






M ilestonesM
Bharat Aggarwal, Ph.D., professor 
in Experimental Therapeutics at 
M. D. Anderson, has received the 
first McCormick Institute Research 
Award at the annual meeting of the 
American Society for Nutrition. The 
award is presented to an investigator 
conducting research that contributes to 
understanding potential health benefits 
of culinary herbs and spices.

Varsha Gandhi, Ph.D., professor  
in Experimental Therapeutics at  
M. D. Anderson, has been named chair 
of the Drug Discovery and Molecular 
Pharmacology Study Section, National 
Institutes of Health, Center for Scientific 
Review.

Rhonda Jacob, D.D.S., professor  
in Head and Neck Surgery at  
M. D. Anderson, has completed her 
term as the 90th president and first 
female president of the Academy of 
Prosthodontics.

Valarae Lewis, M.D., chief ad interim of 
Orthopaedic Oncology at M. D. Anderson, 
has been elected to the board of the 
American Orthopaedic Association.

Mary Martel, Ph.D., professor in 
Radiation Physics at M. D. Anderson, has 
received the Presidential Recognition 
Award from the Society of Pediatric 
Radiology.

Lois Ramondetta, M.D., associate 
professor in Gynecological Oncology at 
M. D. Anderson, has received the 2008 
National Minority Cancer Awareness 
Week Community Award to recognize 
her for contributions to eliminating health 
disparities in cancer outreach and cancer 
education.

U pcoming events

• �Nov. 20: Distinguished Alumni and Faculty Honors 
Convocation 
M. D. Anderson

• �Dec. 5-7: First International Inflammatory Breast 
Cancer Conference 
M. D. Anderson, Hotel Derek, Houston

• �Jan. 23-25, 2009: 7th Hands-on Ultrasound Guided 
Regional Anesthesia Workshop 
M. D. Anderson

• �Feb. 6-7, 2009: Internal Medical Issues in Cancer 
Survivors 
M. D. Anderson

• �Feb. 12-14, 2009: Interventional Pulmonology in 
Cancer Patients 
M. D. Anderson

For more information, go to http://www.mdanderson.org/
conferences.
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If you have an achievement you’d like to include in Milestones, e-mail it to alumni@mdanderson.org or mail it to: 
M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association; Department of Trainee and Alumni Affairs-Unit 1427;  
M. D. Anderson Cancer Center; 1515 Holcombe Blvd.; Houston TX 77030.

Abdulla Salahudeen, M.D., professor 
in General Internal Medicine-Ambulatory 
Treatment and Emergency Center at 
M. D. Anderson, is the 2008-2009 
president-elect of the American 
Federation for Medical Research.

Cheryl Walker, Ph.D., professor in 
Carcinogenesis at M. D. Anderson, has 
been named vice president of the Society 
of Toxicology.

Leonard Zwelling, M.D., professor  
of medicine and pharmacology at  
M. D. Anderson, has been named one of 
eight Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Health Policy fellows. He is spending 
a year in Washington, D.C., in a unique 
residency program for midcareer medical 
professionals, participating in the national 
health policy process and working closely 
with key legislative committees and 
leaders. He is the first M. D. Anderson 
faculty member to be selected for the 
fellowship.


