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Category 1 Credits™ in medical ethics and/or 
professional responsibility.

PHYSICIAN PAYMENTS SUNSHINE 
ACT
MD Anderson complies with the Physician 
Payments Sunshine Act as part of the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA).  Accordingly, we may be required 
to collect information on transfer of value 
provided to any covered recipient under the ACA.

NURSING
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center is an approved provider of continuing 
nursing education by the Texas Nurses 
Association - Approver, an accredited approver 
by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.

Nursing Continuing Education Contact Hours will 
be awarded. 

CME CERTIFICATES AND 
ATTENDANCE VERIFICATION 
CERTIFICATES
Certificates awarding AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™ or certificates documenting attendance 
will be distributed to participants when an 
individual departs the conference. To obtain 
a CME certificate, physicians must submit a 
completed evaluation questionnaire and a CME 
Verification Form. Upon receipt, a record of 
attendance (certificate) will be provided on-site 
to other health care professionals for requesting 
credits in accordance with state nursing boards, 
specialty societies, or other professional 
associations.

EVALUATION
A course evaluation form will provide participants 
with the opportunity to comment on the value of 
the program content to their practice decisions, 
performance improvement activities, or possible 
impact on patient health status. Participants will 
also have the opportunity to comment on any 
perceived commercial bias in the presentations 
as well as to identify future educational topics.

ACCREDITATION/ 
CREDIT DESIGNATION
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center is accredited by the Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) 
to provide continuing medical education for 
physicians. 

The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center designates this live activity 
for a maximum of 26.25 AMA PRA Category 
1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the 
credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

ETHICS
The sessions marked with “*” have been 
designated by The University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center for 11.50 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits™ in medical ethics and/or 
professional responsibility.

CME CERTIFICATES AND 
ATTENDANCE VERIFICATION 
CERTIFICATES
Certificates awarding AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™ or certificates documenting attendance 
will be distributed to participants when an 
individual departs the conference. To obtain 
a CME certificate, physicians must submit a 
completed evaluation questionnaire and a CME 
Verification Form. Upon receipt, a record of 
attendance (certificate) will be provided on-site 
to other health care professionals for requesting 
credits in accordance with state nursing boards, 
specialty societies, or other professional 
associations.

MOC POINTS
American Board of Internal Medicine
Successful completion of this CME activity, 
which includes participation in the evaluation 
component, enables the participant to earn up 
to 26.25 MOC points in the American Board of 
Internal Medicine’s (ABIM) Maintenance of 
Certification (MOC) program. Participants will 
earn MOC points equivalent to the amount of 
CME credits claimed for the activity. It is the 
CME activity provider’s responsibility to submit 
participant completion information to ACCME for 
the purpose of granting ABIM MOC credit.

In order to receive MOC points, you must pass the 
post-test with a score of 70% or higher. 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017

7:15 am 	 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00	 Introduction and General Overview of 
Course: How to Take the Exam 
Sriram Yennu, MD

10:30	 Break

10:45	 Workshops:*

1. �Doc I Ran Out of My Pills: 
Management of Patient with Aberrant 
Drug Use 
Joseph Arthur, MD; and  
Tonya Edwards, BSN, MS, CCRP

2. �Updates in Caring For Delirious 
Patients: Caregivers and Clinicians 
Perspective 
Maxine de la Cruz, MD

3. �Caregiver Burden:  
Why They Need Care Too 
Sujin Ann-Yi, PhD; and  
Kimberson Tanco, MD

4. �Cancer Pain Drug Therapies:  
Current and Emerging Trends 
Shalini Dalal, MD

5. �Occupational Therapy:  
Where Does It Fit In? 
Macklyn Ivy, OTR, PhD

6. �Doctor, Do Everything for My Child 
Kevin Madden, MD

12:00 pm	 Lunch (provided)

12:45	 Putting Advance Care Planning Into 
Action* 
Joan Teno, MD, MS

1:45	 “Value-Based Palliative Care”  
From Patients Perspective* 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

3:00	 Break

3:30	 Workshops:*

1. �The Many Hats of An Outpatient 
Supportive Care Nurse 
Debra Castro, BSN, CHPN; and 
Lindsey Pimentel, RN

2. �Is Clinical Depression Influencing  
My Patient’s Decisions? 
Rachel Lynn, MD

3. � �Words for the End-of-Life:  
The Work of the Artist In Residence 
Marcia Brennan, PhD
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Friday, October 13, 2017

7:15 am	 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 	 Welcome 
Sriram Yennu, MD

8:15 	 Creating a Healing Atmosphere in any 
Palliative/Supportive Care Setting* 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

9:15 	 14th Annual John Mendelsohn Award 
2015 Ceremony and Introduction of 
Speaker 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

14th Annual John Mendelsohn Award 
for Outstanding Contributions in the 
Development of the Field of Palliative 
Care Presentation: Strategies to 
Improve Quality End-of-Life Care.  
It’s the Journey, Not the Destination* 
Joan Teno, MD, MS 
Moderator: Sriram Yennu, MD



4. �Advances in Palliative Treatment of 
Bone Metastasis 
Quynh-nhu Nguyen, MD

5. �My Mom is Not Eating. Nutrition in 
Advanced Illness 
Rony Dev, DO

4:30 	 Open Time/Break

4:45	 Workshops:*

1. �Managing Symptoms Due to 
Immunotherapy 
Vivek Subbiah, MD

2. �Kids and Hospice: It’s Not What You 
Think It Is 
Patrick Jones, MD; and  
Kevin Madden, MD

3. �Transitioning to Hospice, It Takes a 
Team! 
Regina Pair Allen, MDiv, MHSA, BCC; 
Martha Aschenbrenner, LPC, MA; 
Debbie Breaux, RN, BSN;  
Luke Coulson, LCSW; Courtney 
Maligi, MD; Kristy Nguyen, Pharm D; 
Detra Sylvester, RN; and  
Kimberson Tanco MD

4. �Acupuncture for Symptom 
Management. What Is the Evidence? 
Michael Spano, MS, LAc

5. �Early Palliative Care:  
When is the Right Time for Referral? 
David Hui, MD

5:45 pm	 Adjourn

Saturday, October 14, 2017

7:15 am	 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00	 Workshops:

1. �When Home and Work Collide:  
Return to Palliative Care After the 
Death of a Family Member 
Martha Aschenbrenner, LPC, MA; 
and Karen Baumgartner, MSN, 
APRN, BC

8:15	 Pain: Assessment and Principles 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

9:30	 Opioids for Pain Management 
Suresh Reddy, MD

10:45	 Break

11:00 	 Ethical and Legal Decision Making* 
Donna Zhukovsky, MD

12:15 pm	 Lunch: Meet the Professor  
Case Presentation/Round Table 
Discussion 
Larry Driver, MD; and  
Suresh Reddy, MD

1:15	 Cachexia* 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

2:00	 Opioid Rotation  
Akhila Reddy, MD

3:00	 Break

3:15	 Adjuvant Medications for Pain 
Management & Integrative 
Approaches to Manage Pain  
Larry Driver, MD

4:15 	 Interventions in Pain Management 
Larry Driver MD 

5:15 pm	 Adjourn

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

7:30 am	 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00	 Prognostication*  
David Hui, MD

9:30	 Dyspnea and Cough 
David Hui, MD

10:15	 Break

10:30	 Challenging Conversations in 
Palliative Care* 
Daniel Epner, MD

11:30	 Delirium, Palliative Sedation, and 
Opioid Induced Neurotoxicity* 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

12:30 pm	 Lunch: Meet the Professor 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

1:30	 Medication Interactions 
EdenMae Rodriguez, PharmD

2:15  	 Geriatric Palliative Care* 
Marvin Delgado-Guay, MD

3:15	 Break

3:30	 Palliative Care in the Last Week of 
Life 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

4:15	 Management of Anxiety/Depression at 
the End-of-Life 
Marvin Delgado-Guay, MD

5 :00	 Pulmonary, Critical Care at the  
End-of-Life* 
Kevin Madden, MD

5:45 pm	 Adjourn

Thursday, October 12, 2017

7:30 am	 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00	 Nausea/Constipation/Bowel 
Obstruction 
Shalini Dalal, MD

8:45	 Medicare Hospice Benefit* 
Joan Teno, MD, MS	

9:45	 Break

10:00	 Psychosocial and Spiritual Issues* 
Marvin Delgado-Guay, MD

2. �We Have an APP for That!  Update 
On the Role of APPs (Advanced 
Practice Providers) in Palliative Care 
Carolyn Holmes, APRN

3. �I Am Not Depressed! — 
Demoralization, When Patients Have 
Lost Meaning and Purpose* 
Jerry Ignatius, DO

4. �MD Anderson Palliative Sedation 
Protocol; Indications, Procedures 
and Communications* 
Paul Walker, MD

5. �Management of Ascites and Bowel 
Obstruction 
Marieberta Vidal, MD

9:00	 Workshops:*

1. �Setting Up a Successful Community 
Based Palliative Care Practice: 
Challenges and Solutions 
Sandra Gomez, MD

2. ��Too Old for Treatment? Care for 
Senior Adults with a New Diagnosis 
of Cancer 
Ishwaria Subbiah, MD

3. �Take Time for Time Out 
Luke Coulson, LCSW

4. �Honoring Religious Practices in 
Death and Dying 
Regina Pair Allen, MDiv, MHSA, BCC

5. �The Clinician Burnout Epidemic, and 
What We Can Do About It 
Suresh Reddy, MD

6. �Finding Meaning and Purpose When 
Demoralized: Experiential Overview 
of Meaning Centered Psychotherapy 
Sujin Ann-Yi, PhD; and  
Jerry Ignatius, DO

10:00 	 Introduction of the Debra Sivesind 
Career Award and Lecture 
Eduardo Bruera, MD

Nursing Strategies to Facilitate  
Early Palliative Care 
Marie Bakitas, DNSc, APRN, AOCN, 
ACHPN, FAAN

11:15 	 Break

11:30 	 Workshops:*

a. �Billing Issues; Which is Pertinent to 
Both Physician and Nursing 
Kim Borrows; and  
Debbie Breaux, RN, BSN

b. �Mindfulness, Relaxation and 
Hypnosis 
David Zuniga, PhD

c. �Keeping it G-Rated: Talking to 
Children When a Parent is Dying 
Martha Aschenbrenner, LPC, MA

d. �How to Manage Breakthrough 
Cancer Pain 
Ahsan Azhar, MD

12:30 pm	 Lunch (provided)

1:00 	 Optimizing Palliative Care in the 
Community 
Marie Bakitas, DNSc, APRN, NP-C, 
AOCN, ACHPN, FAAN

2:15 	 Workshops:  (break at 3:15 pm)*

1. �Communication: Taking Care of The 
Hateful Patient 
Daniel Epner, MD; and  
Sujin Ann-Yi, PhD

2. �Pain (30 minutes sessions each) 
a) �Use of Methadone, Oxymorphone 

and Levorphanol: When and How? 
Akhila Reddy, MD

   b) �Antipsychotic and Steroids: 
Indications and Dosing 
Kristy Nguyen, PharmD

   c) �Integrative Approaches to Manage 
Pain and Nausea 
Gabriel Lopez, MD

   d) �Opioid Initiation and Titration in 
Pediatric Patients 
Kevin Madden, MD

4:30 pm	 Adjourn
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Marie Bakitas, DNSc, APRN, NP-C, 
AOCN, ACHPN, FAAN
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Rice University
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University of Washington
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11:00	 Pediatric Palliative Care 
Kevin Madden, MD

12:00 pm	 Lunch: Meet the Professor 
Kevin Madden, MD

12:30	� Disease Specific Palliative 
Care I: Cardiac,and Renal* 
Linh Nguyen, MD

1:15	 Grief & Bereavement 
Rony Dev, DO

2:00	 Wound Care/Pressure Ulcers/
Pruritis/Xerstomia 
Paul Walker, MD

2:45	 Break

3:00	 Fatigue  
Sriram Yennu, MD

3:30	 Palliative Care Emergencies* 
Shalini Dalal, MD

4:15 	 Disease Specific Palliative 
Care II Neurological, AIDS* 
Linh Nguyen, MD

5:00 pm	 Adjourn
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