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NCI Threatens UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Center Cancer Prevention Research 
Training Program with Cuts:   Program Worries about Bleeding Talent 

In the past few 
years, the 
National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) 
and its research 
Constituents 
have suffered 
severe cuts to 

research funding, retarding the pace of 
progress at all levels.  Now these cuts 
threaten the extramural training programs 
funded through the NCI Cancer Training 
Branch, which has been protected in the 
recent past from major cuts.  How deep will 
the cuts be?  “Right now, we don’t know yet,” 
says Dr. Bob Chamberlain, the principal 
investigator for two R25 training and 
education awards of the Cancer Prevention 
Research Training Program (CPRTP), “but 
when we saw our program officer in March, 
she thought that 10% was a good start.” 
 
These awards, which are the largest in the 
United States and among the oldest of their 
NCI funding mechanism, having been 
continuously funded over the past 15 years 
since 1992, currently are funded to support 
8 predoctoral trainees and 8 postdoctoral 
fellows in multi-year awards annually and to 
provide 18 graduate students with short-
term experiences in cancer prevention 
research.  For both awards, Dr. Chamberlain 
and his co-principal investigator, Dr. Shine 
Chang, a former trainee recruited back last 
year from the NCI, submitted competitive 
renewal applications that were well scored in 
peer review and discussed last week by the 
NCI’s National Cancer Advisory Board for 
funding approval. 
 
“I know that everybody has to tighten their 
belts, but I am worried about the future,” 

says Dr. Chang, “If we want to continue to 
have progress in cancer prevention and 
control, we must make every effort to 
support those who will lead the field in the 
future – and they are being trained right now.  
Right here.  Right now.”  Through these 
awards, over 80 trainees have been 
supported in multi-year awards and more 
than 250 have had short-term research 
experiences in cancer prevention.  Most have 
continued their careers in cancer, and the 
most senior former fellows now have 
Associate Professors or equivalent level 
positions at the NCI, NCI-designated cancer 
centers, and other academic and research 
institutions across the United States. 
 
“We are lucky to have the support of donors 
for postdoctoral fellows making the transition 
into independent research positions, a very 
vulnerable phase for many,” says Chang. 
“Unfortunately, we cannot support all those 
with promise.  There simply aren’t enough 
funds, particularly for those excluded from 
federal funds because of visa and citizenship 
restrictions.”  Over the years, donors to the 
CPRTP have made a considerable impact on 
promoting the careers of junior prevention 
scientists and have funded more than 10 
postdoctoral fellows who now hold faculty 
positions both at UT M. D. Anderson Cancer 
Center and elsewhere. 
 
There is good news: Drs. Chamberlain and 
Chang have not given up!  They tell us that 
they still have a number of ideas to pursue 
for building the capacity of the CPRTP to 
support the training of the future leaders in 
cancer prevention and control.  And with Dr. 
Chamberlain’s past record of success and 
Dr. Chang’s tenacity, the future looks rosy, 
not bloody red! 

2005—2006 Program Trainees 
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MEET Our  Staff 

I am the Ashbel Smith Professor and Deputy Chairman of the Department of 
Epidemiology, in the Division of Cancer Prevention at the UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Center.  I 
also hold the title of Distinguished Teaching Professor, by virtue of my membership in the 
University of Texas Academy for Health Sciences Education.  Among many honors bestowed 
upon me over the years, a particularly cherished one is the “Robert M. Chamberlain 
Distinguished Mentor Award,” awarded annually by the MDA Postdoctoral Association.  First 
awarded in 2005 (to me), the award honors those who – as it says on the beautiful award – 
“teach, coach, [and] sponsor,” which are the watchwords for those in training and education. 

In my spare, I like to race Morgans in car rallies or fish in freshwater rivers, but 
especially, I like to spend time with my grandchildren.  Before coming to UT M. D. Anderson 
Cancer Center, I spent time as a Captain in the Office of the US Army Surgeon General, a 
gravedigger, and a dog catcher, the skills from which do not go unused in my current position. 

I have three synergistic sets of professional goals: to improve the training, 
productivity and work satisfaction of health science researchers; to develop, implement 
and evaluate programs and policies that address workforce needs within the field of 
cancer prevention; and to conduct innovative research at the intersection of obesity and 
cancer prevention. Toward the first goal, I serve as the director for The University of Texas 
M. D. Anderson Cancer Prevention Research Training Program, which is supported by 
funds from donors and grants from the National Cancer Institute (NCI).  Part of my 
mission involves mentoring trainees, fellows and junior faculty, working to develop their 
careers and to find opportunities to showcase their research.  I also have interest in 
identifying and assessing areas of professional need within the field of cancer prevention, 
recruiting qualified professionals into these areas and promoting activities to retain them 
in the field.  For these activities, I work with collaborators through national professional membership organizations 
like the American Society for Preventive Oncology, the Association for American Medical Colleges and the American 
Association for Cancer Education.  Toward the third goal, I am the principle investigator for an NCI-funded R21 
ancillary study of the Women's Health Initiative (WHI) on the genetic, hormonal and behavioral determinants of 
obesity, a cancer risk factor.  Nearly 850 African an Americans and Caucasian postmenopausal women 
participating in the observational arm were recruited from the WHI clinics at Baylor College of Medicine and Wake 
Forest School of Medicine.  Analysis and manuscript preparation are underway. 

I like to spend my “copious free time” with my husband, Bruce, and our chocolate Labrador, Brownie, both 
of whom, like me, love chocolate.  Recently, we found out how MUCH Brownie likes chocolate, which is not 
supposed to be good for dogs.  My husband was coming home from his parent’s house where he and Brownie had 
retrieved among other things, a piece of homemade chocolate-frosted chocolate cake for me.  On the way home, 
they stopped for some milk – rather, Bruce stopped for milk; Brownie waited patiently in the car.  When they got 
home, after moving everything into the house, it was late and we all went to bed.  A few days later, I reminded 
Bruce of the chocolate cake, basically accusing him of hiding the cake to eat by himself.  He denied doing so and 
said that he thought I had done so, not wanting to ‘fess up about a behavior contrary to my stated weight 
management goals.  Once we convinced each other that we had not secretly stashed the cake away, we called his 
parents to see whether the cake was left behind in the rush to pack the car and load the dog.  No cake.  He then 
used a flashlight to search the car.  No cake.  It seemed improbable that Brownie had eaten the cake because he 
had no stomachache or other digestive complaints that should have come from eating so much chocolate.  
Besides, there were no crumbs and no plastic wrap in the car.  All leads were cold.  Then, one day, I received a text 
message from my husband: Mystery solved: plastic wrap surfaced at rear end of Brownie. 

Robert Chamberlain, PhD 
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I have a BBA from the 
University of Houston – Clear 
Lake and my career 
background has been mostly 
in the Human Resources 
arena.  Prior to my arrival at 
UT M. D. Anderson Cancer 
Center, I was the Career and 
Alumni Services Coordinator at 
the UT School of Public 
Health. 

On a personal note … my husband, Kenny, and I have 
been married for 15 years.  We have 4 children and 5 
grandchildren.  We also have a 9-year-old, spoiled 
rotten cat named Tigger. 

Cheri McClellan, BBA 

I am the Senior Secretary for the 
Cancer Prevention Research Train-
ing Program in Epidemiology, and 
do a little bit of everything.  I’ve 
worked in Epidemiology/ Preven-
tive Medicine at the University of 
Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, 
so I am familiar with a lot of the 
things we do here. 

I’m a new bride, married March 21 of this year and 
happily live with my husband Charles and our two 
‘furry kids,’ Charley-gato (who just goes by Gato) and 
his son, Sam, our kitty cats. Photography and graphic 
design are my main hobbies, but I also paint, sculpt 
polymer, and recently picked up crocheting and water-
color. 

I have worked for the University of Texas System for 14 years -- 12 at the Medical School 
and currently 2½ at UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Center.  My main responsibilities for the 
Cancer Prevention Research Training Program are  (a) trainee data management   (involving 
an  Access database with more than 90 data fields) and   (b) administration of the 
www.CancerPreventionTraining.org  website. 

One of the most often asked questions I receive regards my first name that is of Spanish 
decent and typically given to males.  My father’s first name is Carl and having all daughters 
he wanted a namesake.  So, I was named Carlas.  It was discovered during school registra-
tion (5 years later) that the hospital birth certificate had my father’s spelling (Carlas), but 
the certificate from the Bureau of Vital Statistics had “Carlos.”    Thus, my legal name is 
“Carlos.” 

Jessica Lingerfelt 

I have worked for UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Center for 15 years.  Thirteen of those years 
have been in the Department of Epidemiology.  I started as a Senior Secretary and have 
progressed throughout my years.  

I have received several awards during my years at UT M. D. Anderson, two of which are the 
M. D. Anderson Outstanding Employee Award and the  Epidemiology Employee of the Year.  
I was also nominated for the Ben and Julie Rogers award.     I believe in the Core Value of 
UT M. D. Anderson and donate blood and platelets as often as I can.  I have been a member 
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society for about 18 years at my church where I counsel the 
needy and help with whatever they need. 

My responsibilities as the Academic Coordinator for the Cancer Prevention Research Training Program are the 
activities essential to the successful operation of the education program which include some duties such as:  the 
application process, manage all the trainees appointments and reappointments, and assist in all the trainees’ 
administrative issues.  I love my job and take pride in whatever I do to make the program a success. 

Delia (Dee) Tello, CPS 

Carlos  Williams 



Alison Pawlus, PhD, RPh is a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of 
Behavioral Sciences. 
 
Dr. Pawlus completed her pharmacy degree at Purdue University, 
where she became interested in herbal medicine and the use of plants 
in the treatment and prevention of diseases, including cancer. She 
received her PhD in Pharmacognosy from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, where she studied medicinal plants and their use specifically 
in cancer prevention. Her primary research involved the chemical 

investigation of biologically active constituents of the botanical dietary supplement, Morinda citrifolia, 
commonly called noni, which is increasingly utilized by cancer patients interested in complementary 
medicine. 
 
At UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Center, Dr. Pawlus’s current research focuses on the development of a 
standardized pomegranate product for the prevention of breast cancer, under the direction of Dr. Robert 
Newman, Professor, in the Department of Experimental Therapeutics.  She is also investigating the 
complementary and alternative medicines that patients here at UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Center are 
using. Dr. Pawlus will present her work on pomegranates at the American Society of Pharmacognosy 
meeting in Portland, Maine, this July. In August, she will be attending an ethnobotanical training 
workshop in Peru, entitled “Botanical Medicines from the Amazon.” The Beverage Institute for Health 
and Wellness, a division of Coca-Cola,  currently funds her research. 

Summer 2007 

MEET SOME of OUR TRAINEES 

The Division of Cancer Prevention is proud to introduce the newest awardees of the Cancer Prevention Education Program at UT M. D. 
Anderson.  This program prepares future scientists to assume roles as research investigators in the field of cancer prevention.  Poten-
tial applicants select a full-time M. D. Anderson faculty member involved in cancer prevention research who will supervise the trainees 
throughout the fellowship.  Applicants also work closely with a co-mentor from a specialty or discipline different from that of the pri-
mary mentor.  These fellowships are funded by the National Cancer Institute and require all applicants to be United States citizens or 
lawfully admitted permanent residents (applicants with Visas are not eligible).  
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Rosa Banuelos, MS, expects to earn a doctoral degree in Statistics May 2010 from Rice University. 

Rosa’s training in Epidemiology is supported by a cancer prevention fellowship by the National Cancer Institute 
grant (R25 CA56452, Robert M. Chamberlain, PhD, and Shine Chang, PhD, Co-Principal Investigators).  She is 
mentored by Sanjay Shete, PhD. 

Her proposal is entitled “A Study of Factors Affecting Breast Density and its Affects on Breast Cancer Risk.” 

William Bryant, BS, obtained his degree in Mathematics in 2006 from Texas Southern University and expects to 
earn a doctoral degree in Statistics by May 2011 from Rice University. 

William is mentored by Sanjay Shete, PhD in Epidemiology.  His training is supported by a cancer prevention fellow-
ship by the National Cancer Institute grant (R25 CA56452). 

His proposal is entitled “A Study of Statistical  Approaches for Mutagen Sensitivity Analysis in Twins.” 
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Congratulations!  
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Trainee Recognition Day 2007 Abstract Winners 

Hushan Yang, PhD and Adrienne McCampbell, PhD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adrienne McCampbell, PhD,  presented an oral presentation in a Minisymposium session at the 2007 
AACR Annual Meeting in Los Angeles, California.  Her abstract entitled, “Overexpression of IGF-II and acti-
vation of Akt in the endometrium of neonatal DES exposed rodents” are published in the 2007 Proceed-
ings of the American Association for Cancer Research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Place    
Bristol-Meyers Squibb Award,  

Clinical/Translational Research 
 

Mentor:  Russell Broaddus, MD, PhD 
 
 

Title:  Overexpression of IGF-II  
and activation  of Akt in the endometrium  

of neonatal DES exposed rodents 
 

Award Winner:  Adrienne McCampbell, PhD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Place 
Berlex Oncology Award,  

Patient-Oriented Research  
 

Mentor:  Xifeng Wu, MD, PhD 
 

Title:  Comprehensive Profiling of  
Genetic Variations in Inflammation  

Pathway Genes in Relation to  
Bladder Cancer  Predisposition 

Mary Coolbaugh-Murphy (l)  
Award Winner:    Hushan Yang, PhD (r) 



Michael D. Swartz, PhD, MS, was appointed as Instructor in the Department of 
Epidemiology at UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Center to further his research activities 
in statistical models in cancer prevention.  He will continue his collaborations with 
Drs. Sanjay Shete, Michelle Forman, and  Chair, Margaret Spitz, with whom he 
builds statistical models to examine the genetic, nutritional, and environmental 
factors related to the etiology of lung cancer.    

Dr. Swartz will also develop and apply Bayesian methods to dietary data to look 
for eating patterns that may increase or decrease risk of lung cancer.  The statisti-
cal techniques he is developing will apply to model the etiology of other cancers 
and complex diseases. 

Congratulations!  (continued) 

Summer 2007 

Maosheng Huang, Graduate Research Assistant in Epidemiology, received an AACR-AstraZeneca Scholar-in-
Training Award in the amount of $1,000 for the AACR Annual Meeting 2007.   

Professor Xifeng F. Wu, MD, PhD, serves as Maosheng’s mentor. 

Mary Coolbaugh-Murphy, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow in Epidemiology,  received an AACR-AstraZeneca Scholar-in-
Training Award in the amount of $1,000 for the AACR Annual Meeting 2007.  Mary’s abstract was highly rated by 
the AACR Program Committee of the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR).  

Professor Marsha Frazier, PhD, serves as Mary Coolbaugh-Murphy’s mentor. 

Yuanqing Ye, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Epidemiology received an AACR-Aflac, Incorporated 
Scholar-in-Training Award in the amount of $1,000 for the AACR Annual Meeting 2007.  

AstraZeneca and Aflac, Incorporated has graciously donated funds to the AACR to support young investigators who 
present meritorious proffered papers. With awards presented to only 10% of applicants, this year’s award process 
was highly competitive.  

The awards provide support to attend the AACR Annual Meeting 2007 in Los Angeles, California.  The funds defray 
travel, subsistence, and registration expenses to attend the Annual Meeting.   

Yuanqing’s mentor is Xifeng Wu, MD, PhD. 

American Association for Cancer Research Scholar in Training Awards 
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The American Society for Preventive Oncology presented Mary Coolbaugh-Murphy, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow in 
the Department of Epidemiology, a  New Investigator Workshop Scholarship, competitive award for the 31st An-
nual Meeting on March 2-4, 2007 in Houston Texas.   

Mary is mentored by Marsha Frazier, PhD, of Epidemiology. 
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Colorectal Cancer: Celebrating a Career in Prevention 

Summer 2007 

News You Can Use 

 
A Symposium in Honor of Bernard Levin, MD 
June 21-22, 2007 

The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center 
8th Floor Conference Center 
Cancer Prevention Building 
1155 Pressler Street 
Houston, Texas 

Colorectal Cancer: Celebrating a Career in Prevention is a research conference that will focus on emerging issues 
in the prevention of colorectal cancer.  This year’s meeting is a tribute to the leadership of Dr. Bernard Levin, retir-
ing Vice President and Division Head of the Division of Cancer Prevention & Population Sciences at M. D. Anderson 
Cancer Center.   Dr. Levin is known both nationally and internationally for his work in the prevention of colorectal 
cancer.  Top scientists and clinicians from around the world, who represent major avenues for prevention - epide-
miology, screening, genetics, and chemoprevention - have accepted invitations to participate as faculty in honor of 
Dr. Levin. 

The goal of this symposium is to provide participants with information on the most current advances in colorectal 
cancer prevention and celebrate the enduring impact of one of its most humble leaders, Dr. Bernard Levin. 

A poster session will feature research on cancer prevention and colorectal cancer prevention submitted by partici-
pants, including many trainees from the Division of Cancer Prevention and Population Sciences.  Poster awards 
will be presented by Dr. Levin on Friday as part of the symposium. 

Bernard Levin, MD 

Trainee Forum 

We successfully completed our sixth Trainee Forum 
on Friday, May 18, 2007.  The Trainee Forum 
provides trainees the opportunity to meet other 
trainees and learn of their projects. Fellows received 
information on relevant topics such as Before the 
Presentation, Climbing the Career Ladder in 
Academia and Sharing the Experience,  as well as posed questions to Drs. Robert Chamberlain and 
Shine Chang.  This relaxed, informal event is held quarterly and lunch is provided. We look forward to 
seeing you at our next forum —  Friday, September 28, 2007! 

 



News You Can Use 
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 The crux of a good training experience is an experienced, wise and committed mentor who is 
actively involved in a successful and productive research program.  Such a mentor works with a 
trainee to develop a plan of which the initial phase engages the trainee in current projects to enable 
him or her to gain familiarity with the techniques and personnel.  This early immersion into an existing 
program provides opportunities for data analysis and publication prior to the development of the 
trainee’s own projects.  Concomitantly, the mentor will assign new projects to the trainee for his/her 
future development.  However, career development is a two-way street and the trainee must take an 
active role forming and articulating his/her career path. 

 

 As in all successful partnerships, the trainee should be encouraged to participate actively by 
presenting specific aims and suggesting research approaches to the mentor, other faculty and 
trainees early in the conceptualization of new projects.  Subsequent progress reports will facilitate 
critical input from others and enhance the trainee’s skills in data analysis and presentation.  Another 
element for success requires an environment where excellence in science is the norm.  Regular 
journal clubs where trainees and faculty discuss and critique publications are useful for honing one’s 
critical senses and sensibilities for conducting and interpreting scientific research.  Finally, when a 
trainee leaves a superior training program, he or she should be confidently capable and 
knowledgeable of the steps to develop an independent career.  It is also very important that the 
trainee appreciate the importance and value of successful collaborations and the long-term 
maintenance of such relationships developed during training. 

 

 I am extraordinarily proud of our highly prestigious NCI-funded training programs for pre-
doctoral and post-doctoral trainees.  In addition, philanthropic sources have enabled us to extend our 
training opportunities to other highly qualified individuals during vulnerable career transitions.  Such 
funds often support outstanding junior scientists shifting from training into independent research 
positions, some of whom are ineligible for other trainee funding support.  Under the able direction of 
Drs. Chamberlain and Chang, those programs assure the sound future of the next generation of 
prevention researchers. 

Training Tomorrow’s Leaders Today 
by Bernard Levin, MD 
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August 14, 2007 

Millennia Foy, MS 

Predoctoral Fellow 

Epidemiology 

Mentor:  Olga Gorlova, PhD 

12: 00 p.m. —1:00 p.m. 

Topics and Location  
To Be Announced 

August 28, 2007 

Laura Palmero, BA 

Graduate Research Assistant 

Behavioral Science 

Mentors:  Eileen Shinn PhD & Shine Chang, PhD 

12: 00 p.m. —1:00 p.m. 

Topics and Location  
To Be Announced 

October 30,  2007 

Hushan Yang, PhD 

Postdoctoral Fellow 

Epidemiology 

Mentor:  Xifeng Wu, MD, PhD 

12: 00 p.m. —1:00 p.m. 

Topics and Location  
To Be Announced 

Conferences 

American College  Epidemiology Annual Meeting  
Miami Beach, FL 

September 15—18, 2007 

Society for Neuroscience Annual Meeting  
San Diego, CA 

November 3—7, 2007 

Brown Bag Seminars 
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Cancer Prevention Grand Rounds 

Anne McTiernan, MD, PhD 
Full Member 

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
 
 

Research Focus: 
Prevention of new and recurrent breast  

and other cancer through physical activity 
diet and chemoprevention. 

 
 September 21, 2007 

CPB, 8th Floor, Room 7 & 8 

The  M. D. Anderson Trainee Career Fair 2007  
Friday, June 29, 2007 

UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Prevention Building, 
 8th Floor from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Trainee Career Fair 

http://www.acepidemiology.org�
http://www.sfn.org/index.cfm?pagename=annualMeeting�


Trainee & Alumni Affairs  

Fast Track Orientations 

August 9, 2007 
9:00—3:00 PM 
FC1.2002 

November 8, 2007 
9:00—3:00 PM 
FC1.2002 

ARE YOU A POSTDOC AT UT M. D. ANDERSON CANCER CENTER (MDACC)?                               
DID YOU KNOW YOU ARE ALREADY A MEMBER OF THE POSTDOCTORAL ASSOCIATION (PDA)?  

The MDACC PDA would like to invite all fellows to participate in our 
bimonthly meetings and play a role in the shaping of the postdoc-
toral experience at MDACC. Come share your ideas and your con-
cerns, and meet your colleagues! 

The MDACC PDA has three major goals: 1) to develop a sense of 
community by fostering professional and social interactions among 
postdoctoral fellows; 2) to provide a forum to disseminate accurate 
information and address issues relevant to postdoctoral fellows, 
and 3) to promote a productive dialogue among postdoctoral fel-
lows, the administration, and the faculty. Active participation in the 
PDA can help to develop leadership and presentation skills, present networking opportunities with 
MDACC and outside faculty, and allow opportunities to build your curriculum vitae through Steering Com-
mittee membership. 

Meetings are held on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month, with upcoming  
meetings on: 

 
 
 

Postdocs will meet in the Board of Visitor’s room in the main hospital (R11.2308) at 12 – 1 PM. Feel free 
to bring your lunch. We hope to see you there! 

For additional questions, please contact the PDA chair, Dr. Ivone Bruno, at her MDACC e-mail address 
(ibruno@mdanderson.org) or see our website (http://www.mdanderson.org/departments/PDA/). 

Right:  Martha Skender , Ivone Burno, Tracy 
Costello, Melissa Muller and Lorraine Reitzel 

June 14, 2007 June 28, 2007 July 12, 2007 

July 26 2007 August 9, 2007 August 23, 2007. 
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News You Can Use (continued) 

Postdoctoral Association Event Meeting 

Robert M. Chamberlain, PhD 
Ashbel Smith Professor 

The UT System Distinguished Teaching Professor 
Deputy Chair of Epidemiology 

Principal Investigator  
 

Topic:  Neworking 

 
 July 25, 2007 

12:00—1:00 PM,   Hickey Auditorium 

mailto:ibruno@mdanderson.org�


That the following acknowledgement needs to be on your presentations, posters, and manuscripts? 

R25E Short Term 3- Month Research Experiences (GRA) 
This research was supported, in part, by an educational grant awarded by the National Cancer Institute 
to The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center’s Cancer Prevention Research Training 
Program (www.CancerPreventionTraining.org) R25 CA56452, Robert M. Chamberlain, PhD, Principal 
Investigator. 
 

R25T Long Term - Pre and Postdoctoral Fellowship  
This research was supported, in part, by a cancer prevention training grant supported by the National 
Cancer Institute to The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center’s Cancer Prevention Research 
Training Program (www.CancerPreventionTraining.org) R25 CA57730, Robert M. Chamberlain, PhD. 
Principal Investigator. 

Did You Know... 
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The University of Texas M. D. Anderson  
Cancer Prevention Research Training Program 

www.CancerPreventionTraining.org 

 
Predoctoral and Postdoctoral Fellowships in Cancer Prevention 

 Predoctoral fellowship - Up to 3 years support ($23,000 / yr stipend + health benefits   
 + tuition/travel/etc.) 
 
 Postdoctoral fellowship - Up to 2 years support, with possible extension ($48,000 to 

 $60,000 / yr stipend + health benefits + research support/ travel/etc.) 
 
Requirements 
These fellowships are supported by the NCI R25T training grant with the requirement 
that applicants must be US citizens or permanent residents at the time of the 
award. 
 
Important Dates 
 Letter of intent (LOI) due                                    Wednesday, September 26th 
 Screening of LOI by Educational Advisory Committee October 
 Notify candidates to proceed with full application  October  
 Full Proposal due       Monday, November 12th 
 External Review        early December 
 Appointment notification      January 2008 

 
Interested applicants who are not familiar with M. D. Anderson and its faculty are encouraged 
to contact the Program's Academic Coordinator, Ms. Dee Tello  at   DTello@MDAnderson.org 
(713/745-2495) or   Dr. Shine Chang at ShineChang@MDAnderson.org (713/563-3573)   or   
Dr. Bob  Chamberlain at RChamber@MDAnderson.org (713/792-7756).  

http://www.cancerpreventiontraining.org/�
http://www.cancerpreventiontraining.org/�
http://www.cancerpreventiontraining.org/�


POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS 

 

Mary Coolbaugh-Murphy, PhD 

Department of Epidemiology 

High Resolution Microsatellite Instability Analysis for 
Evaluating Inherited Non-polyposis Colon Cancer and 

Identification of Individuals at Risk 

Mentors: 

Marsha Frazier, PhD and  

Michael J. Siciliano, PhD, Molecular Genetics  

,  

 

Michelle Fingeret, PhD 

Department of Behavioral Science 

A Prospective Examination of Smoking Status  

and Body Image in Surgical Patients with  

Cancer of the Oral Cavity 

Mentors: 

Ellen Gritz, PhD and  

Ann Gillenwater, MD, Head and Neck Surgery 

 

 

 

Daniel Hughes, PhD  

Department of Behavioral Science 

Physical Activity, Perceived Stress and  

Cortisol Levels in Endometrial Cancer Survivors 

Mentors: 

Karen Basen-Engquist, PhD  

and  Anil Sood, MD, Gynecologic Oncology 

 

 

Kala Y. Kamdar, PhD  

Department of Epidemiology 

Genetic Polymorphisms and Neuropsychological  

Impairment in Childhood Leukemia Survivors 

Mentor: 

Randa El-Zein, MD, PhD  and  Melissa Bondy, PhD 

 
Laura Lashinger, PhD  

Department of Carcinogenesis 

The Role of Obesity and Obesity and  

IGF-1 in Pancreatic Cancer 

Mentors: 

Stephen D. Hursting, PhD  and  Susan Fischer PhD    
 

 

Adrienne McCampbell, PhD  

Department of Clinical Cancer Prevention 

Moledular Mechanisms of the Interaction Between  

Obesity and Endomentrial Cancer:  Role of Adipokines 

in 1GF-1 Receptor Driven Endometrial 

Mentors: 

Imad Shureiqi, MD   

and Russell Broaddus, MD, PhD, Pathology 
 

 

Jennifer Minnix, PhD  

Department of Behavioral Science 

Affective modulation of negative affect in response  

to nicotine administration 

Mentors: 

Paul M. Cinciripini, PhD and  

Yisheng Li, PhD,  Biostatistics 

THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ALL CURRENT R25 TRAINEES, NAMES, MENTORS, AND PROJECTS 

*New Appointment 



POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS 

(continued) 
 

Lorraine Reitzel, PhD 

Health Disparities Research 

The Influence of Neighborhood-level  

Economic Deprivation on Smoking Cessation 

Mentors: 

David Wetter, PhD and Jennifer Irvin Vidrine, PhD 

 

Hui Zhao,  PhD 

Department of Epidemiology 

Application of Coalescence Process in Tumor 

Mentors: 

Qingyi Wei, MD, 

Yun-Xin Fu, PhD, School of Public Health and  

Carol Etzel, PhD, Epidemiology 

 

PREDOCTORAL FELLOWS 

Jill Amaon, MPH 

Department of Epidemiology 

Risk Factors of Multiple Myeloma:  

A Case-control study 

Mentors: 

Sara Strom, PhD  and  

Sergio Giralt, MD,  Stem Cell Transplantation 

 

Jennifer Colby, MS 

Department of Carcinogenesis 

Strategies for Chemoprevention of Pancreatic  

Adenocarcinoma Arising in the Setting of  

Chronic Inflammation 

Mentors: 

Susan Fischer PhD   and    

Robert Newman, PhD,  Experimental Therapeutics 

 

Millennia Foy, MS 

Department of Epidemiology 

Modeling the impact of cigarette smoking and genetic 
effects on the development of lung cancer using the 

two-stage clonal expansion model 

Mentors: 

Olga Gorlova, PhD   

and  Marek Kimmel, PhD, Rice University 

 

 

Deborah Goldwasser, MA 

Department of Epidemiology 

Applying Lung Cancer Progression Modeling  

to the Question of Over-diagnosis 

Mentors: 

Olga Gorlova, PhD   

and  Marek Kimmel, PhD, Rice University 

 

 

David Lopez, MS 

Department of Epidemiology 

The Role of Diabetes, Obesity and Lifestyle Factors on 
Prostate Cancer Risk in Mexican Americans 

Mentors: 

Sara Strom, PhD  

and Stephen C. Waring, PhD, School of Public Health 

 

Michael Mills, BS 

Department of Clinical Cancer Prevention 

Selenoprotein Targeting in the Chemoprevention  

of Prostate Carcinogenesis 

Mentors: 

David Menter, PhD and  

Richard Behringer, PhD, Thoracic Head & Neck 



 PREDOCTORAL FELLOWS 

(continued) 

 

 

Charles Minard, MS 

Department of Epidemiology 

Extension of a Two-stage Markov Model to  

Estimate   Tobacco Cessation Program Compliance  

and Cancer Outcomes 

Mentors: 

Carol J. Etzel, PhD  

and  David W. Wetter, PhD, Health Disparities Research 

 

 

 

Nisha Nayak, MA 

Department of Behavioral Science 

Modeling Individual Change in Depressive Symptoms 
During Smoking Cessation as a Function  

of Post-traumatic Stress 

Mentors: 

Paul Cinciripini, PhD,   Jan Blalock, PhD  

and Yisheng Li, PhD,  Biostatistics 

 

 

 

Mala Pande, BS  

Department of Epidemiology 

Effect of Smoking and Effect of Metabolic Genetic  

Poly-morphisms on Age of Onset of Hereditary  

Non-Polyposis Colorectal Cancer 

Mentors: 

Marsha Frazier, PhD  and  Christopher Amos, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Tang,  MS 

Department of Epidemiology 

Genetic Modulation of the Association Between  

NSAIDS and Esophageal Cancer 

Mentors: 

Xifeng Wu, MD. PhD  

and Walter Hittleman, PhD, Experimental Therapeutics 

 

 

 

 

Karrie Wheatley,  BA 

Department of Carcinogenesis 

Obesity, Exercise and Breast Cancer: The Role of p53 

Mentors: 

Stephen D. Hursting, PhD,  

and Michele Forman, PhD, Epidemiology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 GRADUTATE RESEARCH ASSISTANTS 
3 to 6 Month Research Experiences 

 

*Rosa Banuelos, MS 

Department of Epidemiology 

A Study of Factors Affecting Breast Density  

and its Affects on Breast Cancer Risk 

Mentor: 

Sanjay Shete, PhD 

 

 

*William Bryant, BS 

Department of Epidemiology 

A Study on Statistical Approaches for  

Mutagen Sensitivity Analysis in Twins. 

Mentor: 

Sanjay Shete, PhD 

 

 

*Rhiannon Dodge, BS 

Department of Epidemiology 

Measures of Body Composition and their Association 
with Insulin-like Growth Factors 

Mentor: 

Shine Chang, PhD 

 

 

*David Yang, BS 

Department of Epidemiology 

Differences between African-American and Caucasian 
Giloma Patients: Risk Factors, Treatment, Prognosis and 

Overall Survival 

 Mentor: 

Melissa Bondy, PhD  and  Michael Scheurer, PhD 

 



Program Information 

The UT M. D. Anderson Cancer Prevention Research 
Training Program prepares health scientists and clinicians 
to assume leadership roles as research investigators in the 
field of cancer prevention and control.  The program's multi-
disciplinary emphasis expands the perspective of the train-
ees by moving from their base of strength in a particular 
specialty (e.g., medical oncology, molecular genetics, be-
havioral science) to equip them with basic knowledge in the 
other disciplines in cancer prevention and control research.  
Trainees learn the relevant principles, research methods, 
and analytic approaches used by these other disciplines.   
 
This multi-disciplinary training is accomplished through 
specific graduate courses, our seminar series, and by par-
ticipation in ongoing peer-reviewed, mentored research.  
The objective is to immerse the trainee in the type of multi-
disciplinary research environment typical of cancer preven-
tion and control, with the endpoint objective of launching 
the trainee toward the scientific research role of principal 
investigator relatively early in his or her career.    
 
This program includes: 

 Short-term Research Experiences   
 3 month training ($1917/monthly) 
 

 Predoctoral Fellows 
 Up to 3 years training ($23,000/yr + benefits) 
 

 Post-doctoral Fellows 
 Up to 3 years training  
 ($48,000 - $60,000/yr + benefits) 
 

 Funding for stipend and benefits, tuition, books,  and  
allowance for travel, professional development, and re-
search expenses 

Eligibility 

For the Short-term Research Experience, an applicant 
must  be currently enrolled in an accredited graduate pro-
gram or medical school and be a U.S. citizen or lawfully 
admitted permanent resident.  Applicants with visas are not 
eligible. 
 
Predoctoral fellowship applicants must hold a Master’s 
degree or equivalent from appropriate health science disci-
plines, be enrolled in a doctoral degree program and be a 
U.S. citizen or lawfully admitted permanent resident. Appli-
cants with visas are not eligible. 
 

 
Post-doctoral fellowship applicants must have earned 
doctorates in health science or related disciplines.  Appli-
cants for NCI-funded post-doctoral fellowships must be 
U.S. citizen or lawfully admitted permanent residents. Ap-
plicants with visas are not eligible. Donor-supported post-
doctoral positions are available to applicants without regard 
to citizenship. 
 
These fellowships are funded by the National Cancer Insti-
tute grants (R25TCA057730/ R25ECA056452) and donor 
contributions. 
 
 
How to Apply 

For further information or to receive a fellowship application, please 
contact:  Dee Tello, Academic Coordinator,  (713) 745-2495, FAX 
(713) 745-1996, dtello@mdanderson.org;  

 

Shine Chang, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Director, Cancer Pre-
vention Education Program (713) 563-3573, shine-
chang@mdanderson.org;   or  

 

Robert Chamberlain, Ph.D. Deputy Chair, Department of Epidemiol-
ogy, (713) 792-7756,  rchamber@mdanderson.org.  Office location, 
1155 Hermann P. Pressler Blvd., Suite CPB7.3550, Unit 1365, 
Houston, Texas 77030-3721 

Ms. Carlos Williams 
carwilliams@mdanderson.org 

1155 Pressler Street,  

Suite 7.3550.14, Box 1365 

Houston, TX  77030 

Phone:  (713) 745-0843 

Fax:      (713) 745-1996 

Your comments, suggestions as well as 
updated contact information is always 
welcomed by the Editor: 

Cancer Prevention Fellowship Programs  

mailto:dtello@mdanderson.org�
mailto:shinechang@mdanderson.org�
mailto:shinechang@mdanderson.org�
mailto:shinechang@mdanderson.org�
mailto:shinechang@mdanderson.org�
mailto:rchamberlain@mdanderson.org�
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