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Focus
This is the 7th Oncologic Emergency Medicine Conference at The University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. 

Our conference aims to continue to fill the knowledge gap in oncologic emergency medicine 
by providing information in an interactive forum that in turn enhances medical decision-
making by healthcare providers. 

Our proposed program will cover a variety of topics including:

• Oncologic Emergencies in variety of 
subspecialties:  Dermatology, Pediatric, 
Infectious Disease, Cardiology, 
Gastroenterology, Pulmonary, Pain and 
Palliative Care

• Case Reviews of common oncologic 
emergencies

• Diagnostic Imaging & Ultrasound in 
Cancer Patients

• Difficult Conversations – End of Life
• Identification of Immunotherapy Side 

Effects in the ER
• Oncologic care of the bone marrow 

transplant patient in the ED
• Psychiatric Concerns
• Overall Future of Oncologic Emergency 

Medicine – Outcomes and Change in 
Practice

Educational Objectives
After attending the conference, participants 
should be able to:

•	� Identify emergent medical conditions 
(e.g. adverse events, symptoms, pain, 
etc.) that occur in cancer patients and 
demonstrate best practices to maximize 
quality of care within an emergency 
medicine environment (Knowledge, 
Competence, Performance, Patient 
Outcomes);

•	� Educate on supportive care treatment 
plans for cancer patients that experience 
complex symptoms such as Superior 
Vena Cava Syndrome, Tumor Lysis 
Syndrome, neurologic syndromes, 
neutropenic fever, pulmonary embolisms, 
airway management, bone marrow 
transplant complications, as well as 
complications in pediatric patients 
(Knowledge, Competence, Performance, 
Patient Outcomes);

•	� Integrate palliative care skills, inclusive of 
advance care directives, and assessing 
the emotional state of cancer patients 
during the emergency visit (Knowledge, 
Competence, Performance, Patient 
Outcomes);

•	� Provide an understanding of innovative 
cancer therapies, related side effects 
and treatment options (Knowledge, 
Competence, Performance, Patient 
Outcomes);

•	� Obtain a better understanding of 
oncologic emergency medicine 
(Knowledge, Competence, Performance, 
Patient Outcomes).



Educational  
Methods
Lecture/Didactic – Case Study – Audience 
Response System – Panel Discussion – 
Question and Answer Sessions – Poster 
Session

Target Audience
This conference should be of value to 
Physicians, Advanced Practice Providers, 
pharmacists, fellows, and residents.

Evaluation
A course evaluation survey will provide 
participants with the opportunity to 
comment on the value of the program 
content to their practice decisions, 
performance improvement activities, or 
possible impact on patient health status. 
Participants will also have the opportunity to 
comment on any perceived commercial bias 
in the presentations as well as to identify 
future educational topics.

Accreditation/
Credit Designation
physicians

The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME) to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center designates this live activity 
for a maximum of 12.00 AMA PRA Category 
1 CreditsTM. Physicians should claim only 
the credit commensurate with the extent of 
their participation in the activity.

Ethics
The session entitled, Difficult 
Conversations, has been designated by 
The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center for .50 AMA PRA Category 
1 CreditsTM in medical ethics and/or 
professional responsibility. 

ABIM Maintenance 
of Certification 
Successful completion of this CME 
activity, which includes participation in 
the evaluation component, enables the 
participant to earn up to 12.00 Medical 
Knowledge MOC points in the American 
Board of Internal Medicine's (ABIM) 
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) 
program. Participants will earn MOC points 
equivalent to the amount of CME credits 
claimed for the activity. It is the CME 
activity provider's responsibility to submit 
participant completion information to 
ACCME for the purpose of granting ABIM 
MOC credit.

Participant completion data will be shared 
with and transmitted to the ACCME on the 
participant’s behalf.

In order to receive MOC points, you must 
pass the post-test with a score of 70% or 
higher. 

ACEP Credits
The 2020 Oncologic Emergency Medicine 
Conference has been approved by the 
American College of Emergency Physicians 
for 10.75 hours of ACEP Category I Credit. 



Pharmacists
If you are licensed in the state of Texas, 
you may now use CME credits toward your 
relicensure requirements. 

CME Certificates 
and Attendance 
Verification 
Certificates
Certificates awarding AMA PRA Category 
1 CreditTM or certificates documenting 
attendance will be emailed when an 
individual completes the online CME 
Verification process after the conference.

conference chairs

Patricia A. Brock, MD
Associate Professor and Deputy Chair
Medical Director
Emergency Medicine

Demis N. Lipe, MD
Assistant Professor
Emergency Medicine 

Monica Wattana, MD
Assistant Professor
Emergency Medicine

organizing committee

Kumar Alagappan, MD, FAAEM
Professor and Chair
Emergency Medicine

Allison Baring, CMP
CME Conference Planner
CME/Conference Management

Courtney Dooley, MBA
Senior Financial Analyst 
Emergency Medicine 

Denise M. Langabeer, MBA, PhD
Department Administrator 
Emergency Medicine

scientific advisory 
committee

Tim Cooksley, MB ChB (Hons), MRCP
University Hospital of South Manchester
Honorary Consultant
The Christie 
Manchester, United Kingdom

Christopher Coyne, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor and Director
Emergency Medicine Research and Special 
Studies (EMRSS) Lab
Associate Director 
Clinical Research and Clinical Research Scholar 
Fellowship
Emergency Medicine
University of California School of Medicine 
San Diego, California

Sarah Dubbs, MD
Assistant Professor
Emergency Medicine
University of Maryland School of Medicine
Baltimore, Maryland	

Sai-Ching Yeung, MD, PhD
Professor
Emergency Medicine
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center
Houston, Texas



Call for  
Abstracts
d e a d l i n e  f o r  a b s t r a c t 
s u b m i s s i o n  i s  d e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 9

The 2020 Oncologic Emergency Medicine Conference invites the submission of abstracts 
regarding clinical care or best practices in an emergency care setting. The goal is to provide 
the audience an opportunity to collaborate and stimulate discussions specifically on how 
an emergency center delivers quality patient care whether in an academic, hospital or 
community based setting. The type of research can be qualitative or quantitative and have 
a focus in public health, health services, epidemiology, or public policy. Ideally, there should 
be a focus on the care of the cancer patient in an emergency room setting but work in areas 
commonly encountered in oncological patients such as sepsis, pain, electrolyte imbalances, 
symptom management, and palliative care measures are encouraged.

Authors may submit abstracts of completed work, work in progress, or work elsewhere 
within the past 12 months. Selected abstracts will be published in the Journal of Emergency 
Medicine. 

abstract submission instructions:
Abstracts will only be accepted electronically (in PDF format) and should be uploaded to: 
https://bit.ly/2Bi51go (case sensitive) using Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox browser.

The deadline for receipt of abstracts is 11:59 PM CST on December 9, 2019. Notification of 
acceptance for poster presentations will be acknowledged by December 20, 2019. 

abstract formatting instructions:
Limit abstracts to 325 words, type in 12-point Times New Roman font, single spaced with 
one-inch margins, and left justified. Organize the abstract intro: Background, Methods, 
Results, and Conclusions. Define all abbreviations. Abstracts must not contain copyrighted 
material unless permission has been obtained by the author/publisher. 



Agenda | Thursday, January 23, 2020

7:00 AM	 REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST	

8:00	 Welcome  
KUMAR ALAGAPPAN, MD

8:15	 Keynote: Oncologic Dermatologic Emergencies  
MARIO E. LACOUTURE, MD

9:00	 Oncologic Emergencies – Case Reviews  
	 •	 �Superior Vena Cava Syndrome 

SARAH DUBBS, MD

		  •	 �Tumor Lysis Syndrome 
MARIA CRUZ CARRERAS, MD

		  •	� Acute Leukemia 
JEFFREY MERLIN, MD

		  Question and Answer Session

10:05	 Latest in Anticoagulation in Cancer Patients   
CRIS ROJAS HERNANDEZ, MD

10:40	 BREAK/POSTER VIEWING

11:00	 Managing the Chronic Cancer Pain Patient –  
One Size Does Not Fit All!  
ISHWARIA SUBBIAH,MD

	 Multimodal Analgesia and Interventional Pain Therapy   
LAKSHMI KOYYALAGUNTA, MD		

NOON	 LUNCH (PROVIDED)

12:45 PM	 Hemovigilance  
LUISA GALLARDO, BSN, MSN, RN AND JAMES KELLEY, MD

1:25	 Cytokine Release Syndrome- It Is Coming to the ED  
MICHAEL SCORDO, MD 	

2:05	 Hospital at Home  
ANAEZE C. OFFODILE, MD 

2:45	 BREAK/POSTER VIEWING



3:00	 Outcomes and Change in Practice  
	 •	� Neutropenic Fever 

TERRY W. RICE, MD

		  •	� Pulmonary Embolisms 
CHRISTOPHER COYNE, MD, MPH

3:55	 Difficult Conversations (Ethics Credit)  
KATHRYN BURK, MD

4:25	 Challenging Airway Management   
RYAN GOEPFERT, MD AND MARCELO SANDOVAL, MD

5:00	 ADJOURN AND WELCOME RECEPTION

Friday, January 24, 2020

7:00 AM	 REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

8:00	 Welcome  
PATRICIA A. BROCK, MD 

8:10	 Cardiac Oncology  
CEZAR ILIESCU, MD

8:45	 Bone Marrow Transplant Complications  
MICHAEL SCORDO, MD 

9:20	 Pediatric Oncologic Emergencies   
DOUG HARRISON, MD 

9:50	 Psychiatric Concerns in Cancer Patients  
RACHEL LYNN, MD 

10:30	 BREAK/POSTER VIEWING

10:50	 Ultrasound in Cancer Patients in the ED Setting   
JENNIFER CARNELL, MD

11:30	 Immunotherapies in the ED  
DEMIS LIPE, MD

12:15 PM	 Poster Awards 

12:30	 ADJOURN

1:00 	 OPTIONAL: CONCERN MEETING 
 
 
 



MD Anderson Faculty
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Associate Professor
Pediatrics

Cezar Iliescu, MD
Professor
Cardiology
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Pain Medicine
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Assistant Professor
Emergency Medicine

Rachel Lynn, MD
Assistant Professor
Psychiatry
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Assistant Professor
Emergency Medicine
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Assistant Professor
Plastic Surgery
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Associate Professor
Emergency Medicine
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Assistant Professor
Benign Hematology

Marcelo Sandoval, MD
Assistant Professor
Emergency Medicine

Ishwaria Subbiah, MD
Assistant Professor
Palliative Care Medicine

Guest Faculty
Jennifer Carnell, MD
Assistant Professor
Emergency Medicine 
Director
Emergency Ultrasound Fellowship
Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas 

Christopher Coyne, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor
Emergency Medicine
Director
Emergency Medicine Research and Special 
Studies (EMRSS) Lab  
Associate Director of Clinical Research
Associate Director
Clinical Research Scholar Fellowship  
University of California School of Medicine  
San Diego 
La Jolla, California

Sarah Dubbs, MD
Assistant Professor  
Assistant Residency Program Director
Emergency Medicine
University of Maryland School of Medicine 
Baltimore, Maryland

Mario E. Lacouture, MD
Director
Oncodermatology Program 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
New York City, New York

Michael Scordo, MD
Assistant Attending
Adult Bone Marrow Transplant Service 
Department of Medicine
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
New York City, New York



Registration Information
On-site registration opens at 7:00 am on Thursday, January 23. The conference will begin at 
8:00 am and adjourn at 12:30 pm on Friday, January 24. Advanced registration is encouraged 
as space and materials are limited. 

The deadline for advanced registration is Monday, December 23, 2019. 

There are three ways to register:
1.	On-line at www.mdanderson.org/conferences
2.	Fax to: 713-794-1724
3.	Mail to: �CME/Conference Management 

Unit 1781 
The University of Texas  
MD Anderson Cancer Center 
P.O. Box 301407 
Houston, TX 77230-1407

We accept the following forms of payment:
•	 Check (payable through U.S. banks only)
•	 Money Order
•	 Credit Cards (MasterCard, VISA, and American Express)
•	 Cash (on-site registration only)

A receipt and confirmation letter will be sent to you within ten working days of receipt of your 
fee. The conference registration fee includes tuition, final conference agenda, continental 
breakfasts, breaks, lunch and the reception. Please refer to the registration form for specific 
information regarding fees. 

refund/cancellation policy

The registration fee, minus a $50 administrative handling fee, is refundable if a written 
request is received on or before Monday, December 23, 2019. No refunds will be granted 
after that date. The request for a registration refund must include the tax identification 
number of the company or institution if registration was paid by a company or institution 
check. 

CME/Conference Management reserves the right to cancel activities prior to the scheduled 
date, if low enrollment or other circumstances make it necessary. Each registrant will be 
notified by mail, e-mail, or the contact numbers as given on the registration form. In case of 
activity cancellation, liability of CME/Conference Management is limited to the registration 
fee. CME/Conference Management will refund the full registration fee.

CME/Conference Management reserves the right to limit the number of participants in a 
program and is not responsible for any expenses incurred by an individual whose registration 
is not confirmed and for whom space is not available.

For additional information, please contact CME/Conference Management at 713-792-2223 or 
toll free at 866-849-5866.



special assistance

Contact CME/Conference Management at 713-792-2223 or toll free at 866-849-5866 if you 
have any special dietary or ADA accommodation needs.

accommodations

•	� A block of rooms has been reserved for conference attendees at the InterContinental 
Houston – Medical Center located at 6750 Main Street, Houston, Texas.

•	 Book your room online at: https://bit.ly/2yoivWB
•	 The hotel phone number is (713) 422-2779.
•	� Early hotel reservation is suggested and the room block cutoff date is Monday, December 

23, 2019.
•	� When you make reservations, be sure to mention the group name: 2020 Oncologic 

Emergency Medicine Conference to be assured of receiving the special meeting rate of 
$179/night for a standard guest room. Please add 17% Texas state and local taxes.

ground transportation 
(prices are subject to change and variable depending on location of conference)

•	� Houston is served by two airports, George Bush Intercontinental (IAH) and William P. 
Hobby (HOU). The following forms of ground transportation are available to and from both 
airports:

		  •	 Uber or Lyft
		  •	 Yellow Cab- (713) 236-1111

Please let us know what specific topics, issues or questions you wish to see addressed or 
emphasized in this activity. Fax or e-mail CME/Conference Management. All responses will 
be forwarded to the Program Chairs for consideration.

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center has implemented a process whereby everyone 
who is in a position to control the content of an educational activity must disclose all relevant 
financial relationships with any commercial interest that could potentially affect the information 
presented. MD Anderson also requires that all faculty disclose any unlabeled use or investigational 
use (not yet approved for any purpose) of pharmaceutical and medical device products. Specific 
disclosure will be made to the participants prior to the educational activity. 

Agendas are subject to change because we are always striving to improve the quality of your 
educational experience. MD Anderson may substitute faculty with comparable expertise on rare 
occasions necessitated by illness, schedule conflicts, and so forth.

Photographing, audio taping and videotaping are prohibited.
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