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Many students often ask how they can increase their chances of getting a CPRTP Summer Research 
Experience fellowship award or why their application was not selected for review. The following are 
a few tips that will ensure that your application is selected for review.   

 

1.  Upload your initial application components two weeks prior to the posted deadline. Many 
applicants wait until the last minute and often times, their application is not selected simply because they are 
missing one letter of recommendation. Do not wait until the last minute to apply. Because recommenders are 
usually traveling around the winter holidays---applicants are encouraged to request their letters as soon as 
possible.  Application extensions are not granted for those missing letters of recommendation.  

2.  Keep track of your Discover applications. We cannot stress this enough. Because the MD Anderson 
Summer Experience includes additional participating summer programs (more than 6), and the Discover 
system allows multiple summer applications with one single email address, many applicants lose track of 
which fellowships in which they are applying.  

For example:  
Jane Doe may apply to the CPRIT/CURE Undergraduate Summer Experience and 
the CPRTP Summer Research Experience using her email address JDoe1234@yahoo.com.  
However, Jane will receive two unique Discover ID account numbers.  In this instance, Jane should 
make a list of those Discover ID numbers and the corresponding fellowship to eliminate 
confusion. No two MD Anderson summer programs are the same and usually the same 
application components are required for each summer fellowship.   
 

3.  Follow up with your recommenders. It is imperative that you have someone who knows you well and 
can write a strong letter of recommendation on your behalf. It is the applicant's responsibility to enter the 
recommender's contact information (name, title, e-mail address) into the Discover system and follow up with 
them to make sure the letters have been written and uploaded. Applicants can log on to their Discover 
account to see if the requested letter was uploaded. Do not contact the CPRTP to ask if a letter has been 
received, as applicants have complete access to their Discover accounts. The Discover system will 
automatically e-mail a link to the recommender and the recommender must use the link to upload their letter. 
If the link has not been received by the recommender (due to institutional server issues, spam or bulk mail 
issues), the recommender may email the letter to the applicant and the applicant may upload the letter into 
their Discover account. 

4.  Make sure the letters of recommendation are strong. A recommendation letter with one paragraph is 
not a strong letter and can ruin your chances of a fellowship award. This letter can come from an academic 
advisor (high school or college), former teacher or professor, pastor, colleague, employer, co-worker or 
anyone with a relationship with the applicant. A successful letter will include a minimum of 4 paragraphs and 
as long as 2 pages. Please see the FAQs for Letter of Recommendation requirements.    

5.  Do not submit more than what is required. Applicants will not increase their chances of the summer 
fellowship award by submitting more than what is required. For instance, submitting five letters of 
recommendation, CPR certification, immunizations, posters, awards, publications or other miscellaneous 
documents are not required for Phase 1 and will not be submitted to the review committee. Upload only 
what is required.  

http://www.cancerpreventiontraining.org/Summer
mailto:Apply@CancerPreventionTraining.org


 
Division of Cancer Prevention and Population Sciences 

Cancer Prevention Research Training Program 
www.CancerPreventionTraining.org/Summer 

Apply@CancerPreventionTraining.org 

Summer Research Experience 

 

6.  Write a strong personal statement. The personal statement must be two pages and should include a 
unique story about your experience. Many applicants choose to write about their personal experiences with 
cancer (such as losing a loved one or their own personal battle), while other applicant's write about a life-
changing course, lecture, Ted talk or some other event which sparked an interest in cancer prevention. These 
experiences should tie in with your educational and career goals, and must state a clear interest in cancer 
prevention research. 

7.  Upload the required documents in the appropriate areas. It is imperative that applicants pay attention 
to detail. Once the summer application opens, candidates are required to click the link to start their Discover 
account, complete the Discover application and upload all required documents (see Application 
Components and Process above). Candidates have the option of uploading multiple versions of a 
document (except the Discover application), if they notice an error or upload the wrong item. Applicants 
must double check each application component up until the deadline to ensure the correct item has been 
uploaded. We have access to all versions of the submitted documents, however, we will only download the 
most recent document version for review.  

8.  To submit your application click the gray SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATION 
button.  After completing the Discover application, you will be required to complete Steps 1 and 2 (uploading 
the documents), and submit the application in Step 3. Click the gray SUBMIT COMPLETED 
APPLICATION button to transmit the application to the program. After submitting the link, 
"Application Submitted Successfully" will appear on your screen. You will only see this message 
once.  If the SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATION button is greyed out, it means your application 
is incomplete. Please refer to the FAQs. 

9.  You may upload documents after the application is submitted.  After selecting the SUBMIT 
COMPLETED APPLICATION button, you may continue to modify any of the required documents.  Please 
be aware that if you upload revised documents, there will not be another SUBMITTED COMPLETED 
APPLICATION button. All applicants are allowed to make as many changes to their documents prior to the 
application deadline as they wish. It is not necessary to contact the CPRTP to see if we received your 
application.    
 
 
Good luck!  
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