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Goal
The goal of this symposium is to improve recognition, which will lead to early detection 
and improve outcomes.  Improved management of cancer related symptoms can lead to 
improved treatment compliance, patient comfort and quality of life.

This Symposium is intended for healthcare professionals. These individuals are in a 
unique situation where they can detect oral and head and neck cancers. Dentists often 
have limited experience in diagnosing head and neck malignancies or detecting the signs.  
Also, dental professions are typically untrained and apprehensive about dental treatment 
for patients with cancer. Currently, many dental practices are focused on cosmetics and 
esthetics.  This Symposium will redirect their focus and enhance their knowledge on 
detection, treatment, and management of the cancer patient.  The Symposium aims to 
improve the recognition of the presenting signs of head and neck cancer, and encourage 
timely referrals for biopsy and treatment.  It will also teach the dentists to improve the 
management of oral symptoms related to multiple cancer therapies, and be aware of the 
difficulties that treatment may create.

Educational Objectives
After attending this Symposium, participants should be able to:
•	 Identify fundamentals of major therapies for head and neck cancer (Knowledge)
•	� Evaluate head and neck cancer patients with a complete oral diagnostic and 

radiographic workup, resulting in early diagnosis and more appropriate treatment 
(Knowledge, Competence, Performance, Patient Outcomes)



Call for Abstracts
Deadline for abstract submissions is Tuesday, March 31, 2020. 
Submit abstracts for poster presentation to: oraloncologyabstract@mdanderson.org

Oral Oncology, Maxillofacial Prosthetics, Oral 
Medicine, and Oral Cancer Research are 
acceptable. All abstract submitters should be 
prepared to present their work as a poster.
 
Abstract Formatting Instructions
Limit poster abstracts to one page, typed single-
spaced on plain 8.5 x 11 inch paper. Organize 
the abstract into Purpose, Methods, Results, 
and Conclusions. All abbreviations or acronyms 
should be spelled out the first time they are 
used. Provide three to five keywords describing 
the nature and content of the abstract. Please 
include the name of the conference, title of your 
presentation, author’s full name, highest degree, 
and institutional affiliation.  Also please include 
author’s telephone, fax, and email information.
 
Registration for the conference must be 
submitted at the same time as the abstract.  
Register at www.mdanderson.org/conferences.
 
Abstract and Poster Notification Dates
The conference committee will select abstracts 
for poster presentations based on the scientific 
merit and the quality of the content.  Abstracts 
that are not submitted in the format above will 
not be accepted.  Abstracts will not be edited.  

The first author of the abstract will receive 
an email by Monday, April 6, 2020 confirming 
that the abstract was received.  Notification 
of acceptance for poster presentations with 
directives and poster size will be acknowledged 
by Monday, April 20, 2020 via email.
 
Freestanding 4 ft. x 8 ft. display boards and 
pushpins will be provided for the poster  
session.  An award for the best two posters  
will be presented.
 
The information contained in this e-mail 
message may be privileged, confidential, and/or 
protected from disclosure. This e-mail message 
may contain protected health information 
(PHI); dissemination of PHI should comply with 
applicable federal and state laws. If you are 
not the intended recipient, or an authorized 
representative of the intended recipient, any 
further review, disclosure, use, dissemination, 
distribution, or copying of this message or 
any attachment (or the information contained 
therein) is strictly prohibited. If you think that 
you have received this e-mail message in error, 
please notify the sender by return e-mail and 
delete all references to it and its contents from 
your systems.

•	� Discuss key issues with the patient’s oncology team to ensure both local and systemic 
control of symptoms (Knowledge, Competence, Performance, Patient Outcomes)

•	� Define and implement a “multidisciplinary approach” in the treatment of head and neck 
cancer patients to improve dental management in the oncology patient (Knowledge, 
Competence, Performance, Patient Outcomes)

•	� Identify and implement management strategies of primary oral sequela and secondary 
mucosal disorders of cancer therapy, which will result in improved treatment, compliance,  
patient comfort and quality of life (Knowledge, Competence, Performance, Patient Outcomes)

•	� Summarize the phases of prosthetic rehabilitation of the head and neck cancer patient 
and recognize key elements of fabricating maxillofacial prostheses (Knowledge)

•	� Facilitate speech, swallowing, functional rehabilitation and nutritional counseling in 
head and neck cancer patients, resulting in improved functional outcomes (Knowledge, 
Competence, Performance, Patient Outcomes); and 

•	� Evaluate and treat infectious complications in cancer patients and manage the pain 
and symptoms, improving patient comfort and quality of life (Knowledge, Competence, 
Performance, Patient Outcomes).



Target Audience
This conference should be of value to dentists, physicians, otolaryngologists, nurses, 
dental/otolaryngology fellows, residents, students, dental and medical staff.

Educational Methods
• Lectures 	 • Questions and Answers Session	 • Case Presentations
• Panel Discussions 	 • Posters Session and Presentations

Evaluation
A conference evaluation link will be included in the final program. This online survey will 
provide participants with the opportunity to comment on the value of the program content to 
their practice decisions, performance improvement activities, or possible impact on patient 
health status. Participants will also have the opportunity to comment on any perceived 
commercial bias in the presentations as well as to identify future educational topics.

CME Certificates and  
Attendance Verification Certificates 
Certificates awarding AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM or certificates documenting 
attendance will be emailed when an individual completes the online CME Verification 
process and evaluation.  To obtain a CME certificate, physicians must complete the on-
line evaluation questionnaire and CME Verification Form.

A record of attendance (certificate) will be available online to other health care 
professionals for requesting credits in accordance with state nursing boards, specialty 
societies, or other professional associations.



Accreditation/Credit Designation 
PHYSICIAN:
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation 
requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) through the joint providership of The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center and The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston School of Dentistry.  
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center name of accredited provider is 
accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 16.00 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™.  Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

DENTAL:
This continuing education activity has been planned and implemented in accordance 
with the standards of the ADA Continuing Recognition Program (ADA CERP) through joint 
efforts between The University of Texas School of Dentistry at Houston - PACE Center, 
Continuing Dental Education and The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Department of CME/Conference Management.

Attendance at didactic sessions can earn a maximum of 16.5 credit hours in AGD Codes: 070 
Endodontics, 158 Tobacco Cessation, 310 Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, 670 Prosthodontics/
Removable, 690 Implants and 730 Oral Medicine, Oral Diagnosis, Oral Pathology.

The formal continuing education programs of this sponsor are accepted by AGD for
Fellowship/Mastership credit. The current term of acceptance extends from 11/01/2019 
to 12/31/2023. The University of Texas School of Dentistry at Houston is a member of the 
Association for Continuing Dental Education.

NURSING:
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center is an approved provider with 
distinction of nursing continuing professional development by the Texas Nurses 
Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.
 
Nurses will be awarded up to 14.75 CNE contact hours when requirements for successful 
completion are met.  Nurses must arrive and sign-in no later than 15 minutes after the 
first session begins and full participation must occur.  Nurses must complete an online 
evaluation that will only be open for 7 consecutive days at the close of the educational 
activity.  A “Certificate of Successful Completion” will be electronically emailed to the 
address provided.



The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center has implemented a process whereby everyone 
who is in a position to control the content of an educational activity must disclose all relevant financial 
relationships with any commercial interest that could potentially affect the information presented.  

MD Anderson also requires that all faculty disclose any unlabeled use or investigational use (not yet 
approved for any purpose) of pharmaceutical and medical device products.  Specific disclosure will be 
made to the participants prior to the educational activity.

Agendas are subject to change because we are always striving to improve the quality of your 
educational experience.  MD Anderson may substitute faculty with comparable expertise on rare 
occasions necessitated by illness, scheduling conflicts, and so forth.

Photographing, audio taping and videotaping are prohibited.

Planning Committee
MD Anderson:

Theresa M. Hofstede, DDS, FACP
Chairman

Mark S. Chambers, DMD, MS
Co-Chairman

Paul W. Gidley, MD
Co-Chairman

Neil Gross, MD, FACS
Professor

Jeffrey Myers, MD, PhD
Chair

G. Brandon Gunn, MD
Associate Professor

Renata Ferrarotto, MD
Associate Professor

Katherine A. Hutcheson, PhD, MS
Associate Professor

Patricia Boone
Coordinator

Amy Buck
Operations Manager

Felisha Estelle
Sr. Conference Planner

Kelley Gilpin 
Industry Support Manager

Chris Whitcher, EdD, MSN, MBA, 
RN-BC, OCN 
Nursing Educator, Primary CNE 
Nurse Planner

Clara Cebrun, MSN, CPN, RN 
Nursing Educator

The University of Texas School  
of Dentistry at Houston:

Yvette Haas, CDA, CPP 
Coordinator II

Arthur Jeske, DMD, PhD 
Professor and Associate Dean

Taressa Visor, IOM 
Director



THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2020
7:30 am	 Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:00	 Welcome/Opening Address 
Paul W. Gidley, MD 
Theresa M.Hofstede, DDS, FACP

Oral Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment 
Moderator: Theresa M. Hofstede, DDS, FACP

8:10	 Keynote Speaker: Dangerous Mucosa-Color Changes, Ulcers and Masses 
Representing or Mimicking Precancers and Early Cancers of the Mouth 
Jerry Bouquot, BA, DDS, MDS

9:00	 Multidisciplinary Care of the Head and Neck Cancer Patient/               
NCCN Guidelines 
Jeffrey Myers, MD PhD 
Mark S. Chambers, DMD, MS

9:20	 TNM Staging/Diagnostic Evaluation of the Head and Neck Cancer Patient 
Mark Zafereo, MD, FACS

9:40	 Head and Neck Clinical Exam 
R. Jennifer Wang, MD

10:00	 Techniques for Diagnosing Oral Lesions and Oral Biopsy Techniques 
Ann Gillenwater, MD

10:20	 Break

10:50	 The Epidemics of HPV-related Cancers: Why we must Vaccinate             
and Why we need to Screen 
Kristina Dahlstrom, PhD

11:20	 Head and Neck Pathology 
Michelle D. Williams, MD

11:45 	 Interdisciplinary Management of an Oral Lesion (Case Presentation) 
Moderator: Mark S. Chambers, DMD, MS 
Panel Members: Jerry Bouquot, DDS, MDS; R. Jennifer Wang, MD;  
and Michelle D. Williams, MD

12:15 pm	 Lunch (provided)

1:00	 Surgical Management of Oral Cavity and Oropharyageal Cancer 
Ryan P. Goepfert, MD 

AGENDA



1:30	 Systemic Therapy in the Curative Setting for Head                                        
and Neck Squamous Cell Carcinoma 
Renata Ferrarotto, MD

2:00	 Radiation Therapy for Head and Neck Cancer Patients 
Amy Moreno, MD

2:30	 Break

3:00 	 Microvascular Surgery in the Reconstruction of the Resected Mandible 
and Maxilla 
Matthew Hanasono, MD, FACS

3:45	 Interdisciplinary Management of the Cancer Patient:  
Case Presentations and Discussion 
Moderator:  Paul W. Gidley, MD 
Panel Members:  Amy Moreno, MD;  Renata Ferrarotto, MD; Anitra 
Hamilton, BSN, RN, CMSRN; Alex Won, DDS, FACP; Miriam Lango, MD; 
and Matthew Hanaseno, MD, FACS

4:30	 Adjourn

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2020
7:30 am	 Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:00	 Opening Remarks 
Theresa M. Hofstede, DDS, FACP

Oral Management/Oral Complications of Oncology Patients 
Moderator:  Richard Cardoso, DDS, MS, FACP

8:10	 Oral Management of the Chemotherapy and Stem Cell Transplant Patient 
Richard Cardoso, DDS, MS, FACP

8:40	 Drug Induced Osteonecrosis of the Jaws  
Alex Won, DDS, FACP

9:10	 Oral Morbidities of Radiotherapy 
Adegbenga Otun, DDS

9:40 	 Smoking, Vaping, and Emerging Nicotine Products  
Jason Robinson, PhD

10:10	 Break



10:40	 Nursing and the Head and Neck Cancer Patient (Medical Reconciliation, 
Review of Systems, Pre-procedure Education and Management) 
Anitra Hamilton, BSN, RN, CMSRN 
Opeyemi Amubieya, MSN, RN, CMSRN

11:00	 Endodontic Treatment for the Cancer Patient 
Joseph Bernier, DDS

11:20	 Lunch and Learn (lunch provided) 
Table Clinic/ Poster Presentations

1:00 pm	 Speech and Swallowing Rehabilitation of the  
Head and Neck Cancer Patient 
Katherine A. Hutcheson, PhD, MS

1:25	 Lymphedema Management and Myofascial Release  
in the Head and Neck Cancer Patient 
Holly McMillan, MS

1:50	 Dental Hygiene Considerations for the Cancer Patient 
Donna DeVries, RDH

2:15	 Survivorship in Head and Neck Cancer 
Kristen B. Pytynia, MD, MPH

2:30	 Break

3:00	 Discussing Proposed Dental Treatment with a Radiation Oncologist -  
What a Dentist Should Know 
G. Brandon Gunn, MD

3:30	 Oral Complications of Radiotherapy/Chemotherapy and Its Management 
(Mucositis, Xerostomia, Infection, Trismus) Presentations and Q&A 
Session 
Moderator: Theresa M. Hofstede, DDS, FACP 
Panel Members: G. Brandon Gunn, MD, Richard Cardoso, DDS, MS, 
FACP; Katherine A. Hutcheson, PhD, MS; and Donna DeVries, RDH

4:30	 Poster Presentation Awards

4:45	 Adjourn



SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2020
7:30 am	 Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:00	 Opening Remarks 
Theresa M. Hofstede, DDS, FACP

Dental Care and Maxillofacial Rehabilitation 
Moderator:  Mark S. Chambers, DMD, MS

8:15	 Speech Aid Prostheses 
Ruth Aponte-Wesson, DDS, FACP

8:45	 Other Applications for Osseointegrated Implants 
Paul W. Gidley, MD

9:00	 Pre-radiotherapy Dental Evaluation and Management                                     
of the Head and Neck Cancer 
Mark S. Chambers, DMD, MS

9:20	 Prosthetic Management of the Maxillary and  
Mandibular Resection Patient 
Richard Cardoso, DDS, MS, FACP

10:10	 Break

10:40	 Pre-harvest Implants in Maxillofacial Reconstruction  
Theresa M. Hofstede, DDS, FACP

11:00	 Facial Prosthetics 
Natalie Aguilar, Anaplastologist

11:30	 Tracheostomal Customization  
Pattii C. Montgomery, Anaplastologist

12:00 pm	 Adjourn

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

  

MD Anderson Cancer Center is going green to save paper and the 
environment. Hard copies of the presentations will not be available onsite. 
Presentations will be available online after the conference adjourns.



MD Anderson Faculty- 
Department of Head and Neck Surgery

Opeyemi Amubieya, MSN, RN, CMSRN 
Oncology Educator

Ruth Aponte-Wesson, DDS, FACP
Associate Professor 
Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics

Natalie Aquilar
Anaplastologist 
Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics

Richard Cardoso, DDS, MS, FACP
Associate Professor 
Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics

Mark S. Chambers, DMD, MS
Professor 
Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics

Kristina Dahlstrom, PhD
Assistant Professor

Donna DeVries, RDH
Dental Hygienist 
Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics

Paul W. Gidley, MD
Professor

Ann Gillenwater, MD
Professor

Ryan P. Goepfert, MD
Assistant Professor

Anitra Hamilton, BSN, RN, CMSRN
Nurse Manager

Theresa M. Hofstede, DDS, FACP 
Associate Professor 
Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics 

Katherine A. Hutcheson, PhD, MS 
Associate Professor 
Section of Speech 
Pathology and Audiology 

Miriam Lango, MD
Professor

Holly McMillan, MS
Sr. Speech & Language Pathologist

Pattii C. Montgomery
Anaplastologist 
Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics

Jeffrey Myers, MD, PhD
Chair

Adegbenga Otun, DDS
Assistant Professor
Oral Oncology

Kristen B. Pytynia, MD, MPH
Professor

R. Jennifer Wang, MD
Assistant Professor

Alex Won, DDS, FACP
Assistant Professor 
Oral Oncology and Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics

Mark Zafereo, MD, FACS
Associate Professor



MD Anderson Faculty
Renata Ferrarotto, MD
Associate Professor
Thoracic/Head and Neck Medical 
Oncology

G. Brandon Gunn, MD
Associate Professor
Radiation Oncology

Matthew Hanasono, MD, FACS
Professor
Plastic Surgery

Amy Moreno, MD
Assistant Professor 
Radiation Oncology

Jason Robinson, PhD
Associate Professor
Behavior Science

Michelle D. Williams, MD
Professor 
Pathology, Anatomical

Guest Faculty
Jerry Bouquot, DDS, MDS

Director of Research
The Maxillofacial Center for Education & Research

Morgantown, West Virginia

Joseph Bernier, DDS
Endodontic Associates

Bellaire, Texas

A Reminder:
Meeting room temperatures and personal comfort ranges vary widely.  
Since meeting rooms always seem cold, please bring either a sweater or jacket.



Registration Information
On-site registration opens at 7:30 am on Thursday, May 14, 2020 at MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Clark Clinic, Hickey Auditorium, 1515 Holcombe Boulevard, Houston, Texas. The 
opening session of the conference will begin at 8:00 am on Thursday, May 14, 2020 and the 
conference will adjourn at 12:00 pm on Saturday, May 16, 2020.

Advanced registration is encouraged as space and materials are limited. Please see the 
registration form for applicable fees.

The conference registration fee includes the tuition, final program pages, breakfasts, 
lunches and breaks.

The deadline for advanced registration is Friday, April 24, 2020.

There are three ways to register:
•	� On-line: at www.mdanderson.org/conferences 
•	� Fax to: 713-794-1724
•	� Mail to: �CME/Conference Management – Unit 1781, The University of Texas MD 

Anderson Cancer Center, P.O. Box 301407, Houston, TX 77230-1407 

Telephone registrations are not accepted.

We accept the following forms of payment:
•	� Check (payable through U.S. banks only)
•	� Money Order
•	� Credit Cards (MasterCard, VISA, and American Express)
•	� Cash (on-site registration only)

When registering online a receipt/confirmation letter will be automatically emailed to 
the email address you list on the registration form. If you register by fax or mail a receipt/
confirmation letter will be sent to you within ten working days of receipt of your payment.

Registration Fee Schedule
See registration form for fee schedule.

Refund/Cancellation Policy 
The registration fee, minus a $50 administrative handling fee, is refundable if a written 
request is received on or before Friday, April 24, 2020. No refunds will be granted after 
that date. The request for a registration refund must include the tax identification number 
of the company or institution if registration was paid by a company or institution check. 

The Department of CME/Conference Management reserves the right to cancel activities 
prior to the scheduled date, if low enrollment or other circumstances make it necessary. 
Each registrant will be notified by mail, email, or at the phone or fax numbers given on the 
registration form. 

http://www.mdanderson.org/conferences


In case of activity cancellation, the liability of the Department of CME/Conference 
Management is limited to the registration fee. CME/Conference Management will refund 
the full registration fee. 

The Department of CME/Conference Management reserves the right to limit the number 
of participants in a program and is not responsible for any expenses incurred by an 
individual whose registration is not confirmed and for whom space is not available. Please 
check the website www.mdanderson.org/conferences

For additional information, contact CME/Conference Management at 713-792-2223 or  
toll free at 866-849-5866.

Special Assistance
Contact Felisha Estelle in the Department of CME/Conference Management at  
713-745-0083 if you have any special dietary or ADA accommodation needs.

Please let us know what specific topics, issues, or questions you wish to see addressed 
or emphasized in this activity. Fax or email CME/Conference Management. All responses 
will be forwarded to the Program Chairs for consideration.

Accommodations
•	� A block of rooms has been reserved for conference attendees at Houston Marriott 

Medical Center Hotel, 6580 Fannin Street, Houston, Texas. 
•	� Early reservation is suggested.
•	� The hotel phone number is 713-796-0080. The toll free number is 1-800-228-9290. 
•	� When you make reservations be sure to mention the “MD Anderson Oral Oncology 

Symposium” to be assured of receiving the special meeting rate of $129.00 single or 
double occupancy. Please add 17% Texas state and local taxes. 

•	� Room Reservation Website: Book your group rate for Book your group rate for MD 
Anderson Oral Oncology Symposium Room Block or https://bit.ly/2rI8dkc

•	� Reservations and deposits received after Tuesday, April 28, 2020, will be confirmed if 
space is available and at currently published hotel guest room rates.

Ground Transportation (Prices are subject to change)

Houston is served by two airports, George Bush Intercontinental (IAH) and William P. 
Hobby (HOU). The following ground transportations are available to and from the airports 
to the Medical Center.
•	 Uber and Lyft
•	 Yellow Cab 713-236-1111 
•	 Fiesta Cab 713-225-2666.

www.mdanderson.org/conferences
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1572988061645&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1572988061645&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://bit.ly/2rI8dkc
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