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Jim Yeung, MD, PhD, Awarded $7.2 Million
Susan G. Komen Promise Grant

Sai-Ching Jim Yeung, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, General
Internal Medicine, AT & EC recently was awarded a Susan
G. Komen Promise Grant for a study entitled “The Impact
of Obesity and Obesity Treatments on Breast Cancer”
Co-principal Investigators on this study are Mong-
Hong Lee, PhD, Associate Professor, Molecular & Cellular
Oncology, Francisco Esteva, MD, PhD, Associate Professor,
Breast Medical Oncology, and Wallace McKeehan,
PhD, Center for Cancer & Stem Cell Biology, Institute of
Biosciences and Technology, Texas A&M Health Science
Center. Other M. D. Anderson faculty and staff partici-
pating in the research are Gabriel Hortobagyi, Chair and
Professor, Breast Medical Oncology, Joe Ensor, PhD,
Research Statistician, Biostatistics, and Aysegul Sahin, MD,
Professor, Pathology.

This multidisciplinary and multi-institutional team was
assembled to best address the complexity of the hypoth-
esis and the multi-phasic nature of the proposal. The main
objectives of this study are:

- To determine whether obesity affects tumor biologi-
cal processes that may lead to tumor progression,
and whether any treatments of obesity or modula-
tion of related signaling pathways can improve sur-
vival in mouse models of obesity and breast cancer;
and

- Toinvestigate prospectively the effect of metformin
and rosiglitazone on tumor progression and survival
in obese postmenopausal breast cancer patients on
aromatase inhibitor (Al) therapy.

Despite recent and continued effort focused on pre-

vention and treatment, breast cancer remains the most
common cancer in women, responsible for approximately

Dr. Gagel’s thoughts on the economy and its

impact on the Division of Internal Medicine
See page 2.

200,000 new diagnoses per year in the U.S. There is a need
to identify and take steps to alter modifiable breast cancer
risks, which include obesity in postmenopausal women.
Unfortunately, the prevalence of obesity is rapidly increas-
ing and has reached epidemic proportions, according to
the World Health Organization (WHO). Given the asso-
ciation between breast cancer and obesity, it is critical to
address the impact of obesity on breast cancer based on
our understanding of the mechanisms by which obesity
promotes cancer.

There are at least 3 signaling pathways that have been
postulated to explain the association of obesity with
breast cancer: insulin/insulin-like growth factor (IGF-1), ad-
ipokines, and estrogen receptor (ER). Of these pathways,
estrogen signaling may be especially important in obese
postmenopausal patients with ER-positive breast cancer,
making obesity and these signaling pathways therapeutic
targets for obese breast cancer patients. To date, there is
a clear gap in knowledge about the optimal treatment of
obesity in breast cancer patients, and Dr. Yeung's proposal
will bridge the gap by using animal models and a clini-
cal trial to investigate treatments that can lead to weight
loss and to modify the obesity-related signaling pathways
in the context of breast cancer. “Our proposed research
will significantly advance the concepts of obesity man-
agement in breast cancer patients, and may potentially
change the standard of care for obese breast cancer pa-
tients within 10 years and save many lives’, says Dr. Yeung
regarding this monumental research.

The Susan G. Komen Promise Grant was developed
to seek aggressive translation of scientific discoveries
into clinical tools and applications that have the greatest
potential to significantly reduce breast cancer incidence
and/or mortality within the next decade.
Dr.Yeung and his research collaborators will
receive $7.2 million over 5 years.
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3 Internal Medicine and
Cancer Survivorship Grand Rounds
“Insights into the Pathogenesis and
Immunopharmacology of Fungal
Pneumonia”
Dimitrios P. Kontoyiannis, MD, ScD
89am., FCT13.6113-6115

10 Internal Medicine and
Cancer Survivorship Grand Rounds
“Thyroid Hormone Analogs:
Their Promise and Potential Pitfalls”
Paul W. Ladenson, MD
Johns Hopkins University
8-9a.m, FCT3.4141, Rooms 3-6

17 2009 Division of Internal Medicine
Research Retreat
Noon-5 p.m., Hickey Auditorium and
Frank E. Anderson Conference Hall

22 DolMTown Hall Meeting
9-10a.m. FCT3.4167, Rooms 1,2, 7 &8

23  DolM Town Hall Meeting
2-3 p.m., Hickey Auditorium R11.1400

24  Internal Medicine and
Cancer Survivorship Grand Rounds
"Reflections on Relations with the
Pharmaceutical Industry”
Baruch Brody, PhD
Baylor College of Medicine
8-9a.m., FCT3-4141, Rooms 3-6

May

8 Internal Medicine and
Cancer Survivorship Grand Rounds
“It's a Rough Ride: The Symptom
Experience of Underserved Cancer
Patients and Their Caregivers”
Lupe Palos, MD
8-9a.m., FCT3.4141, Rooms 3-6

22 Cancer Medicine and Internal
Medicine Combined Grand Rounds
"Early Diagnosis and Treatment
of Barrett’s Esophagus”

Marta Davila, MD, and Jaffer Ajani, MD
8-9 a.m., Hickey Auditorium R11.1400

22 Internal Medicine and
Cancer Survivorship Grand Rounds
“The Perils of Symptom-directed
Clinical Trials: Why are These Trials
Negative So Often?”
Michael Fisch, MD
8-9a.m, FCT3-4141, Rooms 3-6

25 Memorial Day
Institutional Holiday

5 Internal Medicine and
Cancer Survivorship Grand Rounds
Abdulla K. Salahudeen, MD
8-9am., FCT13.6113-6115

12  Internal Medicine and
Cancer Survivorship Grand Rounds
“Cancer Survivors and Exercise: Improving
Outcomes, Increasing Adherence”
Karen Basen-Engquist, PhD, MPH
8-9a.m, FCT3.4141, Rooms 3-6

19 Internal Medicine and
Cancer Survivorship Grand Rounds
“Skin Cancer Management”
Deborah Mac Farlane, MD, MPH
8-9a.m., FCT3.4141, Rooms 3-6

A few words from Dr. Gagel

We have all read about the financial challenges
facing our country. Until recently, Texas and oth-
er energy states of the Central West had escaped
the economic devastation found elsewhere. This,
however, has changed over the past 3 months.

At M. D. Anderson, patient care activity and
resulting revenue have steadily deteriorated, and
expenses are growing more rapidly than revenue.
This combination has led to a significant weaken-
ing of the economic health of the Institution.

To help bring expenses into line with rev-
enue, the Institution has initiated a hiring freeze.
Further, the Institution has asked the Division of
Internal Medicine to focus on improving clinical
efficiency and increasing the number of patients
seen over the next 6-12 months. To this end,
our departmental leadership has made a com-
mitment to increasing new patient and consult
activity, and all division employees must work
with their departmental leadership to achieve
our goals.

All resources at the division level will focus
their efforts on supporting clinical activities. We
expect that departmental administrative sup-
port staff will facilitate new patient referrals by
providing help and guidance to patients who
call for appointments, and we expect that clinic
personnel will work efficiently to support this
increase in activity. In addition, the department
chairs have made commitments to:

- Minimize the impact of faculty travel by
asking each faculty member who travels ei-
ther to not cancel his or her clinic and have
another faculty member staff the clinic, or
to schedule a make-up clinic.

- Streamline and simplify acceptance criteria
for all new patients.

Evaluate our intake process.
Reduce the number of days from patient
referral to patient appointment.

- Add at least 1 new/consult slot to all faculty
templates.

- Add enough new/consult slots to all faculty
templates to eliminate any waiting time.

Each department also has formulated an
action plan in parallel with the goals of the
Institution and the strategies set by the Division.

Cardiology has added a new provider to help
reduce the current 6-week wait time for new pa-
tient visits. Similarly, Dermatology is seeking to
add a new provider to help reduce the current
6-week wait time for new patient visits.

Endocrine  Neoplasia "
& Hormonal Disorders :
has a plan comprising many * '
actions, such as adding 10 * \% |
consult slots each week for gﬁ'l
same-day endocrine diabetes
consults, adding 1 new patient slot to the Thyroid
Cancer Survivorship Clinic, and developing a
Skeletal Health Consultation Service in conjunc-
tion with the Breast Cancer Survivorship Pilot.

Gastroenterology, Hepatology &
Nutrition has hired an additional endoscopist
faculty member and MLP, added 5 MLP clinics
for new patient or consult visits for screening
colonoscopies, adjusted its Medaptus billing,
and promoted its colonoscopy screening pro-
gram through Cancer Prevention.

General Internal Medicine, AT & EC has
expanded its Fatigue Clinic by 2 half days, will
change the clinics in the Suspicion of Cancer
Clinic from 2 full days to 4 half days to increase
new patient and consult visits, and is continuing
to investigate the feasibility of developing new
programs to provide services to underserved
markets.

Infectious Diseases, Infection Control &
Employee Health will continue to roll-out and
expand its weekend MLP program, add a fourth
inpatient service, and develop specialty clinics to
expand its outpatient offerings.

Pulmonary Medicine will allow the same-
day addition of a new patient or consult visit
when the physician is notified before 10 am,
and as of March 1, has made its MLPs available
to see follow-up visits for their assigned faculty
every business day.

The creativity and innovation of these plans
are a credit to the department chairs, adminis-
trators, and managers who devised them. With
such leadership, we are sure not only to weather
the current economic challenges, but also to be-
come more effective in our patient care.

We are fortunate to work in such a dynamic
and progressive institution as M. D. Anderson
Cancer Center. To maintain the quality of the
Institution and preserve its wonderful academic
environment, we must set aside some of our in-
dividual goals and work collectively. | know that
each of you cares about the Institution as much
as | do and will work diligently to ensure its con-
tinued success. | thank you in advance for your
hard work during this difficult time.

The 2009 Division of Internal Medicine Research Retreat

This year marks the fifth Division of Internal Medicine Research Retreat, and the program committee
has gone above and beyond to make 2009 a memorable event. Along with the third annual Michael
and Mariet Cyrus Scholar Awards, for which 73 abstracts were submitted by junior faculty through-
out our division, the first annual Mavis P. Kelsey Lecture at M. D. Anderson Cancer Center, sponsored
by the Kelsey Research Foundation, will be featured at the event. The division is honored to receive
the support of the Foundation, and looks forward to many years of the Mavis P. Kelsey Lecture at the

Division of Internal Medicine Research Retreat.

@ Visit www.mdanderson.org/conferences to register for the 2009 Division of Internal

Medicine Research Retreat



Welcome New Faculty

As we continue to expand our clinical services and research activities, our need for new talent grows. Successful recruiting efforts have garnered us
exceptional new physicians and researchers. Please join us in welcoming the newest faculty members of the Division of Internal Medicine.

Cardiology

Jose Banchs, MD, Assistant Professor

Dr. Banchs is an invasive cardiologist. He received internal

medicine residency training at Saint Louis University, St. Lou-
- is, MO, and completed his clinical fellowship in cardiology
and advanced echocardiography at Washington University,
St. Louis, MO. His areas of interest include transesophageal
echocardiography, diastolic function analysis, myocardial
perfusion imaging with echocardiographic contrast, and tis-
sue characterization techniques in patients at risk for cardiac dysfunction
and cardiomyopathy.

Elie Mouhayar, MD, Assistant Professor

Dr. Mouhayar received his Doctor of Medicine from the
Lebanese University—Faculty of Medical Sciences, Beirut,
Lebanon, and his internal medicine residency training from
Staten Island University Hospital, Staten Island, NY. He com-
pleted a clinical fellowship in cardiology at Geisinger Medi-
cal Center, Danville, PA, and a cardiovascular computed to-
mography, level Il training, mini-fellowship at Johns Hopkins
Medical Center, Baltimore, MD. Of note, when Dr. Mouhayar was 16 years
old, he placed fourth in a national swimming competition in the 200 me-
ters freestyle.

Endocrine Neoplasia & Hormonal Disorders

Anita Kuo Ying, MD, Assistant Professor

Dr. Ying is a pediatric endocrinologist who holds a joint ap-
pointment in Pediatrics. She earned her medical degree from
Duke University School of Medicine, where she also com-
pleted her internal medicine/pediatrics residency. Dr. Ying
went on to a fellowship in adult and pediatric endocrinology
at Baylor College of Medicine. Her clinical interests include
adult and pediatric endocrine tumors and the endocrine ef-
fects of cancer therapy; research interests include clinical effectiveness and
quality improvement.

Y

Infectious Diseases, Infection Control
& Employee Health

Ann Marie Chaftari, MD, Instructor

Dr. Chaftari received her Doctor of Medicine from Saint
Joseph University, Beirut, Lebanon. Her postgraduate train-
ing included an internal medicine residency at Staten Island
University Hospital, Staten Island, NY, and an anesthesia resi-
dency at the American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon.
Dr. Chaftari also completed a fellowship in geriatrics at Tulane
University Medical Center as well as postdoctoral work at
M. D. Anderson in Infectious Diseases, Infection Control & Employee Health.
Her clinical interests include central venous catheter-related infections.

Coralia Mihu, MD, Assistant Professor

Dr. Mihu earned her medical degree from the luliu Hatie-
ganu University of Medicine and Pharmacy in Cluj-Napoca,
Romania. She then studied traditional Chinese medicine
in Beijing, followed by an internal medicine residency and
infectious diseases fellowship at Sloan Kettering, where she
conducted both bench and clinical investigations. In particu-
lar, Dr. Mihu studied the epidemiology of aspergillosis and
the epidemiology of staphylococcus aureus bacteremia in the allogeneic
transplant recipients at Sloan Kettering. Her clinical interests include anti-
microbials (with a focus on antimicrobial stewardship), antimicrobial resis-
tance, and fungal infections.

Samuel Shelburne, MD, Assistant Professor

and Physician-Scientist Awardee

Dr. Shelburne earned his medical degree from the University
of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston and his masters in clini-
cal research from Baylor College of Medicine. He completed
his internal medicine residency, chief residency, and infectious
diseases fellowship at Baylor College of Medicine. His gradu-
ate work focused on elucidating novel pathways by which
group A streptococcus is able to cause pharynagitis (strep throat). He is an M. D.
Anderson physician-scientist with clinical interests in bacterial infections in
patients with cancer. Research interests include the role of complex carbohy-
drate metabolism in the pathogenesis of streptococcal infections and interac-
tions between transcriptional regulators in prokaryotic pathogens.

Pulmonary Medicine

David Ost, MD, MPH, Associate Professor ad interim
Dr. David Ost completed his medical degree at Thomas Jef-
ferson University, Philadelphia, PA, and his MPH at Harvard
School of Public Health. He trained in internal medicine and
pulmonary & critical care medicine at Northwestern Univer-
sity, Chicago, IL. His research interests include interventional
bronchoscopy, decision analysis (@application to clinical prob-
lems including ventilator associated pneumonia and lung
diagnosis and treatment), lung cancer, and pulmonary embolism. Prior to
joining M. D. Anderson, Dr. Ost was an Associate Professor of Medicine at
New York University School of Medicine, New York, NY.

Symptom Research

Javier Valenzuela, PhD, Instructor

Dr.Valenzuela earned his PhD in microbiology, immunology,
and cancer biology at the University of Minnesota in Minne-
apolis, MN, and his masters in biochemistry at The Catholic
University of Chile in Santiago, Chile. He comes to M. D. An-
derson from the Department of Immunology at the H. Lee
Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, FL, where he studied the
roles of the serine/threonine kinase PKC-theta in the induc-
tion of GVHD by CD8+ cytotoxic T lymphocytes (CTLs). Dr. Valenzuela will
help develop a research program in Symptom Research that characterizes
the individual symptoms and symptom clusters that arise most commonly
in response to various cancers and cancer treatments, and that defines
physiological mechanisms that contribute to their generation. Areas of
study will include genetic vulnerabilities and changes in levels of various
serum cytokines as possible physiological mechanisms, and the influence of
symptoms on the provision of patient care by family members.
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Dr. Edward Yeh Awarded $1 Million NIH RO1 Grant

Edward T. H. Yeh, MD, Professor and Chair, Cardiology, recently was noti-
fied by the NIH that his RO proposal entitled “De-SUMOylation and the
Hypoxic Response”has been awarded $1 million for total direct costs for
5 years (March 2009-February 2014).

For the past several years, Dr. Yeh has conducted extensive research
on ubiquitin and ubiquitin-like proteins. Ubiquitin is a regulatory pro-
tein that is ubiquitously expressed in human cells. A small ubiquitin-
like modifier (SUMO) is a ubiquitin-like protein that can modify a large
number of cellular proteins. SUMOylation is the process through which
these ubiquitin-like proteins modify other cellular proteins. This process
is mediated by three enzymes—activating (E1), conjugating (E2), and
ligating (E3)—and is readily reversed by a family of SUMO-specific pro-
teases (SENP).

Earlier work by Dr. Yeh and his fellow researchers demonstrated that
inactivation of the SENP1 gene causes embryonic death in midgestation
in mice due to severe fetal anemia brought about by deficient erythro-
poietin (Epo) production. SENP1 controls Epo production by regulating
the stability of hypoxia-inducible factor 1a (HIF1a) in hypoxic condition.
During normoxia, HIF1a is hydroxylated in two critical proline residues
by a family of oxygen sensing enzymes. Proline hydroxylation is impor-
tant for HIF1a to bind to its ubiquitin ligase complex, leading to ubiquit-

Dr. Manoop Bhutani Selected Eminent

Scientist of the Year 2008 by IRPC

Manoop S. Bhutani, MBBS, Professor, Gastroenterology, Hepatology
& Nutrition, has been selected by the World Scientists Forum of the
International Research Promotion Council for the Eminent Scientist of the
Year 2008 International Award in the field of gastroenterology and en-
doscopy based on his research excellence in gastrointestinal cancers. This
prestigious award is given annually to only two scientists throughout the
world. Dr. Bhutani's numerous accomplishments include authorship of a
multimedia production that teaches endoscopic ultrasound, an appoint-
ment as an expert advisor to the Center for Devices and Radiological
Health, Gastroenterology and Urology Devices Advisory Panel of the Food
and Drug Administration, and participation in endoscopy courses con-
ducted in Latin America, Europe, and Asia for local gastroenterologists.

ination and proteasomal degradation.

Dr. Yeh and his team also previously showed
that hypoxia induces rapid SUMOylation of
HIF1a, which allowed it to bind to VHL in a
hydroxyl-proline-independent manner, also
leading to ubiquitination and proteasomal deg-
radation. SENP1 reverses SUMOylation of HIF 1,
reduces binding to VHL, and consequently sta-
bilizes HIF1a. Thus, SENP1 plays a critical role in regulating HIF 1a stability
during hypoxia.

Because HIF Ta regulates multiple, critical downstream genes like Epo
and VEGEF, it potentially can regulate erythropoiesis and angiogenesis—a
key process in the development of malignant tumors.

Dr. Yeh and his team will examine the role of SUMOylation and de-
SUMOylation in HIFTa regulation by hypoxia and its downstream ef-
fects, with a focus on angiogenesis. This grant will be used to identify
the E3 responsible for hypoxia-induced SUMOylation of HIF1q, to study
how SENP1 is regulated by hypoxia, and to determine whether SENP1
regulates angiogenesis during development and in the tumor environ-
ment. It is hoped that this research will provide novel insights into how
the de-SUMOylation pathway regulates the hypoxic response.

Dr. Sara Peleg Awarded
$220,000 NIH R21 Grant

SaraPeleg, PhD, Associate Professor, Endocrine Neoplasia
& Hormonal Disorders, received award notification from
the NCl for her R21 grant proposal entitled “Diet and the
Calcium Channel TRPV6 in Colon Hyperplasia” The grant

covers the total direct cost for 2 years (January 2009-December 2010) of
$220,000. The project seeks to determine the role of the calcium channel
TRPV6 in hyperplasia that is induced in the mouse colon by bacterial infec-
tion. This hyperplasia is associated with activation of signals that promote
colon cancer, including NF-kB and beta-catenin, and a profound increase
in the expression of the calcium channel TRPV6. Because the colon hyper-
plasia and TRPV6 expression are suppressed by high calcium diet, Dr. Peleg
will test the hypotheses that TRPV6 contributes to the hyperplasia and is a

novel molecular target for the protective effect of calcium in the colon.

Honors, Publications, and Conferences

Burton Dickey, MD, Professor and Chair, Pulmonary Medicine, served as
the Vice Chair of the Gordon Research Conference in Italy, February 27-
March 1. He also was a discussion leader and speaker at the event.

Christopher Evans, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pulmonary Medicine, pre-
sented “Function and Control of Muc5ac Gene Expression in Murine
Airways"at the Gordon Research Conference in Italy, February 27-March 1.

Carmen Gonzalez, MD, Associate Professor, GIM, AT & EC, had her
submitted abstract “Compliance and Documentation with Established
Pneumonia Indicators in the M. D. Anderson Emergency Center” select-
ed to present at the 2009 International Forum on Quality and Safety in
Health Care in Berlin, March 17-20.

Carlos Jimenez, MD, Associate Professor, Pulmonary Medicine, is the
Program Director for the 62nd Annual Koppa Conference, an event that

4]

gathers pulmonologists, thoracic surgeons, and others interested in the
diagnosis and management of diseases of the chest.

Konstantino Leventakos, MD, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Infectious
Diseases,wasawarded the 2009Kimberly Patterson Fellowshipin Leukemia
Research Award for his excellence in translational and clinical mycol-
ogy research under the mentorship of Dimitrios Kontoyiannis, MD, ScD,
Professor, Infectious Diseases. Notably, this is the third consecutive year
that a fellow from Infectious Diseases mentored by Dr. Kontoyiannis has
won this prestigious award. Previous winners are Georgios Chamilos, MD
(2007) and Ronen Ben-Ami, MD (2008).

Rodolfo Morice, MD, Professor, Pulmonary Medicine, is a guest speaker
at the XXIIl Congreso CentroAmericano y del Caribe de Neumologia y
Cirugia de Torax y al IX Curso del American College of Chest Physicians in
Costa Rica, March 21-27.



Eastern Pain Association Confers Lifetime
Achievement Award to Dr. Charles Cleeland

Charles S. Cleeland, PhD, McCullough Professor of Cancer
Research and Chair of Symptom Research, was awarded the
30th Annual Dr. John J. Bonica Award from the Eastern Pain
Association (EPA) in September 2008 to honor his lifetime
achievements in the area of pain research.

Dr. Bonica is considered by many to be the father of pain

highlight of the EPA's year, when society members gather
to hear a distinguished, nationally and often internationally,
recognized pain practitioner and/or researcher deliver a lec-
ture and receive the award. Dr. Cleeland, whose research has
expanded beyond pain to include any symptom related to
cancer or its treatment, spoke to the group on“The Symptom

research. The Dr. John J. Bonica Award and Lecture is the

Complex: What Goes Along with Having Chronic Pain?”

Dr. Issam Raad and Colleagues Receive

2009 Sepsis Specialty Award

Issam I. Raad M.D., Professor and Chair, Infectious Diseases; his Infectious
Diseases colleagues Elizabeth R. Ramos, Rotating Fellow, Ying lJiang,
MS, Statistical Analyst, Ray Hachem, MD, Associate Professor, and Ruth
Reitzel, Research Assistant Il; and his M. D. Anderson colleagues Egbert
Pravinkumar, MD, Assistant Professor, Critical Care; Joseph Nates, MD, MBA,
Professor, Critical Care; and Jeffery Tarrand, MD, MS, Professor, Laboratory
Medicine, were awarded the 2009 Sepsis Specialty Award from the Society
of Critical Care Medicine (SCCM) at its 38th Critical Care Congress.

The SCCM Sepsis Specialty Award recognizes the top scoring abstract
submitted to the SCCM and is presented at the annual SCCM Congress.
This award was given to Dr. Raad and his colleagues in honor of their
7-year study that confirmed that antimicrobial resistance is not associated
with the use of central venous catheters (CVCs) impregnated with mi-
nocycline/rifampin to combat the significant worldwide death toll from
catheter-related bloodstream infections (CRBSIs).

Dr.Raad presented“Process &Technology: Complimentary, Not Mutually
Exclusive”in April 2008 at the 18th Annual Scientific Meeting of the Society
for Healthcare Epidemiology of America’s (SHEA). This research comprises
seven years of data and provides clinical evidence that minocycline and

rifampin impregnated CVCs reduce
the risk of bacteremia and also the
likelihood that bacteria could be-
come resistant to the antibiotics
used to prevent their colonization.

In his presentation at SHEA,
Dr. Raad noted that after more than 500,000 catheter-days using the mi-
nocycline/rifampin-impregnated catheters, the rate of resistance to tetra-
cylines and rifampin dramatically decreased. The data demonstrated that
the percentage of MRSA resistance to tetracycline decreased from 12% to
7% and MRSA resistance to rifampin decreased from 12% to 4%.

“We applaud Dr. Raad and his colleagues for their commitment to the
field of critical care medicine and for this outstanding achievement,’ said
Charles McIntosh, MD, Chief Medical Science and Technology Officer,
Cook Medical, which manufactures the advanced minocycline/rifampin
catheter.“This research advances the healthcare community’s knowledge
of antimicrobial resistance in medical devices. It is a major step forward in
the science of eliminating CRBSIs, which are responsible for 250 deaths
each day in the United States alone!

Issam Raad, MD (center) accepts the
2009 Sepsis Specialty Award.

M. D. Anderson Infection Control Practitioners Receive 2009

APIC Heroes of Infection Prevention Award

Cheryl G. Perego, MPH, CIC, Supervisor, Infection Control, and Infection
Control Practitioners Linda S. Graviss, CIC, Lisa S. Burton, MT, Polly Williams,
Kim U.Nguyen, MT, and Sherry Cantu, MT, of Infectious Diseases, Infection
Control & Employee Health have been selected as one of the 2009
recipients of the Association for Professionals in Infection Control and
Epidemiology (APIC) Heroes of Infection Prevention Award. Established
in 2005, this award was developed for APIC members to recognize the
"heroes on the frontline” who contribute significantly to the reduction of
infections and have an impact on the health and well-being of patients,
healthcare workers, and the public.

In the award letter, Janet Frain, RN, CIC, 2008 APIC president, spoke
glowingly of our Infection Control Practitioners, saying “They are indeed
very deserving of this prestigious award. As 2009 Heroes, they have ex-
hibited exceptional practice in handling infection prevention and control
initiatives in your facility.”

As part of the award, a photo of our Infection Control Practitioners and
a description of their winning initiative will be included in the APIC Heroes
calendar. They also will receive complimentary registration to attend APIC's
2009 Annual Conference in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, and recognition during the
annual awards ceremony, held in conjunction with the conference.

Our heroes Back row, [ to r: Polly Williams, Lisa Burton, MT, and Linda Graviss, CIC.

Front row, [ to r: Cheryl Perego, MPH, CIC, Sherry Cantu, MT, and Kim Nguyen, MT.

.



Medical Nutrition Support Outpatient Clinic Opens March 2

A significant number of patients with cancer suffer from weight loss and
malnutrition, which often delays their therapy or needed surgeries. Many
of these patients require specialized nutrition support because of their
inability to take oral nutrition, or gain weight from oral nutrition. For these
patients, the Medical Nutrition Support Clinic, which opened March 2
in IMC-Mays, couldn’t open soon enough. This new outpatient service
is supported by the Nutrition Support Program in Gastroenterology,
Hepatology & Nutrition.

The clinic’s Nutrition Support Team comprises three clinicians who

have extensive experience in nutrition support:

- Dana K. Martin, MD, Assistant Professor, Gastroenterology,
Hepatology & Nutrition, and Medical Director, Nutrition Support
Program. Dr. Martin is board certified in critical care medicine, pul-
monary medicine, and nutrition support, with more than 20 years of
nutrition support experience. She recently became board certified
by the American Board of Physician Nutrition Specialists.

+ Todd Canada, PharmD, Manager, Clinical Pharmacy Services, has 10
years of nutrition support experience with oncology patients.

«+ Kimberlee Taylor, MS, Clinical Nutrition Specialist, Clinical Nutrition,
has 9 years of nutrition support experience.

This expansion to the outpatient setting reflects the chronic nature of
these conditions. “Most patients with cancer have difficulty with nutri-
tion at some point pre-therapy, during therapy, or post-therapy,” noted
Dr. Martin. “Not all of these patients need medical nutrition support. But
for those who do, we help to manage their parenteral nutrition”

Dr. Canada emphasizes that this clinic provides services distinct from
those offered by the Cachexia Clinic and Clinical Nutrition. “Most of the
patients we will see in the outpatient clinic will have chronic problems,’
commented Dr. Canada. “Patients who have had gastrointestinal, gyne-
cologic, or urologic malignancies and have undergone surgeries and

The Inpatient and Outpatient Medical Nutrition Support Team Back row, | to

r: Amanda Roslyn, MSN, BSN; Brent Anderegg, PharmD; Jorge Rodriguez; Brian Dee,
PharmD. Middle row, | to r: Anne Tucker, PharmD; Todd Canada, PharmD; Jeffrey
Bruno, RPH; Ginny Schierman, MS, RD; Diana Bearden, LD. Front row, | to r: Joel Rush,
MS, CNSD; Becky Moreno, Dana Matin, MD; Amira Gerges, MS, CNSD; Tanya Dabney.

therapies—radiation in particular—that can affect the gastrointestinal
tract may survive their cancers, but also may need life-long nutrition sup-
port as a result of their therapies.

The team anticipates steady growth of this program because of the
increasing number of cancer survivors. Strategies already are in place
to expand the program within and outside the institution. “We plan to
extend this service to patients with cancer and cancer survivors in the
community,"adds Dr. Martin.

For inpatient consults, call 713-404-6954; for outpatient consults, call
713-563-7108.

Division of Internal Medicine 2009 Research Retreat

Announces Cyrus Scholar Award Finalists

On March 12, 2009, a panel of judges selected the 6 finalists for the 2009
Cyrus Scholar Award competition. The scoring was very competitive and all

- Translational/Clinical Category

who submitted abstracts are to be congratulated on their impressive work.

Basic/Translational Category

- Naifa Busaidy, MD, Assistant Professor, Endocrine

Neoplasia & Hormonal Disorders, “Treatment with
Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitors (TKIs) for Patients with
Differentiated Thyroid Cancer (DTC): The M. D.
Anderson Cancer Center Experience”

- Sushovan Guha, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor,

Gastroenterology, Hepatology & Nutrition, “Loss
of Neutrophil Gelatinase-associated Lipocalin
Expression in Esophageal Adenocarcinoma Is
Associated with Higher Pathologic Stages and Poor
Overall Survival”

- Aarif Khakoo, MD, Assistant Professor, Cardiology,

“Rare Incidence of Congestive Heart Failure in
Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumor and Other Sarcoma
Patients Receiving Imatinib Mesylate (IM)”

- RobertoAdachi,MD, Assistant Professor, Pulmonary

Medicine, “Role of Mouse Mast Cell Protease 6 in
Cancer Promotion in a K-ras-induced Mouse Model
of Lung Cancer”

« Sushovan Guha, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor,

Gastroenterology, Hepatology & Nutrition, “A Novel
Small Molecule Inhibitor of Protein Kinase D Blocks
Pancreatic Cancer Growth In Vivo”

- Seyed Moghaddam, MD, Instructor, Pulmonary

Medicine, “COPD-like, But Not Asthma-like, Airway
Inflammation Promotes Lung Cancer in a Mouse
Model”

@ Visit www.mdanderson.org/conferences to

register for the 2009 Division of Internal
Medicine Research Retreat



New Technology Enables Safe, Early Dlagn05|s

of Peripheral Lung Lesions

The Cardiopulmonary Center has exciting news for patients with pe-
ripheral lung lesions and for their physicians: on February 9, the center
installed the most recent release of inReach™, a device that more than
doubles the reach of traditional bronchoscopes and enables physi-
cians to obtain biopsies without using CT-guided needle procedures.
M. D. Anderson is the second institution in the Texas Medical Center and
one of 100 institutions in North America to have this groundbreaking
technology.

inReach is an integrated hardware and software system that uses a
patient’s CT chest scan to create a virtual road map of the patient’s lung
(see image). Physicians use this road map in conjunction with the sys-
tem’s GPS-like guidance system and navigable, flexible catheter to reach
and obtain biopsies of peripheral lung lesions. This minimally invasive
system can reach and obtain biopsies from peripheral lung lesions as
small as 2cm in diameter. The diagnostic accuracy of inReach-guided
lung biopsies is estimated at greater than 70%.

Since the spring of 2008, inReach has been evaluated by three faculty
members in Pulmonary Medicine: Rodolfo Morice, MD, Professor; George
Eapen, MD, Associate Professor; and Carlos Jimenez, MD, Associate
Professor. Together, they have conducted more than 20 procedures with
the system. “This system does not completely replace the need for CT-
guided biopsies," noted Dr. Eapen. “However, it provides a safer alterna-
tive for patients, particularly those with significant lung disease.”

The improved patient safety that this system provides is one of its
key features. “This technology really benefits the patients,’ said Leendert
Keus, Laboratory Manager, Cardiopulmonary Center."It's safer than tradi-
tional biopsy methods and enables us to take biopsies of lesions in areas

First Medical Issues in Canc

that previously were
difficult  to reach.
Patients who would
have been placed on
‘watchful waiting’ in
the past can now re-
ceive far earlier diag-
noses, which means
more treatment op-
tions and improved
outcomes!

Combined with the center’s rapid on-site evaluation cytopathology
laboratory, inReach is a powerful diagnostic tool: cytopathology results
of the biopsies are generated in the center during the procedure. Once
the physician obtains the first sample, he or she either takes more sam-
ples or waits for the cytopathology results. If the cytopathologist returns
a firm diagnosis, the procedure is concluded.

The system enhances diagnostic efficiency because it uses traditional
bronchoscopes as its platform. If a patient is receiving a bronchoscopy
and a peripheral lesion is discovered, the physician can immediately go
after the lesion. “Particularly in patients with lung cancer, this system of-
ten allows for diagnosis and staging to be combined during the same
procedure, thus facilitating work-up and management,"added Dr. Eapen.

Inpatient consult requests may be made through the Department of
Pulmonary Medicine at 713-792-6238. Outpatient consult requests may
be submitted through consults online. To learn more about inReach, visit
www.superdimension.com.

FEIEEEE] u|m-:£

inReach by SuperDimension Converting an imported
CT scan into a 3D topological map.

ence a Success

The first Medical Issues in Cancer Survivors
conference, held February 6 and 7, was a
phenomenal success and well received by
all who attended. The conference, designed
to enhance the knowledge, skills, and per-
formance of clinicians who care for cancer
survivors, attracted more than 200 people
from 20 states. “We have received excellent
feedback from many of the participants,
noted Ellen Manzullo, MD, Professor, General
Internal Medicine, AT & EC, and conference
co-chair. "Many came to obtain information

John Mendelsohn, MD, Robert Gagel, MD, and Ellen
Manzullo, MD, before the conference begins.

Martin Raber, MD, shared his perspective as an oncolo-
gistand as a cancer survivor.

Image © SuperDimension, Inc.

to help them create their own survivorship
programs.’

A highlight of the event was the Friday
evening dinner program. Hosted by Robert F.
Gagel, MD, Division Head, Internal Medicine,
and conference co-chair, it featured 4 moni-
tored roundtable discussions that focused on
unresolved issues related to the treatment and
care of cancer survivors. “The dinner meeting
was [an] excellent venue for sharing informa-
tion with colleagues and learning what other
centers are currently doing for their cancer
survivors,"noted one attendee.

The Survivorship Office funded video tap-
ing of all the conference lectures. These lec-
tures are now available to M. D. Anderson
residents via online streaming video.

Plans already are in motion to organize a
second Medical Issues in Cancer Survivors
conference. “The response we received dem-
onstrates the need to expand survivorship
research,” said Dr. Manzullo. "And we hope to
lead that effort” We thank Dr. Manzullo for
her tireless efforts in organizing this event.
Without her vision and drive, the conference
would not have been the success it was.

Alma Rodr/guez MD, d/scussed the deve/opment of
models for multidisciplinary cancer survivorship care.

.



Dimitrios Kontoyiannis, MD, ScD,
Awarded 2-year RO3 Grant

Dimitrios Kontoyiannis, MD, ScD, Professor, Infectious
Diseases, recently was awarded an RO3 NIH grant
of $154,000 to fund 2 years of a project entitled
“Manipulation of Host Angiogenesis as a Therapeutic
Strategy against Invasive Pulmonary Mold Infections.
Dr. Kontoyiannis expects to begin work on the project
this summer. The project aims are to assess the feasi-
bility of treating invasive aspergillosis with pro-angiogenic growth fac-
tors, and to determine the effect of treatment with vascular endothelial
growth factor and basic fibroblast growth factor on the tissue concen-
tration of amphotericin B.

Anecita Fadol, PhD, Receives
2008 ONS Research Fellowship

Anecita Fadol, FNP, PhD has been selected to receive
the 2008 Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) Foundation
Research Fellowship Award for her proposal titled,
“Symptom Management in Patients with Cancer and
Heart FailureThe $20,000 award partners a fellow with
a mentor. Dr. Fadol’s mentor will be Donna Berry, PhD,
Director of Nursing Research, Dana Farber Institute.

Chunlei Zhang, MD, PhD, Receives
2009 CLF Young Investigator Award

Chunlei Zhang, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Dermatology, has been
selected to receive the Cutaneous Lymphoma Foundation (CLF) Young
Investigator Award. This award is given to promising young clinical
and basic science investigators working in the field
of cutaneous T-cell lymphoma. As part of the award,
Dr. Zhang has been invited to give a 15-minute pre-
sentation at the upcoming CTCL symposium during
the 2009 Society for Investigative Dermatology con-
ference in Montreal this May, and received a $1,500
grant to cover travel expenses for that meeting.

First DolM Grant Writing
Workshop Strikes Gold

Ketan Shah, PhD, Director of Research Development, Division of Internal
Medicine, had a simple concept to increase grant writing effectiveness:
host a grant writing workshop conducted by experts. With the Office of
the Faculty Development, Dr. Shah organized a 1-day grant workshop
for Division of Internal Medicine faculty, research fellows, and nursing in-
structors on Saturday, November 22, 2008. Dr. Shah redesigned a 3-day
format into a 1-day agenda to encourage clinical faculty attendance, and
incorporated components on translational and patient-oriented research
proposals to broaden the workshop's appeal and impact.

Robert Gagel, MD, Head, Division of Internal Medicine, addressed the 23
attendees at the workshop. “Research work requires passion and persever-
ance,'Dr. Gagel noted."This workshop will teach you skills that will improve
your ability to fund your passion and to pursue your research goals!

The workshop featured three presenters from the Grant Training Center
in Washington, D.C., each of whom focused on different aspects of the
grant writing process.

Mathilda Harris, PhD, Director, Grant Training Center, presented com-
prehensive information about funding from private foundations. With
more than 95,000 foundations funding health and science research, faculty
members must learn how to search for those that support their particular
areas. Harris described best practices to search for private funding, to ap-
proach those foundations, and to prepare appropriate proposals.

Fatah Kashanchi, PhD, Professor, George Washington University, has
served on study sections for 9 years. He discussed how to prepare grant ap-
plications with the reviewers in mind, how and when to contact scientific
review officers, and how to research and select the appropriate study sec-
tion. Using examples, Dr. Kashanchi explained what happens in study sec-
tions and what faculty can do to increase their chances of receiving funding,
and focused on case studies for K awards and R21 and R03 awards.

Robert Freishtat, MD, Assistant Professor, Children’s National Medical
Center, focused on the preparation of clinical and translational research
proposals. He presented case studies to illustrate how clinical research fac-
ulty can develop grant proposals and where they should look for funding.

Most participants felt that all research faculty at M. D. Anderson would
benefit by attending a similar workshop, and many indicated that they
planned to use what they learned to prepare their grant submissions. ‘I
thought the practical ‘pearls of wisdom’ shared for the process of grant
writing and review were very informative,” commented one attendee.
“New investigators especially need such information”

Infectious Diseases Offers Same-day Consults

Cancer treatments such as chemotherapy and
stem cell transplantation severely compromise
a patient’s immune system and raise the risk
of infections. In fact, studies have shown that
infections are the most common preventable
cause of death for patients with cancer."When
a patient with cancer has an infection, he or
she needs to be seen immediately, says Victor
Mulanovich, MD, Assistant Professor, Infectious
Diseases. "Prompt treatment with the appro-
priate antibiotic yields much better outcomes
and allows cancer treatment to continue, if it
has been disrupted.

To address this concern, Infectious Diseases
began a same-day clinic in November 2007.
This clinic allows Infectious Diseases physicians
to provide prompt support when a particular

course of antibiotics is not reducing a patient’s
infection, or when a patient has a complicated
infection.

The clinic’s goal is to catch infections early,
before patients are hospitalized for their in-
fections. “Early treatment of infections helps
to prevent the infection from worsening or
spreading, prevents morbidities, and prevents
hospitalization,” adds Dr. Mulanovich. “This
same-day clinic enables us to start the appro-
priate tests and antibiotics much sooner than
we had been able to before!

Each member of the Infectious Disease fac-
ulty rotates through the service, which is staffed
by a faculty member and a physician assistant.
"All new consults are seen by a faculty member;
explains Dr. Mulanovich.“This ensures that each

patient’s situation is appropriately assessed. The
physician assistant provides support and often
sees follow-up patients.

An added benefit of this service is that it has
reduced the wait time for routine Infectious
Diseases consults. “Since we began our same-
day clinic, our routine consults are being seen
within one week," notes Lisa Hafemeister, PT,
Medicine Department Administrator, Infectious
Diseases."However, the overwhelming majority
of our patients are being seen within 24 hours
of consult request.

To make an appointment, call the consult
line at 713-792-7303, or page 713-606-4813.
The Infectious Diseases same-day clinic is lo-
cated in the Internal Medicine Center-Main
Building, Floor 6, near Elevator A.



The
Rolanette and Berdon
Lawrence

Bone Disease

The Bone Disease Program of Texas, a col-
laboration of Baylor College of Medicine and
M. D. Anderson Cancer Center, got its start
with a generous gift from Rolanette and
Berdon Lawrence in 2002. The Lawrences reaf-
firmed their support of the program this past
December, giving an additional $4 million to
the program to be divided evenly between the
2 institutions. In honor of their continued sup-
port, the program’s name was changed to the
Rolanette and Berdon Lawrence Bone Disease
Program of Texas, and the logo revised to re-
flect the new name.

That's not the only change the program has
undergone. In 2008, Brendan H. Lee, MD, PhD,

Professor, Molecular and Human Genetics,
Baylor College of Medicine, became the direc-
tor of the program, taking the reins from Robert
Gagel, MD, Division Head, Internal Medicine,
M. D. Anderson. This change in leadership oc-
curs every five years between the institutions.
Dr. Lee has wasted no time in continuing
the efforts of the program. “The Bone Disease
Program is a great example of a successful stra-
tegic partnership of Baylor College of Medicine
and M. D. Anderson Cancer Center that leverag-
es complementary strengths specifically in the
area of bone health, noted Dr. Lee. “My focus
has been to build infrastructure to empower
scientific and clinical members to push the en-

The Bone Disease Program of Texas
= (Get Revised Name, Updated Logo,
and New Program Director

velope of research and clinical care. Fostering
member communication and empowering
technologies for research will position us to be-
come a leading group in the world in this area”’

On the M. D. Anderson side of the program,
Lea Tatar, MEd, Program Director, Endocrine
Neoplasia & Hormonal Disorders, became the
program'’s new administrative director in March
2009. Though she's just beginning to learn the
ins and outs of M. D. Anderson, her enthusi-
asm for the program and its goals are evident.
“I'm excited to be at M. D. Anderson, and to be
working with this program,”she said. ‘I look for-
ward to working with Baylor and helping the
program to grow!”

Dr. Tri Nguyen Awarded Coulter Grant for Skin Cancer Collaboration

This past fall, Tri Nguyen, MD, Professor, Dermatology, was awarded a portion of a grant from the
Coulter Foundation for his collaborative work with James Tunnell, PhD, Assistant Professor, Biomedical
Engineering, The University of Texas-Austin. A portion of the $60,000 award funded a pilot study in
the spring of 2008, and the balance will be used over the next 2 years.

This collaborative effort involves investigating the diagnostic efficacy of a spectroscopic device
that examines skin lesions in vivo. The system distinguishes between skin lesions that are benign and
skin lesions that exhibit a premalignancy stage to malignant skin lesions. Ultimately, the device will be
used in patient diagnosis, lessening the need for invasive skin biopsies and yielding faster results.

The technology uses a pen-sized probe to emit weak pulses of light onto the skin or tissue being
examined. The light reflected off the skin or tissue is captured by the probe and sent to a computer
system that analyzes this light for the cellular and molecular signatures of skin cancer. Drs. Tunnell
and Nguyen have tested a prototype on 80 patients at M. D. Anderson and at The University of Texas
Medical Branch in Austin with good results.

The University of Texas-Austin has licensed this technology to DermDx, Inc.,, who will provide fund-
ing for further research. A February article in the Austin American Statesman detailed this ground-
breaking research.

Visit www.utexas.edu/news/2009/02/02/skin_cancer_detection to view a version of the article.

Thyroid Nodule Clinic Opens March 13

Thyroid nodules are relatively common and often de-
tected incidentally either by a physician during a physi-
cal exam or by an individual noticing a seemingly ab-
normal lump in his or her neck. In the U.S. population,
the prevalence of palpable thyroid nodules is 3-7%, and
that of non-palpable nodules is as high as 60%. Though
85-95% of these nodules are benign, early and effec-
tive evaluation of all thyroid nodules is essential in determining which are
malignant.

To serve the needs of these patients, the Department of Endocrine
Neoplasia & Hormonal Disorders has established the Thyroid Nodule
Clinic with Naifa L. Busaidy, MD, Assistant Professor, Endocrine Neoplasia &
Hormonal Disorders, as its director. The clinic is designed to provide com-
prehensive care by a multidisciplinary team of endocrinologists (includ-
ing two pediatric endocrinologists), mid-level providers, surgeons, nurses,
radiologists, and cytopathologists. The expertise and experience of the

Probing for skin cancer The device analyzes reflected
light for pre-malignant and malignant cell structures.
Photo © Larry Kolvoord, AMERICAN-STATESMAN

multidisciplinary team make it possible to provide accurate and rapid di-
agnosis of thyroid lesions.

More importantly, the clinic provides same-day consultation, testing,
and assessment of patients so that they depart the clinic with treatment
options in hand. This ensures that malignancies are discovered as early as
possible, increasing the likelihood of positive outcomes.

The Thyroid Nodule Clinic serves M. D. Anderson and community pa-
tients who have thyroid nodules. Each clinic visit includes:

- Consultation with a thyroid specialist;

Naifa Busdidy, MD

- Athyroid ultrasound;
+Athyroid biopsy, if needed; and

- Amultidisciplinary conference to discuss treatment options or sched-
ule surgery.

The clinic opened March 13 in the Endocrine Center. For a consult or to

make an appointment, call 713-563-7600.
o



Thyroid Cancer Survivorship Clinic Opens January 30

The Cancer Survivorship Program and the Department of Endocrine
Neoplasia & Hormonal Disorders are pleased to announce the beginning
of the Thyroid Cancer Survivorship clinic on January 30, 2009. The mission
of the Thyroid Cancer Survivorship Program is to continue surveillance of
our patients for recurrence of their disease, while monitoring for and ad-
dressing late effects related to thyroid cancer and its therapies.

Our endocrinology team consists of a dedicated nurse practitioner, a
faculty physician, and clinic staff. Patients are currently seen 2 half-days
each week, with plans to expand to 3 half-days. Patients with no signs of
recurrence or minimal evidence of stable disease 1 to 5 years out from their
last therapy are eligible to be seen in the clinic, as determined by the stage
of their disease. A detailed set of clinical guidelines has been created to

assist in the management of this select patient population.

Our goal is to improve the health and quality of life of our survivors
through integrated programs in patient care, research, prevention, and
patient education. We work with our colleagues in the Departments of
General Internal Medicine, Head and Neck Surgery, Dental, Cardiology,
and Ophthalmology, to address these late effects which may include dif-
ficulty with swallowing, cardiac disorders, low bone mineral density, dry
mouth, tearing, dental complications, and fatigue. A prospective database
has been created to assist in research efforts aimed at better delineating
issues unique to this patient population. Finally, an important mission of
the Survivorship Program is to ensure that all of our patients are receiving
adequate age-appropriate cancer prevention screening.

Drs. Chon and Duvic Participate in National MelaFind® Study

Susan Chon, MD, Assistant Professor,
Dermatology, —and  Madeleine
Duvic, MD, Professor, Dermatology,
have been participating in the larg-
est prospective clinical study ever
conducted in melanoma detection.
Working in conjunction with Electro-
Optical Sciences, Inc. (EOS), they
served as the investigators in 1 of 7
centers across the U.S. for MelaFind®,
a non-invasive, point-of-care instrument that assists physicians in the
early detection of melanoma.

This blinded study included 1,831 pigmented skin lesions from 1,383

Madeleine
Duvic, MD

Susan
Chon, MD

patients. Study design was rigorous, with EOS and the Food and Drug
Administration entering into a binding protocol agreement prior to study
inception to stipulate the sensitivity and specificity endpoints to be used
in determining the safety and effectiveness of MelaFind.

Almost half of the melanomas in the study were in situ. The device
detected 112 of 114 (98% sensitivity, Cl 95%) melanomas that were eli-
gible and evaluable for primary sensitivity endpoint analysis, and 125 of
127 (98% sensitivity, Cl 95%) melanomas overall. Additionally, MelaFind's
ability to accurately rule out disease was superior (9.5%) to that of the
dermatologists who participated in the study (3.7%). Study results also
suggest that MelaFind may help detect melanoma earlier, leading to im-
proved biopsy efficiency and patient care.

To learn more about this technology, visit www.eo-sciences.com.

IMC-Main Celebrates Black History Month

Erlene Arthur, RN, Clinical Nurse, Outpatient, Internal Medicine Center-
Main, led the IMC-Main staff’s efforts to celebrate diversity in the depart-
ment and fostered an education project recognizing notable achieve-
ments of the African Americans during Black History Month.

Exam room and workroom doors were decorated with posters designed
to educate patients and staff about the contributions made by African
Americans.”We had a fantastic time learning and sharing this information,”
said Erlene. “For example, did you know that the first open heart surgery
was performed by African American physician Dr. Daniel Hale in 18937 Or
that the brilliant scientist and inventor George Washington Carver created
more than 300 products from peanuts—including ink, shoe polish, and
leather dyes—as well as other notable inventions?”

Through the project, staff members enjoyed discovering many famous
inventions of African Americans, such as the typewriter, the fountain pen,
the toilet, the gas mask, the electric lamp, the ice cream scoop, the iron-
ing board, and on an important medical-related note, the stethoscope.
The posters featured many notable African Americans:

- Garrett Morgan, who invented the traffic signal;

Dr. Alexa Canady, the first female neurosurgeon;

- Guion Bufford, the first African American in space;

- Colin Powell, the first African American Secretary of State; and
Patricia Bath, who invented the laser probe for cataract surgery.

This was a heartfelt effort for all team members, especially in light of
the remarkable events surrounding the 2008 presidential election, which
gave the country its first African American President. “We were delighted
to see patients and their family members taking the time in our hallways,
either awaiting vital signs or finding the exit after discharge, reading and

)

Celebrating Black Hlstory Back row, I to r: Marian Taylor, RN, Mark Tansiongco, NM,
Angela Leong, RN, Lisseth Marquez, Pam Stavely, and Erlene Arthur, RN, team leader for
the effort. Front row, | to r: Isabel Smith, Darcyelle Reece, and Justina Omerhi, RN.

enjoying the department’s decorative posters,’commented Erlene.

IMC-Main would like to thank Darcyelle Reece, Ruth Roach, RN, Kathy
Hamm-Campbell, Linda Madison, RN, Angela Leong, RN, Marian Taylor,
RN, Justina Omerhi, RN, Lisseth Marquez, Edna Netherly, Veronica Brady,
NP, and especially the team lead, Erlene Arthur, RN.

This was IMC-Main’s first Black History Month celebration, but it won't
be its last.“The project was very exciting and, above all, educational, so we
plan to make this an annual event,"added Erlene.



Cardiopulmonary Center

Urbano Acedera, RN, Clinical Nurse

Alma Bailey, EKG Technician

Cindy Barcenas, TCNA, EKG Technologist

Michaela Herbert, Cardiovascular Ultrasound
Technologist

Lashone Holloway, TCNA, Nursing Assistant

Macrena Martinez, RN, Clinical Histology
Technician

Priscilla Martinez, Receptionist

Emergency Center
Ash Gupta, MBA, MHA, Clinical Business
Manager

Endocrine Center

Veronica Garcia, Patient Services Coordinator

Melinda Hernandez, Patient Services
Coordinator

Endocrine Neoplasia & Hormonal Disorders

Linda Roden, MBA, Manager, Protocol
Administration

Lea Tatar, MEd, Program Director

General Internal Medicine, AT & EC
Michelle Castillo, Administrative Assistant
Patrick Chaftari, MD, Assistant Professor

Maria Teresa Cruz Carreras, MD, Assistant
Professor ad interim

Jose Polo Cueto, Research Data
Management Assistant

Linda Roden, MD, MBA, Manager, Protocol
Administration

Robert Volk, PhD, Professor

Infectious Diseases, Infection Control &
Employee Health

Cindy Good, Infection Control Practitioner
Margo Meave, Administrative Assistant

Internal Medicine Center
Chris Hagerman, MBA, Clinical Business
Manager

Symptom Research

Winifred Apraku, MPH, Data Analyst

Raza H. Bokhari, MS, Coordinator, Clinical
Studies

Amanda J. Hollenbaugh, MA, Program
Manager, Internal Medicine

Robert J. Reynolds, MPH, Data Analyst

Catherine Rodgers, Grant Program
Coordinator

Pankil Shah, MPA, Data Analyst

Cardiopulmonary Center

Martin Calderon, Endoscopic Technologist

Ninfa Cornejo, Pulmonary Function Test
Technician

Sean Purnell, Pulmonary Technologist

Endocrine Neoplasia & Hormonal Disorders
Gilbert Cote, PhD, Professor
Libero Santarpia, MD, PhD, Instructor

ad interim

Internal Medicine Center—Mays
Myrtle "Ann”Edison, Lead Patient Services
Coordinator

Symptom Research
lbrahima Gning, DrPH, DDS, Program
Manager, Internal Medicine

Milestones and Achievements

Mary Galloway, RN, Clinical Nurse,
Outpatient, IMC-Main, completed her MBA
at Texas Woman's University this past winter.

Christopher  George, MS,  Clinical
Administrative Director, Cardiopulmonary
Center, completed the Dale Carnegie
Effective  Communication and Human
Relations  Training and received the
course’s Highest Award for Achievement in
December.

Ibrahima Gning, DrPH, DDS, earned his
doctoral degree from the University of Texas
School of Public Health in May 2008. His dis-
sertation was entitled, “The effect of immi-
gration status on racial difference in health
insurance coverage, access to care, and utili-
zation in the United States” In recognition of
his achievement, Dr. Gning recently was pro-
moted to the position of Program Manager,

Internal Medicine in the Department of
Symptom Research.

Linda Madison, RN, Clinical Nurse,
Outpatient, IMC-Main, completed her MS in
Nursing Education this past winter.

Mitali Paul, MBA, MHA, Clinical Business
Manager, Cardiopulmonary Center, passed
the American College of Healthcare
Executives Board of Governor’s certification
exam.

Sean Purnell, Pulmonary Technologist,
Cardiopulmonary  Center, passed the
Certified Pulmonary Function Technologist
(CPFT) Exam .

Marian Taylor, RN, was accepted into the
M. D. Anderson Division of Nursing RN-BSN
Nursing Cohort Program, a joint initiative
with the University of Texas-Arlington.

The Endocrine Center is on the Move March 27

lounge, and a storage room.

The Endocrine Center is moving from Floor 10 near Elevator B (R10.1530) to Floor 9 near
Elevator A (R9.1308) in the Main Building. The center will close at noon on Friday, March 27,
in its current location, and open at 8 a.m. on Monday, March 30, in its new location.

The eagerly awaited move gives the center an additional examination room, a consult/
patient education room, 2 physician workrooms, access to 2 patient interview rooms, a staff

Upcoming Conferences

Visit www.mdanderson.org/conferences

for more information on the conferences
below. Unless otherwise noted, all conferences take
place in Houston, Texas.
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Symposia on Cancer Research:

Cellular Energy, Metabolism, and Cancer

April 3-4,2009

Division of Internal Medicine Research Retreat
April 17,2009

@ e 000 0000000000000 00000000000 0 00

Ultrasound in the New Millennium:

The Cancer Patient

April 17-19, 2009

New Approaches to the Biology and Treatment of
MDS and MPN

April 24-25,2009

Write Winning Grants and

Write Winning Revisions

April 27-28, 2009

The Bone Disease Program of Texas 2009
Scientific Retreat & Rolanette and Berdon
Lawrence Research Award Competition
May 8, 2009

@ e 000 0000000000000 00000000000 0 00

Brain Tumor Patient Conference
May 15, 2009
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7th Annual Health Disparities Summer Workshop
June 20-26, 2009

@ e 000 0000000000000 00000000000 0 00

5th Physicians Network Symposium—
Update on Personalized Medicine and
Multidisciplinary Cancer Therapy

July 11-14,2009 - Boston, MA

@ e 000 0000000000000 00000000000 0 00

Continuing Nursing Education—
Navigating the Winds of Change:
Understanding New Technologies and
Managing Oncology Care Needs

July 11-12, 2009 « Boston, MA
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Living Fully With Cancer Conference
September 10-12, 2009
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Urologic Oncology: Advances in Clinical Practice
September 11-13, 2009

@ e 000 0000000000000 00000000000 0 00

Hematology and Medical Oncology Board Review
September 21-26, 2009

@ e 000 0000000000000 00000000000 0 00

Cardiology and Oncology Partnership
2009 Annual Meeting
September 25-26, 2009 - Milan, Italy
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Praise far Sean Purnell, ﬂ:fﬁnnmr:y T&cﬁnﬂ{:&?m‘,
s

Cafagqpuﬁnﬂmr;? Center n Decomber 3008, Lisa Webh=Skiffington
Project Director, Division Infernal Medicine, received the letter below from an 22
M D, Anderson I,ﬁaﬁsnf. With the ‘,m:ﬁbnf} foermission, we shave her leffer with ifou.

Dear Lit,

0 want fo dascribe a (it move about my pulmonary function test, because if was actually a fun
jjbm‘mw.,. considering my coach was “uch a character. He was about & 1/2 feet tall with long
readlocks and a fm:'E that warmed your feart. 9 asked him as soon as he called iy name in the
wiiting room if my daughter Elly could come aﬁ@, sinee she really wanted o see what was happening.
His respromse? 'C?z eah, of course, come on, come on. ‘
W started out wei Efnj om a seale sobhere he asked if 9 had done that' lbefors, "O, yus," 9 answered, fﬁfnﬁr@- fe was faﬂ&'n_g
about the seale. Eff; was smarter and said, “No, mom, nof the rmé-fﬁ;pu&nnn@ fert!” Hal O000.. nofie, haven t dome that
yet! Rasta man just {oaghed and waidl, "W are kindlved spirits, 9 am abways geffing confused” 9 way instantly fouf at aase with
his mmpmfnn.
When we arvived in the festing room with the 'fséfrfnmf; boath' (a glass anclosure with a chair inside and @ contraption for
yeasuring your breath), Eefnmwdriﬁfn@ started meﬁfn'g me .Eiyi.l the breaths 9 was going fo fake-a few very short ones,
then blow as hard as you can for ahout 5 seconds, then in as fast and hard as you can. 9 saiel, "Uou must gef worn out from that
all a"@ ifmuq. " He mpé’sd.' " (O, no, it mﬂué and 9 foue it You could tell he did
Euery fest he explained to me was with complefe devotion fo gefting the details across fo me, and cansideration for my fack of
eoncentration, e was patient, inel, and even entertaining!
0 ant to foe sure to fof yyou know this much éreafﬁfnj at this level wakes up your colon and 9 mean it stands af A TTENTION!
So about halfway fﬁmgﬁ, 9 oould wait na f&r{gsr and said, “Sarry, Sean, 9 have to go fo the restroom, naw, before any morel”
e said, "No problem! Sure, go go gol* So if amyone has any consfipation frovbales, you can Eake nofe and try some of these desp
breathing techniques, and things will get rofling!

e l'fmigﬁm" amjfué;a’ all the wany through the fest. Elly even took some pictures of me taking the alluterol treatment they gave
me fo test my r'mpmmnf with the meds. This was wﬁr& iy numibers rm@‘ made an imfpression: my jmlbﬁ was 507 {.?ﬁar
ff\ than gxpﬁcfm'r so 9 am Jaﬁnﬁfafﬁ full of hat air-ANT 9 can mave it out! He was very fml.bmm'ed' and showed me all the 3ra||ml53 an

his comypuader screen, carefully ﬁpﬁfni@ everything as we went

Many times, health employees are swift, aceurate and jwa( ot their iobs, But this adbrable man was off the charts, like my fest,
FHe was compuatsionate ﬂnﬁ:%‘ declicated to have his patients do fﬂé‘r best. Prople (ike him are in the job they are meant o be
n"f:rfnj, and it aéua_yr makes paﬁanfr much more mi‘&x’ea" and calm ta be gared ﬁ:r with the {%ﬁe qf' care he  gaye .

L mame was Sean Purnelll 9 won't be forgetting fhows he madle our day, and continues to brighfen my world remembering whal
 kind, thoughtful soul e was.
Best mjﬂm?, Annette Haldiman

Annetle Haldimean




