


Why did you choose to train at M. D. Anderson?
Having obtained my predoctoral training from a 

top children’s cancer research hospital (St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital), I knew I had to do 
my postdoctoral training at a top cancer research 
hospital.

How long was your fellowship here?
Five years.

What was the topic of your dissertation?
Mitotic checkpoint genes in cancer.

What is your particular area of focus?
My research focuses on the molecular 

mechanisms underlying prostate cancer 
progression and health disparity.

Describe your experience at M. D. Anderson.
While at M. D. Anderson, I had many opportunities 

for career development. I was encouraged to attend 
conferences, meetings, and seminars that enhanced my 
network and research collaborations. In addition, I was 
able to serve as a member of the Postdoctoral Association 
Steering Committee and faculty Postdoctoral Advisory 
Committee. This was a great experience, as I was able to 
connect with fellow postdocs and work to create an even 

better environment for career advancement for postdocs. 
I was also able to interact with faculty, allowing me to 
establish a support group that I could draw on for my 
research success.

What is the most signi�cant thing you have learned 
during your time here?

To stay focused on research that addresses the most 
relevant questions. I am very inquisitive and tend to want to 
answer every question; my mentors reinforced the idea of 
addressing the most critical questions.

What do you plan to do next?
I am working on obtaining grant funding while 

simultaneously working to publish data. It is hard to balance.

What is your long-term career goal?
My long-term career goal is to become a tenured 

professor at an academic institution, where I can teach 
and perform research. Research and teaching are both 
challenging and rewarding. Through my training, I have 
gained the knowledge and skills necessary to become 
not only a successful research scientist, but also a noble 
educator. I am able to effectively teach others how to dissect 
and discern biological mechanisms and identify solutions to 
problems. I want to do work that will ignite and inspire others 
to love science and become great cancer researchers.

Trainee spotlight: Loleta Harris researches prostate cancer
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specializing in bladder cancer.

U.S. News names M. D. Anderson 
top cancer hospital
M. D. Anderson has been named the top hospital in 
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This is the fourth time in six 
years and the second year in 
a row that M. D. Anderson has 
achieved the lead ranking. It has 
ranked as one of the top two 
hospitals for cancer care for 19 
years, since the survey began in 
1990.

Specialties earning U.S. News 
rankings include ear, nose and 
throat (4); urology (9); and 
gynecology (16).

“The survey data collected by 
U.S. News and World Report is 
a complement to the wide range 

of quality and safety data that we collect independently 
to measure, monitor, and constantly improve hospital and 
clinic operations and the patient experience,” said  
M. D. Anderson President John Mendelsohn, M.D.

The rankings are based on a survey of board-certified 
physicians across the nation; patient data; and a mix of 
care-related factors such as nurse-to-patient ratios, current 
technologies, and services available to patients and the 
community.

Louisiana hospital joins Cancer 
Manager program
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available to patients in the New Orleans area.

East Jefferson General Hospital is one of only seven 
health care systems in the country to provide services 
under the M. D. Anderson Cancer Manager program, 
which is delivered exclusively through M. D. Anderson 
Physicians Network. The program provides cancer 
patients with access to more than 100 detailed regimens 
for the diagnosis and treatment of almost every type and 
stage of cancer.

East Jefferson has 29 physicians identified for their 
excellence who are either credentialed or undergoing 
the credentialing process by M. D. Anderson Physicians 
Network. Credentialed physicians will have access to  
M. D. Anderson’s expertise via regularly scheduled video 
conferencing with colleagues here.

The hospital joins six other Physicians Network 
affiliates:

• �Covenant Health System (four hospitals); Knoxville, 
Tenn.

• Providence Hospital; Mobile, Ala.
• Sacred Heart Health System; Pensacola, Fla.
• Saint Francis Medical Center; Cape Girardeau, Mo.
• Southeast Georgia Health System; Brunswick, Ga.
• �Spartanburg Regional Medical Center; Spartanburg, 

S.C.
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Annual Alumni Dinner set for Oct. 18

Planning is under way for the Seventh Annual Houston 
Anderson Alumni Dinner, which will take place Saturday, Oct. 18, 
at 7 p.m., at the J.W. Marriott Hotel, 5150 Westheimer, in Houston.

Representatives from the American Red Cross will attend the 
dinner as part of a fundraising effort for that group. Including a 
charitable organization at the annual dinner is a practice the  
M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association initiated in 2007, 
with the inclusion of the Houston Food Bank.

To make a reservation to attend, contact Sharon Pepper, 
program manager in Trainee and Alumni Affairs, at spepper@
mdanderson.org or 713-563-9194.

Faculty Scholar Award recipients named
Recognizing early-career demonstration of outstanding 

scholarly abilities and their dedication to M. D. Anderson’s mission 
areas, five M. D. Anderson faculty members have been named 
2008 Faculty Scholar Award recipients.

Chosen from a group of 16 nominees, each will receive a three-
year award that includes a salary supplement and an allotment to 
support his or her research, clinical, or academic activities.

The 2008 Faculty Scholar Award winners are:
• �Andreas Bergmann, Ph.D. ; associate professor, 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
• �Guillermo Garcia-Manero, M.D. ; associate professor, 

Leukemia
• �Amy Heimberger, M.D. ; associate professor, Neurosurgery
• �Xin Lin, Ph.D. ; associate professor, Molecular and Cellular 

Oncology
• �Xuetong Shen, Ph.D.; associate professor, Carcinogenesis

This year’s class of honorees will be recognized during the 
Faculty Honors Convocation Nov. 20. They join more than 30 past 
award recipients recognized for excellence in research, patient 
care, cancer prevention and education since establishment of the 
award in 1998.

Make nominations for M. D. Anderson awards
Three prestigious M. D. Anderson honors, the Distinguished Alumnus 

Award, the Distinguished Faculty Alumnus Award and the Mike Hogg 
Award, are given based on nominations received from alumni.

• �The 2009 Distinguished Alumnus Award will be presented 
in November 2009 in conjunction with the Faculty Honors 
Convocation. Candidates include people who trained at  
M. D. Anderson in an organized program for at least six months 
and subsequently have made distinguished contributions 
to their respective fields. The alumnus must have left  
M. D. Anderson at least five years before the award date. 
Current faculty members are not eligible.

• �The 2009 Distinguished Faculty Alumnus Award is a new 
honor that will recognize a former M. D. Anderson faculty 
member. The honor differs from the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award, which recognizes former trainees.

• �The Mike Hogg Award is presented to Nobel Prize recipients 
who are still active in research. It is one of M. D. Anderson’s 
longest-standing awards, having first been presented in 1959. 
The award is presented at an annual award ceremony, lecture, 
and reception sponsored by the Mike Hogg Board and the  
M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association.

To make a nomination for one of the awards, send information 
about the nominee to the following address, designating the 
appropriate award on the envelope and the information.

M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association
Department of Trainee and Alumni Affairs-Unit 1427
M. D. Anderson Cancer Center
1515 Holcombe Blvd.
Houston TX 77030

Combined M. D. Anderson department 
focuses on genetics

M. D. Anderson’s Departments of Cancer 
Genetics and Molecular Genetics merged 
recently to become the Department of 
Genetics, under the direction of Guillermina 
(Gigi) Lozano, Ph.D., who has been appointed 
chair of the new basic science research 
department.

Cancer Genetics and Molecular Genetics 
focused respectively on genetic mechanisms 
involved in cancer formation and spread, and 
genetic models that identify critical events in 

basic processes such as stem cell renewal and development.
Lozano has been chair of Cancer Genetics since 2006 and 

last year accepted the position of chair ad interim of Molecular 
Genetics.

Pituitary Tumor Program expands in 
Endocrine Neoplasia and Hormonal Disorders

M. D. Anderson’s Department of Endocrine Neoplasia 
and Hormonal Disorders has expanded its Pituitary Tumor 
Program. Steven Sherman, M.D., is department chair and Steven 
Waguespack, M.D., is program director.

The program’s members comprise endocrinologists 
knowledgeable in managing pituitary disease, neurosurgeons with 
extensive experience, and colleagues in Neuro-Radiology, Neuro-
Ophthalmology, Neuro-Pathology and Radiation Oncology.

The multidisciplinary team provides care to patients with all 
types of pituitary disorders, treating those with new diagnoses 
and recurrent pituitary tumors, as well as patients who need long-
term follow-up care related to disorders.

Register with Alumni Quest to reconnect  
with peers around the world

Contact information for more than 700 alumni has been 
acquired since a campaign began several months ago to locate 
former faculty members and trainees.

For this purpose, alumni are defined as former faculty members 
or educational trainees who have been employed as a faculty 
member or have trained for six months or more at M. D. Anderson.

If you are an M. D. Anderson alumnus or if you know of others 
who are, forward any contact information via e-mail to Sharon 
Pepper, program manager in Trainee and Alumni Affairs, at 
spepper@mdanderson.org, or call her at 713-563-9194.

The M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association requests 
that a current mailing address be provided. The office, however, 
will accept any contact information, even limited data regarding an 
alumnus’ whereabouts or current workplace.

Guillermina 
Lozano, Ph.D.
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Waun Ki Hong, M.D., head of Cancer Medicine at  
M. D. Anderson, has been named by President George 
W. Bush to the National Cancer Advisory Board. Hong 
will serve a six-year term through March 9, 2014. The 
board advises, assists, and makes recommendations to 
the secretary of the Department of Health and Human 
Services and the director of the National Cancer 
Institute. Other M. D. Anderson faculty members who 
have held this appointment are Robert Hickey, M.D.; 
Frederick Becker, M.D.; Louise Strong, M.D.; and Ralph 
Freedman, M.D., Ph.D.

Karen Fields, M.D., has been appointed vice president 
for global academic programs at M. D. Anderson. She 
oversees the planning, development, and management 
of academic relationships and programs. She most 
recently served as president and chief executive officer 
of the Cancer Therapy and Research Center in San 
Antonio, where she was appointed a clinical professor 
in medicine at The University of Texas Health Science 
Center at San Antonio. She previously held several 
positions at the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and 
Research Institute in Tampa, Fla. 

Geert Blijham, M.D., an M. D. Anderson alumnus, 
serves as president and chief executive officer of 
University Medical Center Utrecht, the second largest 
hospital in The Netherlands. He has held the position 
since 1998. He joined the hospital in 1992 as professor 
and chief of medicine and medical oncology. A fellow 
in Developmental Therapeutics in 1979-80, he studied 
under Emil Freireich, M.D., director of Special Medical 
Education Programs; Robert Benjamin, M.D., chair of 
Sarcoma Medical Oncology; Gabriel Hortobagyi, M.D., 
chair of Breast Medical Oncology; and Michael Keating, 
M.D., professor in Leukemia.

Robert Benjamin, M.D., is the recipient of the 2008 
Nobility in Science Award by the Sarcoma Foundation 
of America, an organization dedicated to increased 
research funding and advocacy for sarcoma. The  
M. D. Anderson faculty member is chair of Sarcoma 
Medical Oncology. He holds the P.H. and Fay E. 
Robinson Distinguished Professorship in Cancer 
Research.

Joseph Nates, M.D., associate professor in Critical 
Care at M. D. Anderson, has been named president 
of the Texas Chapter of the Society of Critical 
Care Medicine. The SCCM is the only professional 
organization devoted exclusively to the advancement 
of multiprofessional critical care medicine through 
excellence in patient care, education, research and 
advocacy.

U pcoming events

• �Aug. 23-26: M. D. Anderson Physicians Network 
Fourth Annual Symposium 
Boston Marriott Long Wharf

• �Aug. 28: Psychiatrist-Musician Richard Kogan, M.D., 
in Concert 
M. D. Anderson

• �Sept. 9: Women Leading the Way Lecture Series 
With Virginia Valian, Ph.D. 
M. D. Anderson

• �Sept. 22-27: Comprehensive Board Review in 
Hematology and Medical Oncology 
M. D. Anderson

• �Oct. 18: Houston Anderson Alumni Dinner 
J.W. Marriott Hotel, Houston

• �Oct. 30-Nov. 1: 61st Annual Symposium on Cancer 
Research Systems Biology of Cancer 
M. D. Anderson

• �Nov. 20: Distinguished Alumni and Faculty Honors 
Convocation 
M. D. Anderson

For more information, go to http://www.mdanderson.org/
conferences.

Karen Fields, M.D.

Geert Blijham, 
M.D.

Robert Benjamin, 
M.D.

Joseph Nates, 
M.D.

Waun Ki Hong, M.D.

If you have an achievement you’d like to include in Milestones, e-mail it to alumni@mdanderson.org or mail it to: 
M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association; Department of Trainee and Alumni Affairs-Unit 1427;  
M. D. Anderson Cancer Center; 1515 Holcombe Blvd.; Houston TX 77030.

Visit Alumni and Faculty Association 
at new address

The M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association 
has moved to the following address:

M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association
Pickens Academic Tower
FCT 7.500, Unit 1427
1400 Pressler St.
Houston TX 77030

The association’s phone, e-mail, fax and Internet 
addresses remain the same. Check the contact 
information below for more details.


