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or more than 50 years,  
M. D. Anderson has provided 

training and awarded certiþcates in 
the allied health þelds. Now, through 
the School of Health Sciences, the 
institution is able to award baccalau-
reate degrees in seven allied health 
professions, and certiþcates in one 
other.

Since M. D. Anderson received 
degree-granting status from the 
UT System, Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board and Texas 
Legislature for the 2000 academic 
year, the number of students enrolled 
each year has increased from 
approximately 35 to 70. Beginning 
in the fall of 2005, two new degree 
programs, molecular genetics 
technology and diagnostic imaging, 
will be added to the schoolõs 
curriculum.

òOur allied health programs offer 
opportunities for students to obtain 
formal academic training and 
credentials at a top institution at a 
time when the nationwide need for 
these professionals is growing,ó says 
Michael Ahearn, Ph.D., dean of the 
School of Health Sciences.

Current areas of study offered by 
the school include: clinical laboratory 
science (medical technology), 
cytogenetic technology, 
cytotechnology, histotechnology, 
medical dosimetry and radiation 
therapy.

M. D. Anderson performs more than 
5 million cytogenetic, histologic or 
other laboratory tests and more than 
200,000 radiation therapy procedures 

each year, from 
the relatively 
uncomplicated to the 
highly specialized. 
This ensures that 
School of Health 
Sciences faculty can 
provide students with 
a comprehensive 
education that 
includes the 
entire spectrum of 
laboratory testing and 
radiation treatment 
procedures.

The schoolõs 
graduates enter the 
job market with a 
wide range of skills and knowledge 
and routinely score in the top 25 
percent on the national certiþcation 
exams. Upon graduation and 
certiþcation, they are routinely 
recruited by leading health care 
organizations throughout the United 
States.

The students, as well as 12 full-
time faculty and 52 adjunct faculty 
members, are enjoying the School 
of Health Sciencesõ new classroom 
facility on the fourth ÿoor of the 
Houston Main Building. The area 
formerly housed the UT School of 
Nursing at Houston.

òThis new area has allowed all of 
the schoolõs programs to be housed 
under one roof for the þrst time,ó 
Ahearn says. òNot only can the 
faculty effectively share resources 
between the programs but, in this 
setting, we also are able to offer 

students a variety of support services 
for the þrst time, such as the Student 
Affairs Ofþce coordinated by the 
Department of Trainee and Alumni 
Affairs.ó

The Student Affairs Ofþce will 
provide a range of resources and 
services to enhance the learning 
experience for students in the 
School of Health Sciences and the 
UT Graduate School of Biomedical 
Sciences. A career development 
seminar series for students recently 
was launched by the ofþce, and 
programs are being developed for 
mentoring, tutoring and wellness.

Interest in the School of Health 
Sciences continues to grow. More 
than 250 applications already have 
been received for limited positions 
available in the new academic year 
starting Sept. 1.
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leven M. D. Anderson clinical 
and postdoctoral fellows recently 

received fellowship awards to be used 
in furthering their studies. The donor-
speciþc awards were given to cover 
expenses such as research supplies, 
small equipment, research-related 
travel, educational materials and 
professional development.

Trainee and Alumni Affairs began  
soliciting nominations in September 
2004. Faculty members submitted 
nominations for trainees they 
mentored; nominators then presented 
the awards to the trainees they 
nominated who were chosen to 
receive fellowships.

òThe process was even more highly 
competitive than the þrst award 
process in 2003,ó says Toya Candelari, 
Dr.P.H., associate vice president for 
trainee and alumni affairs.

The awards are to be used within a 
one-year period. At the conclusion of 
that period, recipients will be asked to 
submit a one-page summary of the 
research the award helped to fund. 
The information will be submitted to 
donors, so they are informed about 
how their funding was used.

Fellowship recipients are:

Å  Began Gopalan, Ph.D., Jay 
and Lori Eisenberg Endowed 
Fellowship

Å  Cheng Yin, M.D., Ph.D., Kimberly 
Patterson Fellowship in Leukemia 
Research

Å  Claudia Schroeder, Ph.D., A. 
Lavoy Moore Endowment Fund

Å  Timothy Pawlik, M.D., Del and 
Dennis McCarthy Fellowship in 
Experimental Surgery

Å  Charles Landen, M.D., Del and 
Dennis McCarthy Fellowship in 
Experimental Surgery

Å  Dejka Steinert, M.D., Connie and 
Jim Walter Fellowship in Sarcoma 
Research

Å  Kristy Richards, M.D., Ph.D., Janice 
Davis Singletary Fellowship for 
Lymphoma Research

Å  Qi Liu, M.D., Janice Davis 
Singletary Fellowship for 
Lymphoma Research

Å  Bryan Hennessy, M.D., Jesse 
H. Jones Fellowship in Cancer 
Education

Å  David Hong, M.D., Jesse H. Jones 
Fellowship in Cancer Education

Å  Brian Slomovitz, M.D., Jesse H. 
Jones Fellowship in Cancer 
Education

 D. Anderson ranks among 
the best places in the United 

States for postdoctoral fellows to work, 
according to the third annual survey 
conducted by the journal The Scientist.

In the survey, M. D. Anderson ranks 
11th in the top overall results among 
U.S. institutions. The survey includes 
lists of academic institutions and non-
U.S. institutions.

This marks the second year in a row 
that M. D. Anderson ranks among the 
top 15 U.S. institutions.

The Scientist conducted an 
online survey of more than 40,000 
readers who identiþed themselves as 
nontenured life scientists working in 
academia or other noncommercial 
research institutions.

A total of 3,533 readers from 769 
institutions responded to assess their 
postdoc experience. The journal 
evaluated the 125 U.S. institutions 
and 66 non-U.S. institutions that 
were listed in þve or more responses. 
Readers were asked to critique 
areas such as their institutionõs 
quality of training, information about 
career opportunities, quality of 
communication within laboratories, 
quality of mentoring and level of 
funding.

Other questions were related to 
departments and people, including 
principal investigators of studies, 
laboratory colleagues, departmental 
environment, networking, family and 
personal life, compensation and 
recreation.

òWeõre gratiþed to receive this 
recognition by our postdoctoral 
fellows, and weõll continue to look for 
ways to enhance the postdoctoral 
experience at M. D. Anderson,ó says 
Toya Candelari, Dr.P.H., associate 
vice president for trainee and alumni 
affairs. A total of 463 postdocs work 
at M. D. Anderson.

Twelve of the U.S. top 15, 
including M. D. Anderson, have a 
postdoctoral ofþce, association 
or adviser to help raise awareness 
of postdoctoral fellowsõ needs 
and improve communication 
between postdoctoral fellows and 
administrators.

Goals of the M. D. Anderson 
Postdoctoral Association are to:

Å  Develop a sense of community 
among postdoctoral fellows.

Å  Provide a forum to communicate 
information and address relevant 
issues.

Å  Promote dialogue among 
postdoctoral fellows, 
administration and faculty 
members.

Research fellow Maribel 
Tirado-Gomez, M.D., works with 
Gabriel Lopez-Berestein, M.D., 
of Experimental Therapeutics.
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pening of the 
South Campus 

Research Building I 
in April 2003 set in 
motion plans for 
expansion of  
M. D. Andersonõs 
research programs in 
the new UT Research 
Park on the South 
Campus. A cluster 
of six facilities is 
planned, forming an 
Institute for the Early 
Detection and Treat-
ment of Cancer.

The aim of the institute is to discover 
ways to identify abnormal genes 
and proteins present in cancer 
and curtail their activities in ways 
that will result in new methods of 
predicting, preventing, and treating 
or managing the disease.

òWe are approaching the 
expansion of our research in a 
novel way,ó says President John 
Mendelsohn, M.D. òFor the most 
part, scientiþc investigators here 
and at other academic medical 
institutions are grouped together by 
departments deþned by disciplines. 
At the UT Research Park, there is an 
emphasis on assembling, in smaller 
buildings, faculty from many different 
departments who share a particular 
research focus. This will create a 
highly collaborative environment for 
scientiþc discovery.ó

Buildings representing six 
translational research programs 
will make up the new institute. Two 
already are in place, two more are 
under construction and two others 
are being planned:

Å  The 
Cancer Metastasis Research 
Center, led by Isaiah Fidler, Ph.D., 
D.V.M., chair of Cancer Biology, 
is located in the R.E. òBobó Smith 
Research Building.

Å 
The Center for Cancer 

Immunology Research, under the 
direction of Yong-Jun Liu, M.D., 
Ph.D., chair of Immunology, is 
located in SCRB I.

Å  
 Scheduled to open later 

this year, SCRB II will be home 
to the new Kleberg Center 
for Molecular Markers, led by 
Gordon Mills, M.D., Ph.D., chair of 
Molecular Therapeutics.

Å
 In the planning stages, 

SCRB III will provide space for 
the new Center for Advanced 
Biomedical Imaging Research, 
led by Juri Gelovani, M.D., Ph.D., 
chair of Experimental Diagnostic 
Imaging.

Å 
 Planning also has begun 

for SCRB IV, which will house the 
new Center for Targeted Therapy. 
Recruitment for a director is 
under way.

Å   ñ Already 
under construction is the Proton 
Therapy Center, equipped by 
Hitachi Corp. and directed 
by James Cox, M.D., head 
of Radiation Oncology. It is 
scheduled to open in 2006.

These six buildings will share a 
conference facility and cafeteria, 
which will help bring together 
laboratory researchers and 
physicians and stimulate discussion 
and collaboration. When completed, 
the UT Research Park will house 
approximately 25 percent of  
M. D. Andersonõs research activities, 
according to Mendelsohn. It is 
anticipated that other facilities will be 
constructed, many involving further 
collaboration with companies.

Construction continues on the South Campus 
Research Building II and conference center.

Among the key goals in  
M. D. Andersonõs Strategic Vision 
for 2005-2010 is to increase mission-
driven collaborations and outreach. 
Two new initiatives ñ CancerPro 
and myMDAnderson for Physicians 
ñ are helping achieve that with 
community physicians.

In response to focus group 
feedback, the Ofþce of Physician 
Relations recently launched 
CancerPro, an online newsletter 
designed to provide an additional 
link between M. D. Anderson and 
community physicians.

The newsletter provides timely 
information and highlights  
M. D. Andersonõs advances in 
cancer prevention and treatment, 
clinical research, unique programs, 
clinical trials, upcoming events, 
faculty members, new services and 
more.

To learn more about CancerPro, 
visit the Web site at www.mdan-
derson.org/publications/cancerpro.

myMDAnderson for Physicians is a 
new secure and personalized Web 
portal designed to enhance patient 
referral and improve communica-
tion between community physicians 
and M. D. Anderson.

Based on extensive input from 
community physicians and  
M. D. Anderson faculty and staff,  
myMDAnderson for Physicians has 
been designed to facilitate access 
to the best course of treatment 
for cancer patients, as well as to 
provide information and services  
to support clinical practice. 
Intended users include all commu-
nity physicians who refer patients to 
M. D. Anderson or provide follow-up 
care.

The pilot will run through this 
spring; full development is expected 
throughout the rest of the year. 
For more information, contact the 
Ofþce of Physician Relations at  
(713) 792-2202
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he M. D. Anderson Alumni and 
Faculty Association has come a 

long way in 35 years.
The þrst reunion of M. D. Anderson 

alumni took place May 23, 1970, at 
the time of the Tenth International 
Cancer Congress in Houston. 
Approximately one year later, the þrst 
formal meeting of the M. D. Anderson 
Alumni Association was held in 
conjunction with M. D. Andersonõs 
Annual Symposium on Fundamental 
Cancer Research.

Twenty-þve members attended that 
initial meeting on March 3, 1971, which 
was chaired by Alando Ballantyne, 
M.D., a professor of surgery who was 
the institutionõs þrst resident in 1947. 
However, momentum slowed and the 
association remained inactive from 
1971 until it was re-established in 1983 
as the M. D. Anderson Associates.

William Derrick, M.D., who 
established the Department of 
Anesthesiology at M. D. Anderson, 
led the inaugural meeting as chair of 
the group in July 1983.

The organizationõs key goals have 
always been to foster fellowship and 
communication among current and 
former faculty and trainees around 
the world, and to increase national 
and international awareness of  
M. D. Anderson through educational 
and networking activities.

Now known as the M. D. Anderson 
Alumni and Faculty Association, 

the organization has grown during 
the past 22 years from about 400 
members to nearly 4,500 faculty and 
trainees.

The Department of Trainee and 
Alumni Affairs, which now oversees 
the association, is assessing current 
member beneþts and activities 
with the intent to improve them. As 
a result, bylaws will be updated to 
reÿect these changes.

With the input of association 
members, proposed initiatives 
include:

Å  Dedicating space in the Cancer 
Prevention Building for an 
alumni donor recognition wall, 
to acknowledge signiþcant 
þnancial gifts made by members 
of the Alumni and Faculty 
Association.

Å  Updating the associationõs 
brochure to reÿect the new 
administrative management by 
Trainee and Alumni Affairs.

Å  Updating the online alumni 
member database to ensure 
more complete record-keeping.

Å  Developing a brief video to 
update current faculty, fellows 
and alumni on Trainee and 
Alumni Affairs, fellow and trainee 
programs, and the future role of 
alumni at M. D. Anderson.

Å  Developing a quarterly 
presentation series, titled 
òPractical Approach to 
Multidisciplinary Care,ó to 
share with retired faculty and 
community physicians the 
latest medical and scientiþc 
developments at M. D. Anderson.

In addition, starting with the 
summer issue, this newsletter will 
have a new name, a new look and 
will arrive in your mail box in a new 
manner. Each issue will be placed 
inside Conquest, M. D. Andersonõs 
award-winning quarterly magazine 
that highlights the institutionõs 

achievements and expertise in 
cancer patient care, research, 
education and prevention.

Alando Ballantyne, M.D., a professor of 
surgery, chaired the initial meeting of the  
M. D. Anderson Alumni Association in 1971.
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oya Chandra, Ph.D., an assistant 
professor in Pediatrics at  

M. D. Anderson, is the new chair-
elect for the Alumni and Faculty 
Association. Her term will begin 
September 2006, replacing Naoto 
Ueno, M.D., Ph.D., who has served as 
chair since 2003.

Up to now, what has been your 
role with the association?

I began serving on the Steering 
Committee in late 2003. Since then, 
Iõve served on the Travel Awards 
Subcommittee and chaired the 
Receptions Subcommittee. One 
of our charges was to implement 
donation guidelines for receptions 
hosted by various departments at 
national conferences that are par-
tially sponsored by the Alumni and 
Faculty Association. Also, long ago, 
when I was a graduate student in the 
Department of Cancer Biology, I was 
on the receiving end of beneþts from 
the association and received a travel 
award to attend a conference on 
apoptosis in Europe.

What will be your goals as chair?
My main responsibility will be to 

ensure that we are accomplishing our 
goal of strengthening bonds between 
alumni and the institution. The Alumni 
and Faculty Association is composed 
of a diverse group of individuals, in 
terms of training and background. 
Our alumni are loosely deþned as 
individuals who have spent at least 
six months at the institution, as well 
as former and current faculty. This 
includes medical fellows, graduate 
students, postdoctoral fellows and 

School of Health Sciences graduates. 
One of our challenges is to unite these 
diverse alumni under the umbrella 
of one alumni association and make 
them feel connected to the institution. 
In upcoming months, we will better 
deþne our mission and identify steps to 
achieve our mission and purpose. 

I also serve on the GSBS Alumni 
Association and will chair that group 
next year. Like myself, many GSBS 
alums also are M. D. Anderson alums. 
I hope we can combine resources 
to jointly address the needs of this 
subgroup. Steps towards this are 
already under way, with formation 
of the Joint Student Affairs Council, 
which Dr. Toya Candelari chairs; 
members of the GSBS and myself also 
are members. A few other upcoming 
changes are a new name and format 
for the newsletter, easier access to the 
alumni Web site and alumni directory, 
and invitations to M. D. Anderson 
conferences for alumni.  

What is the associationõs value?
I feel the Alumni and Faculty  

Association is a great resource for 
M. D. Anderson. Former trainees are 
proud to have trained at one the 
countryõs premier cancer centers. The 
institution has been critical in their 
scientiþc and medical training, so itõs 
logical to assume they want to remain 
connected to M. D. Anderson. Our 
medically trained alums are prac-
ticing oncology throughout the world 
and represent an enormous resource 
for collaboration. Referrals from these 
individuals also are valuable. From 
laboratory-trained alums, we also 
have the opportunity to collaborate 

with individuals who are spread across 
the globe and who have a broad 
range of scientiþc expertise. This sort 
of collaboration might lead to oppor-
tunities to apply for funding across 
institutions.  

What are your research interests?
My key research interests are oxida-

tive stress and apoptosis in the context 
of experimental therapeutics. We 
currently are evaluating several bio-
logically targeted agents for leukemia 
that are in preclinical development.  

My research interests were shaped 
greatly by my time at M. D. Anderson 
as a trainee. Since graduate school, 
when I trained under Dr. David 
McConkey in the Department of 
Cancer Biology, Iõve been interested 
in apoptosis induction in leukemia 
cells. With the help of our collabora-
tors, Dr. Michael Keating, Dr. Michael 
Andreeff and Dr. Emil Freireich, I was 
afforded the opportunity to use cells 
isolated from leukemia patients for 
these studies. That unique experience 
sparked my interest in translational 
research. During my two postdoctoral 
fellowships, I didnõt encounter an 
environment in which the relative 
ease of conducting translational 
studies was comparable. Now that Iõm 
in the Division of Pediatrics, our work is 
inclusive of pediatric leukemia model 
systems. I continue to collaborate with 
adult leukemia investigators, and my 
research receives funding from the 
Leukemia SPORE awarded to  
M. D. Anderson.  

Shine Chang, Ph.D., a former assistant professor in the Department of Epide-
miology at M. D. Anderson, is focusing on issues related to postdoctoral fellows 
in her role as associate director of program evaluation and career develop-
ment for the Ofþce of Preventive Oncology at the National Cancer Institute.

Chang is lead author on a paper, òAdapting Postdoctoral Training to Inter-
disciplinary Science in the 21st Century: The Cancer Prevention Fellowship 
Program at the National Cancer Institute,ó which was published in the March 
2005 issue of Academic Medicine.

Joya Chandra, Ph.D.
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M. D. Anderson will recognize and exhibit the excellent 
research of its trainees May 27 during the annual Trainee 
Recognition Day and Research Exposition.

Sponsored by the M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty 
Association, the competition will feature platform 
presentations and poster sessions followed by a reception. 
This year, for the þrst time, a separate category of awards 
will be presented to graduate students.

A total of 169 abstracts have been submitted by 
graduate students and fellows. Cash awards will be 
presented in basic science research and translational 
research for graduate research assistants, and in basic 
science research, clinical/translational research and 
patient-oriented research for fellows.

Activities will be held 7 a.m.-4 p.m. in Hickey Auditorium 
and foyer on Floor 11 of the Main Building (Clark Clinic). 
For more information, contact Sharon Pepper at (713) 
563-9194.

Trainee Excellence Awards have been granted by the  
M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association to four 
trainees who made presentations during medical or 
scientiþc meetings of professional societies between July 1, 
2004, and Feb. 28, 2005. Each receiving $500 awards are:

Å  Georgios Georgakis, M.D., Lymphoma/Myeloma; 
Anas Younes, M.D., mentor.

Å  Kevin Sanders, M.D., Ph.D., Radiation Oncology; 
Thomas Guerrero, M.D., Ph.D., mentor.

Å  Thomas Shellenberger, M.D., Head and Neck Surgery; 
Gary Clayman, M.D., D.D.S., mentor.

Å  Cameron Yin, M.D., Ph.D., Hematopathology;  
Dan Jones, M.D., Ph.D., mentor.

Eight additional $500 awards will be presented later this 
year. The awards are made possible by the Alumni and 
Faculty Associationõs Education Fund, which is comprised 
of private donations from association members.

All private contributions are tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law. Call Sharon Pepper at (713) 563-9194 for 
details on how to donate to the Education Fund.

For the second year in a row, M. D. Anderson is the top 
recipient in both number of grants awarded and total 
grant funding from the National Cancer Institute. For Fiscal 
Year 2004, the institution received 235 grants totaling 
approximately $107.2 million.

For years, the institution has ranked as the leader in 
number of NCI grants received. The past two years, it also 
has led the nation in total funding received. In FY03,  
M. D. Anderson received 208 grants totaling approximately 
$98 million.

Funding from NCI has grown 209 percent from FY95, 
when M. D. Anderson received $34.7 million.

Paul Nurse, Ph.D., Nobel Laureate and president of The 
Rockefeller University in New York City, presented the 2005 
Mike Hogg Award Lecture April 7 at M. D. Anderson. He 
spoke on òCell Cycle Controló to an overÿow crowd of 
approximately 500.

The award ceremony, lecture 
and reception were sponsored by 
the Mike Hogg Board and the  
M. D. Anderson Alumni and 
Faculty Association. 

Nurse shared the 2001 Nobel 
Prize with Leland Hartwell, Ph.D., 
and R. Timothy Hunt, Ph.D. The 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine recognized the three 
scientists for advancing scientiþc 
understanding about the 
biological process by which cells 
make copies of themselves, both 
in health and in diseases such as cancer.

Nurseõs basic research focuses on the molecular 
machinery that drives cell division.

The Veterinary Sciences facility in Bastrop, Texas, was 
renamed the Michale E. Keeling Center for Comparative 
Medicine and Research during a dedication ceremony 
Feb. 1. President John Mendelsohn, M.D., and Stephen 
Tomasovic, Ph.D., vice president for academic affairs, 
were on hand to dedicate the facility.

The new name honors the memory and contributions 
of Michale Keeling, D.V.M., who died in a car accident 
in December 2003. Keeling was the only director of the 
department since it opened in 1975.

Nearly 50 years to the day when M. D. Anderson 
opened its þrst pediatric inpatient unit, the UT System 
Board of Regents approved renaming our comprehensive 
clinical and support program for children and 
adolescents.

Now called The Childrenõs Cancer Hospital at The 
University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center, the new 
name approved in February reÿects the range of clinical 
and support services offered through the outpatient 
clinic, inpatient hospital unit and social and recreational 
facilities. The new name brings together programs and 
care offered in the George E. Foreman Pediatric and 
Adolescent Inpatient Unit, the Robin Bush Child and 
Adolescent Clinic and Kimõs Place.

Paul Nurse, Ph.D.
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Gabriel Hortobagyi, M.D., chair of 
Breast Medical Oncology at  
M. D. Anderson, has been elected to 
become president of the American 

Society of 
Clinical 
Oncology 
for a one-
year term 
beginning 
in June 
2006. He 
will take 
ofþce as 
president-
elect during 
ASCOõs 
41st annual 

meeting in May in Orlando. He has 
been a member of ASCO since 1977. 
Other honors received by Hortobagyi 
during the past year include: First 
Umberto Veronesi Award for the 
Future Fight Against Breast Cancer, 
Second Interamerican Breast Cancer 
Conference in Cancun, Mexico; Hun-
garian Academy of Sciences, external 
member-medical sciences section; 
M. D. Andersonõs Jeffrey A. Gottlieb 
Memorial Award; Lifetime Award for 
Excellence, 21st Annual Miami Breast 
Cancer Conference.

BioMedical Insights Inc., a health care 
consulting þrm, recently named three 
M. D. Anderson faculty members as 
thought leaders in their respective 
þelds in nine new oncology Thought 
Leader Reports. The company sur-
veyed a national sample of hema-
tologist/oncologists and medical 
oncologists. Based on about 600 
survey responses, national and local 
thought leaders, also known as key 
opinion leaders, were ranked for each 
tumor type. Recognized were:
Å  James Abbruzzese, M.D., chair of 

Gastrointestinal Medical Oncology, 
pancreatic cancer

Å  Gabriel Hortobagyi, M.D., chair of 
Breast Medical Oncology, breast 
cancer

Å  Maurie Markman, M.D., vice presi-
dent for clinical research, ovarian 
cancer

Scott Cantor, Ph.D., associate pro-
fessor in Health Services Research at 
M. D. Anderson, completed his term 
as president of the Society for Medical 
Decision Making. Previously, he served 
as program chair of the 19th annual 
meeting, as well as trustee and vice 
president on the societyõs board. His 
presidential address, titled òConnec-
tions,ó was published in the January-
February 2005 issue of the journal 
Medical Decision Making.

Felipe Samaniego, M.D., assistant pro-
fessor in Lymphoma at M. D. Anderson, 
received a Minority Scholar Award 

from the 
American 
Asso-
ciation for 
Cancer 
Research. 
The honor 
recognizes 
young 
scientists 
who have 
made an 
impact in 
cancer 

research and show potential to 
continue to do so in the future. Award 
funds supported Samaniegoõs par-
ticipation in the AACR conference 
òRegulation of Cell Death in Onco-
genesis,ó held Jan. 26-30 in Hawaii.

Mario Luna, M.D., received the 
annual John J. Andujar Citation of 
Merit Award from the Texas Society of 
Pathologists, recognizing distinguished 
service and teaching excellence. 
During his  
37 years at  
M. D. Anderson, 
Luna made 
many con-
tributions to 
anatomic 
pathology 
services and 
trained many 
young patholo-
gists. His leader-
ship helped 

develop an internationally recognized 
consultative pathology program. 
Luna retired from M. D. Anderson in 
2002, but has remained as a part-time 
clinical professor.

Lewis Foxhall, M.D., associate vice 
president for health policy at  
M. D. Anderson, has been appointed 
to the State Health Services Council 
and the Harris County Public Health 
Care System Council. Foxhall is one 
of nine members who will serve on 
the State Health 
Services Council. 
He also repre-
sents the Harris 
County Medical 
Society on the 
21-member Harris 
County Public 
Health Care 
System Council 
and serves as the 
councilõs interim 
chair. He is joined 
on the council 
by Beverly Gor, 
Ed.D., coordinator of the Center for 
Research in Minority Health at  
M. D. Anderson. Gor also is president 
of the Asian American Health Coali-
tion of the greater Houston area.

Gabriel Hortobagyi, M.D.

Lewis Foxhall, M.D.

Felipe Samaniego, M.D.

Mario Luna, M.D.

Your achievements are important to us. 
Please send recent news we can share  
with your fellow alumni in future issues to:

M. D. Anderson Alumni and  
Faculty Association

Department of Trainee and  
Alumni Affairs ð Unit 165

M. D. Anderson Cancer Center

1515 Holcombe Blvd.

Houston, Texas 77030

Or e-mail items to alumni@mdanderson.org

Along with details about your news item, 
please include your name, degree(s),  
years when you were at M. D. Anderson, 
current title and afþliation, city, state, 
country, and a telephone number and 
e-mail address so we can contact you if  
we need additional information.
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Ofþce address:

M. D. Anderson Alumni and Faculty Association

Department of Trainee and Alumni Affairs ñ Unit 165

M. D. Anderson Cancer Center

1515 Holcombe Blvd.

Houston, Texas 77030

Tel: (713) 563-9194

Fax: (713) 792-7895

e-mail: alumni@mdanderson.org

Å  April 29-May 1 ñ Together in Hope: 
A Conference for Brain Tumor 
Patients and Their Families 
InterContinental Houston Hotel

Å  May 14-17 ñ American Society of 
Clinical Oncology Annual Meeting 
Orlando, Fla.

Å  May 18-21 ñ Japan/U.S. Cancer 
Therapy Symposium: New Horizons 
of Targeted Treatment in Radiation 
Oncology 
Kapalua Bay Hotel, Maui, 

Å  May 19-22 ñ 4th International 
Conference on Cervical Cancer 
Hickey Auditorium, M. D. Anderson

Å  May 27 ñ Trainee Recognition Day 
and Research Exposition 
Hickey Auditorium, M. D. Anderson

Å  May 31-June 3 ñ M. D. Anderson 
Symposium: Breast and Prostate 
Cancer Update 
Princeville, Kauai, Hawaii

Å  June 4-10 ñ Center for Research on 
Minority Health Disparities in Health 
in America: Working Towards Social 
Justice 
Hickey Auditorium, M. D. Anderson

Å  June 17-28 ñ Multidisciplinary Treat-
ment of Pancreas, Liver and Biliary 
Tract Cancer 
Hyannis, Mass.

For an online listing of other events, visit www.mdanderson.org/mdacalendar

M. D. Anderson Alumni and  

Faculty Association information is  

available on the Internet: 

www.mdanderson.org/departments/

andersonassoc

Toya Candelari, Dr.P.H. 

Trainee and Alumni Affairs

Sharon Pepper 

Trainee and Alumni Affairs

David Berkowitz

Kelley Moore
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