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MD Anderson CPRIT Graduate Scholar Award - Call for Applications

The MD Anderson CPRIT Research Training Program provides fundamental, interdisciplinary, and innovative
training in cancer research at MD Anderson. This program is the continuation of a highly successful and
comprehensive training program supported by CPRIT. The program includes 3 tracks: the CPRIT Graduate Scholar,
CPRIT TRIUMPH (Translational Research In Multidisciplinary Programs) Postdoctoral, and CPRIT Summer
Undergraduate Programs. The program is led by Drs. Khandan Keyomarsi (PI) and Stephanie Watowich (Co-PI),
with assistance from Dr. Kara Lewis. Additional information is found at CPRIT Graduate Scholar Program

The MD Anderson CPRIT Research Training Award and institutional funds will support nine CPRIT Graduate
Scholars per year. The funds will cover graduate student stipends, fringe benefits, and provide a modest annual
travel allowance. CPRIT Graduate Scholars will be appointed for one year.

Renewed funding may be awarded via a competitive annual review process. Renewals will be dependent upon
successful academic and research progress, participation in activities related to the CPRIT Graduate Scholar
Training Program (e.g. journal clubs, program seminars and workshops), and competition with new applicants.

Eligibility:

Post-candidacy Ph.D. students affiliated with MD Anderson graduate (GSBS) faculty are eligible for the CPRIT
Graduate Scholar Award. Successful candidates will have a competitive cancer research project and be directly
supervised or co-mentored by a CPRIT Graduate Scholar Faculty Member.

Applications will be limited to one per laboratory for each funding announcement cycle. While all students
affiliated with MD Anderson graduate (GSBS) faculty member laboratories are eligible, the faculty member must
nominate only one per his/her laboratory per funding announcement.

MD Anderson students who are directly supervised by CPRIT Graduate Scholar faculty members (list
attached) have the option to choose a co-mentor from the training grant faculty.

MD Anderson students who are supervised by other faculty have equal opportunity to receive a CPRIT
Graduate Scholar Award. In these cases, the applicant must select a co-mentor from the CPRIT Graduate Scholar
Training faculty to serve as a member of his/her advisory committee. In this case, the co-mentor should provide a
letter of recommendation stating his/her commitment to serving as CPRIT Graduate Scholar co-mentor.

Application Instructions:
Required documents must be compiled into a single PDF file (less letters of recommendation) in the order listed

(under “Required documents”) and submitted via email to Dr. Lewis: keleonard@mdanderson.org
Page formatting: 1-inch margins on all 4 sides.
Font: Arial or Helvetica, 12pt.

Deadline: Friday, June 3,2022 (by 11:59pm)
Late applications or applications that do not follow the guidelines will not be considered.
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https://www.mdanderson.org/education-training/clinical-research-training/research-training/cprit-graduate-scholar.html
/Users/keleonard/Library/Application%20Support/Box/Box%20Edit/Documents/761595988444/keleonard@mdanderson.org%20

Required Documents:

Submitted by Applicant:

1.

A 2-page research proposal written by the CPRIT Graduate Scholar Candidate. This should include the
significance of the project and its relevance to cancer, theoretical aspects guiding the study (e.g., hypothesis),
goals of the project, and expected outcomes. A two-page limit is enforced but references may be included in
additional pages. Text and figures on additional pages will not be considered.

A current curriculum vitae for the applicant.
Undergraduate transcript; an unofficial transcript is sufficient.

GSBS status report and all advisory committee reports to date. For GSBS reports, please contact Ms. Bunny Perez
at Lourdes.V.Perez@uth.tmc.edu

A statement of commitment by the CPRIT Graduate Scholar candidate and dissertation mentor that indicates the
applicant’s intent to participate in all required activities of the CPRIT Graduate Scholar Training Program,
including monthly journal clubs and the CPRIT symposium and the mentor’s support for this participation (1-
page limit).

Submitted by Mentor/Co-Mentor:

1.

2.

3.

A training plan written by the applicant's dissertation mentor, including plans for scientific oversight of the
project, mentoring of the candidate, how the project is expected to facilitate the trainee's career goals in cancer
research, career development opportunities that will be encouraged/supported, and the mentor's overall
research goals. In addition, the mentor must affirm that only one application per lab will be submitted per award
announcement cycle. (1-page limit)

A statement from the CPRIT Faculty Mentor or Co-Mentor indicating willingness to serve as a member of the
CPRIT Graduate Scholar's supervisory committee.*

A letter of recommendation from the primary graduate mentor**.

Submitted by Recommenders:

1.

Two additional letters of recommendation should be submitted in support of the CPRIT Graduate Scholar's
application. Recommendation letters should be sent in PDF format from the referee's institutional email address
to keleonard@mdanderson.org. Please include the applicant's name and CPRIT Graduate Scholar in the subject
line. Letters of support should be received on or before the day the application closes.

*The statement on willingness to serve may be combined with the CPRIT Faculty Mentor or Co-Mentor’s letter of
recommendation.

**[f a co-mentor is to be included, the co-mentor should provide one of the two required letters of recommendation.

It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the application and letters of support are submitted by the
deadline of June 3, 2022.

Anticipated start date: September 1, 2022.
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CPRIT Graduate Scholar Training Faculty

Allison, James, PhD

Andreeff, Michael, MD, PhD

Arur, Swathi, PhD

Bankson, Jim, PhD

Bast, Robert, MD

Behringer, Richard PhD

Beretta, Laura, PhD

Bhattacharya, Pratip, PhD

Brock, Kristy, PhD

Brown, Powel, MD, PhD

Byers, Lauren, MD

Calin, George, MD, PhD

Chen, Junjie, PhD

Cole, Francesca, PhD

Curran, Michael, PhD

DePinho, Ronald, MD

Draetta, Giulio, MD, PhD

Futreal, Andrew, PhD

Galko, Michael, PhD

Gan, Boyi, PhD

Gandhi, Varsha, PhD

Ge, Yejing, Ph.D.

Gubin, Matthew, PhD

Guise, Theresa, MD

Hart, Traver, PhD

Hazle, John, PhD

Howell, Rebecca, PhD

Johnson, Faye, MD, PhD

Jones, Philip, PhD

Kalluri, Raghu, M.D., Ph.D.

Karras, Georgios, PhD

Keyomarsi, Khandan, PhD

Kleinerman, Eugenie, MD

Konopleva, Marina, MD, PhD

Lizee, Gregory, PhD

Ma, Li, PhD

Maitra, Anirban, MBBS

Mazur, Pawel, PhD

McAllister, Florencia, MD

McCrea, Pierre, PhD

Moghaddam, Seyed, MD

Molldrem, Jeffrey, MD

Navin, Nicholas, PhD

Nurieva, Roza, PhD

Pickering, Curtis, PhD
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Piwnica-Worms, David, MD, PhD
Piwnica-Worms, Helen, PhD
Post, Sean, PhD

Rezvani, Katy, MD, PhD
Scheet, Paul, PhD

Sood, Anil, MD

Tainer, John, PhD
Taniguchi, Cullen, MD, PhD
Tweardy, David, MD
Wargo, Jennifer, MD
Watowich, Stephanie, PhD
Wood, Richard, PhD

Yee, Cassian, MD

You, James, PhD

Yu, Dihua, MD, PhD
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