research 
increased, we simply outgrew our main campus. These 
new buildings allow us to meet the growing demand for 
research-driven patient care and move us further in our 
mission of Making Cancer History.”

Current M. D. Anderson faculty can learn more about 
the new facilities on the Building Connections intranet  
site at inside.mdanderson.org/departments/growth. 
Alumni can access information on the Internet at  
www.manderson.org/departments/newconst.

New patient care, research buildings opening

Thomas Brown, M.D.

Ambulatory Clinical Building
(ACB)

http://www.mdanderson.org/departments/newconst
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Centro Oncológico M. D. Anderson 
International España is part-

nering with Spain’s most prestigious 
cancer research institution and 
medical school to form a national 
cancer program in that country.

Led by M. D. Anderson Inter-
national España, Centro Nacional 
de Investigaciones 
Oncológicas and Uni-
versidad Complutense 
de Madrid, the national 
cancer program will 
enable scientists and  
clinicians to share 
knowledge more 
directly, speeding 
the transfer of cancer 
research from the 
laboratory to the patient 
bedside.

John Mendelsohn, 
M.D., president of  
M. D. Anderson, joined 
Mariano Barbacid, 
Ph.D., director of CNIO; 
Carlos Hernández Gil, M.D., president 
of M. D. Anderson International 
España; and Angel Nogales, M.D., 
dean of the faculty of medicine 
at Universidad Complutense, in 
announcing the new program Nov. 
23 in Madrid. It took place during an 
M. D. Anderson-CNIO symposium on 
translational research.  

In planning for three years, the 
national cancer program represents 
an innovative public and private 

Spanish national cancer program 
announced

bipartisan effort, involving the highest 
levels of Spanish federal and regional 
governments, Spain’s Department 
of Defense and Universidad Com-
plutense. Spain’s Vice President 
Maria-Theresa de la Vega was instru-
mental in facilitating the plan. Of 
the 17 Spanish Autonomous Regions 

(states), three have 
already signed agree-
ments to participate. 
They include Madrid, 
Castilla-La Mancha 
and Castilla y León.

“M. D. Anderson is 
enormously proud to be 
a part of this defining 
moment in Spain’s 
health care history. This 
new model is driven 
by a singular purpose: 
to give all Spanish 
cancer patients access 
to state-of-the art 
research on cancer 
treatment, to the most 

advanced therapies, and to the most 
compassionate and knowledgeable 
approaches to high-quality patient 
care,” Mendelsohn says.

According to Thomas Brown, M.D., 
vice president for extramural pro-
grams, “this new partnership unites 
world-class academic and medical 
institutions in an unparalleled inter-
national effort that is exclusively 
focused on tackling cancer in Spain 
and globally.”

When Naoto Ueno, M.D., 
Ph.D., travels to his native 

Japan, it’s not unusual for him to 
stop by St. Luke’s International 
Hospital in Tokyo to discuss  
business with colleagues.

Ueno, associate professor  
of blood and marrow trans- 
plantation and chair of the  
M. D. Anderson Alumni and 
Faculty 
Associa-
tion, has a 
leadership 
role in the 
sister institu-
tion alli-
ance with 
St. Luke’s 
Interna-
tional Hos-
pital and 
business 
develop-
ment initia-
tives in Japan. The overall goal 
is to promote multidisciplinary 
cancer care.

“Through interactions with our 
physicians, nurses, pharmacists 
and others, we’re demonstrating 
to faculty and staff at St. Luke’s 
how we communicate and work 
together with different disci-
plines,” Ueno says.

This has led to plans for a mul-
tidisciplinary ambulatory treat-
ment center at St. Luke’s, where 
chemotherapy now is primarily 
delivered in an inpatient setting. 
Other initiatives include pos-
sible joint clinical trials involving 
patients at both institutions and 
development of a referral system 
that could send some St. Luke’s 
patients to M. D. Anderson for 
treatment.

“Japan is a technologically 
advanced country in many 
ways,” Ueno points out. “Devel-
oping a strong relationship with 
St. Luke’s may allow mutual 
benefit for research as well as 
patient care.

A global  
exchange

Ambulatory Clinical Building
(ACB)

Mitchell Basic Sciences Research 
Building

Naoto Ueno, 
M.D., Ph.DJohn Mendelsohn, M.D
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New Gastrointestinal Cancer book available

Clinicians around the world look to M. D. Anderson for 
guidance in cancer care. A series of books produced by 
M. D. Anderson faculty provides useful information to help 
medical professionals diagnose and treat cancer. The 
third volume in the M. D. Anderson Cancer Care Series, 

“Gastrointestinal Cancer,” has just 
been published. It describes for physi-
cians how M. D. Anderson diagnoses, 
screens and treats gastrointestinal 
cancer. The book is edited by Jaffer 
Anjani, M.D.; Steven Curley, M.D.; 
Nora Janjan, M.D.; and Patrick Lynch, 
M.D., J.D. The book, which includes 
400 pages and 20 chapters, retails 
for $59.95. Current M. D. Anderson 
faculty and staff, as well as members 
of the M. D. Anderson Alumni and 
Faculty Association, can purchase 

the book at a 30 percent discount. To order a copy, see 
the special form included in this issue.

Eight trainees receive excellence awards
In response to the M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty 

Association’s call for letters of acceptance, 32 trainees 
applied for travel funds to present abstracts at national or 
international meetings of professional societies. From that 
group, eight trainees were selected to each receive a

$500 Trainee Excellence Award:

• Todd Bauer, M.D., Surgical Oncology

•  Ivone Bruno, B.S., M.S., Endocrine Neoplasia and 
Hormonal Disorders

• David Hong, M.D., Medical Oncology

•  Madhuri Kango-Singh, Ph.D., Biochemistry and  
Molecular Biology

• Hui-Wen Lo, Ph.D., Molecular and Cellular Oncology

• Pamela Soliman, M.D., Gynecologic Oncology

• Anna Timanova-Atanasova, Ph.D., Molecular Genetics

•  Shuling Zheng, M.D., Molecular Genetics/Cancer 
Genetics

Trainee Excellence Awards are made possible by the 
Alumni and Faculty Association’s Education Fund, which 
is comprised of private donations from association mem-
bers. All private contributions are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. Call (713) 794-1955 for details on 
how to donate to the Education Fund.

Odyssey Fellows announced
The Odyssey Program was created to encourage 

the newest generation of cancer researchers to take 
advantage of resources offered by M. D. Anderson and to 
explore novel areas of clinical or basic cancer research. 

Nine outstanding junior and senior postdoctoral fellows 
at M. D. Anderson have been selected as 2005 Odyssey 
Fellows and Special Fellows.

Odyssey Fellows:

• Hagit Dafni, Ph.D., Experimental Diagnostic Imaging; 
mentor: Sabrina Ronen, Ph.D.

•  Diego Lorenzetti, Ph.D., Immunology; mentor: Miles 
Wilkinson, Ph.D.

Odyssey Special Fellows:

•  Krishna Bhat, Ph.D., Pathology; mentor: Kenneth 
Aldape, M.D.

•  Fei Gao, Ph.D., Cancer Genetics; mentor: Vicki Huff, 
Ph.D.

•   Madhuri Kango-Singh, Ph.D., Biochemistry and  
Molecular Biology; mentor: Georg Halder, Ph.D.

•  Maria Kouvaraki, Ph.D., Gastrointestinal Medical 
Oncology; mentors: Douglas Evans, M.D., James Yao, 
M.D.

•  Shishir Shishodia, Ph.D., Experimental Therapeutics; 
mentor: Bharat Aggarawal, Ph.D.

•  Hiroyuki Yoshida, Ph.D., Molecular Therapeutics; mentor: 
Honama Naora, Ph.D.

•  Guliang Wang, Ph.D., Carcinogenesis; mentor: Karen 
Vasquez, Ph.D.

The next deadline for applications to this program is 
April 1. A notice of intent is due by March 18. For more 
information on the Odyssey Program, call 713-792-4861.

Publication awards presented
Each year, the Odyssey Program recognizes the contri-

butions of postdoctoral fellows and their research publica-
tions. These are highly competitive awards for research 
conducted as a postdoctoral fellow at M. D. Anderson 
and published within the past year in a high-impact 
journal. Kwai Wa Cheng, Ph.D., Molecular Therapeutics, 
has received the 2004 Altana Pharma Outstanding Publi-
cation Award. Cheng, a former Odyssey Program Fellow, 
received the honor for his paper published in Nature Medi-
cine, “RAB25 Small GTPase Determines Aggressiveness 
of Ovarian and Breast Cancers.” His mentor was Gordon 
Mills, Ph.D. In addition, two other papers published in 
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
received the Odyssey Program Outstanding Research 
Publication Award:

•  Guliang Wang, Ph.D., Carcinogenesis, “Naturally 
Occurring H-DNA-Forming Sequences Are Mutagenic 
in Mammalian Cells”; mentor: Karen Vasquez, Ph.D.

•  Yutaka Kondo, M.D., Ph.D., Leukemia, “Chromatin 
Immunoprecipitation Microarrays for Identification of 
Genes Silenced by Histone H3 Lysine 9 Methylation”; 
mentor: Jean-Pierre Issa, M.D.
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Luka Milas, M.D., Ph.D., deputy head 
for translational research in Radia-
tion Oncology at M. D. Anderson, 
received the 2004 Gold Medal Award 

from the 
American 
Society of 
Therapeutic 
Radiology 
and 
Oncology 
for lifetime 
meritorious 
achieve-
ments in 
translational 
research. 
Milas has 

devoted much of his career to 
researching basic tumor biology and 
refining clinical radiation oncology. 
He has made significant contributions 
to understanding the interactions 
between tumor and hosts for both 
primary tumors and metastasis. He 
has greatly contributed to treatment 
strategies that increase therapeutic 
efficacy of radiation therapy, notably 
combined treatment modalities.

Lewis Foxhall, M.D., associate vice 
president for health policy, was 
elected vice 
president of 
the American 
Cancer Society, 
Texas Division, 
Board of Direc-
tors. He has 
been an active 
ACS leadership 
volunteer the 
past 10 years 
in Houston and 
at the division 
and national 
levels. He also is 
an active volunteer on cancer issues 
with the Texas Medical Association, 
Physician Oncology Education Pro-
gram and the Texas Cancer Council.

In addition to being ranked as the 
nation’s top cancer hospital in U.S. 

News & World Report’s 2004 “America’s 
Best Hospitals” survey, M. D. Anderson 
was recognized twice during the past 
year as a top place to work. The insti-
tution was chosen one of Houston’s 
“Best Places to Work” as a result of 
the 2004 Houston Business Journal 
survey. M. D. Anderson ranked No. 10 
among employers with more than 
500 employees. Also, M. D. Anderson 
ranked among the best places in 
the United States for postdoctoral 
fellows to work, according to a 
survey conducted by the journal The 
Scientist. M. D. Anderson ranked sixth 
in the survey.

John Mendelsohn, M.D., president of 
M. D. Anderson, received the 27th 
annual Bristol-Myers Squibb Freedom 
to Discover Award for Distinguished 
Achievement in Cancer Research. 
Selected by an independent panel 
of peers, he was recognized for his 
long-time leadership role in cancer 
education, research and treatment 
and for his pivotal discoveries into 
inhibiting cancer cell growth. Men-
delsohn was the first to conceptualize 
that therapeutic agents could block 
the activation of specific receptors 
on the surface of cells that control 
cancer cell proliferation and func-
tion, leading to the development of 
targeted cancer therapies.

Margaret Kripke, Ph.D., executive 
vice president and chief academic 
officer, received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the 
American Society for Photobiology. 
The award recognizes the illustrious 
career of a senior researcher whose 
work has significantly advanced any 
of the research areas encompassed 
by the ASP. The honor is given only 
when the ASP Council agrees on a 
suitable candidate. This is only the 
10th such award presented.

John Madewell, M.D., chief of the 
Musculoskeletal Section in Diagnostic 
Imaging, was one of three 2004 
recipients of the American Roentgen 

Ray Society’s 
highest 
award, 
the Gold 
Medal for 
Distinguished 
Service to 
Radiology. 
Madewell is 
a professor 
of radiology 
and director 
of clinical 
radiologic 
operations for the new Ambulatory 
Clinical Building.

The University of Texas System Board 
of Regents appointed Margaret 
Spitz, M.D., chair of Epidemiology, 
and Robert Bast Jr., vice president 
for translational research, to Distin-
guished University Chairs. The first 
woman in the UT System to receive 
this distinction, Spitz was honored 
with the Olga Keith Wiess Distin-
guished University Chair for Cancer 
Research. Bast was named the Harry 
Carothers Wiess Distinguished Univer-
sity Chair for Cancer Research. The 
Distinguished University Chair is the 
highest level of endowed position 
within the UT System. The only other 
Distinguished University Chair holders 
at M. D. Anderson are Waun Ki Hong, 
M.D., Samsung Distinguished Univer-
sity Chair in Cancer Medicine, and 
Stanley Hamilton, M.D., Frederick F. 
Becker Distinguished University Chair 
in Cancer Research.  

Kathleen Sazama, M.D., J.D., 
professor of laboratory medicine, 
recently completed a year-long  
term as president of the American 
Association of Blood Banks. In this 
role, she helped ensure that the 
AABB played a leading role in 
making blood and related biological 
therapies available in hospitals and 
emergency treatment centers. She 
has been an association member 
since 1979 and has held several 
leadership positions, including vice 
president and treasurer.

Luka Milas, M.D., Ph.D

John Madewell, M.D.

Lewis Foxhall, M.D.
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e-mail: alumni@mdanderson.org

onferencesC ventsE&onferences ventsEC &
•  Feb. 26 — Phage Genetics, 

Matrix Biology, Development and 
Cancer: A Special Symposium 
Honoring the Scientific Career of 
Benoit de Crombrugghe 
Hickey Auditorium, M. D. Anderson

•  March 4-5 — BMT 2005: Stem Cells 
and Transplantation for Cancer 
and Hematologic Diseases 
Hickey Auditorium, M. D. Anderson

•  March 18-20 — 2nd Annual 
Conference on Cancer Symptom 
Mechanisms and Treatment of 
Cancer-Related Symptoms 
Intercontinental Hotel, Houston

•  April 7 — Mike Hogg Award 
Lecture and Reception 
Hickey Auditorium, M. D. Anderson

•  April 16-20 — American Associa-
tion for Cancer Research Annual 
Meeting 
Anaheim, Calif.

•  May 14-17 — American Society of 
Clinical Oncology Annual Meeting 
Orlando, Fla.

•  May 27 — Trainee Recognition Day 
and Research Exposition 
Hickey Auditorium, M. D. Anderson

For an online listing of other events, visit www.mdanderson.org/mdacalendar

Be sure to visit the M. D. Anderson Web site: www.mdanderson.org

The Associate Connection
M. D. Anderson Alumni and  
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www.mdanderson.org/departments/

andersonassoc
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David Berkowitz

Kelley Moore
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©2005 The University of Texas
M. D. Anderson Cancer Center

http://www.mdanderson.org/
mailto:alumni@mdanderson.org
http://www.mdanderson.org/mdacalendar
http://www.mdanderson.org/departments/andersonassoc


alumni and faculty association

m. d. anderson cancer care series:
gastrointestinal cancer

Current M. D. Anderson faculty and staff and members of the Alumni and Faculty Association may
purchase Gastrointestinal Cancer for 30% off the $59.95 list price. Return this form for your copy.

Ajani et al. Gastrointestinal Cancer (ISBN 0-387-22090-9)

____ Number of copies at $41.97 each
        (30% off the $59.95 list price)

Total:
Subtotal $__________

Tax $______________ (8.25% NY State Sales tax)

Shipping $___________($5.00 first book, $1.00 each additional)

Total $_____________

Method of payment:
∗∗ Check
∗∗ Visa               ∗∗ Mastercard

Credit Card No:

Expiration Date:

Signature:

∗∗ American Express               ∗∗ Discover

Shipping Address: Billing Address:

Please fax this order form to 713-792-7895 (Attn: Sharon Pepper) and allow 3-4 weeks for processing.
If paying by personal check, mail your check (payable to Springer) plus this order form to:
The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center, Alumni and Faculty Association,
Unit 165, 1515 Holcombe Blvd., Houston, TX  77030.

Questions? Please call 713-794-1955 or send e-mail to spepper@mdanderson.org.
Thank you for your order.

mailto:spepper@mdanderson.org
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