
 
Interdisciplinary Opioid Crisis Seminar 

Navigating the Current Opioid Crisis in Cancer Patients 
Time Agenda Item 
7:30am-8:00 am Registration/Pre-Seminar questionnaires/Breakfast (provided) 

 
8:00am-8:15 am Welcome  

Joseph Arthur, MD 
8:15am-9:00 am Keynote:  Cancer Pain, Chemical Coping, and Substance Use Disorder:  The 

Clinical and Ethical Dilemma 
Eduardo Bruera, MD 

9:00am-9:30 am Opioids 101:  An Overview of Appropriate Opioid Pain Management 
Sririam Yennu, MD 

9:30am-10:00am Safe Opioid Prescribing:  What do the Guidelines Say? 
David Hui, MD 

10:00am-10:15am Break (snacks provided) 
 

10:15am-10:45am Abuse Deterrent Opioid Formulations:  An Evolving Debate 
Akhila Reddy, MD 

10:45am-11:30am The Current Opioid Crisis:  Impact of State, Federal and Global Initiatives 
Cristy Schade, MD 

11:30am-12:15pm Approach to Cancer Survivors with Aberrant Opioid Related Behavior 
Lakshmi Koyyalagunta, MD 

12:15pm-12:30pm Lunch (provided) 
 

12:30pm- 1:00pm Why Do Patients use Opioids in a Maladaptive Manner?: Pathophysiology of 
Chemical Coping and Opioid Use Disorder 
Eduardo Bruera, MD 

1:00pm-2:15pm Real Case Studies:  An Interdisciplinary Approach to Aberrant Opioid Use 
Paul Walker, MD; Kevin Madden, MD; Tonya Edwards, APN; Eden Rodriguez, 
PharmD; Rhonda Hollins 

2:15pm-3:00pm Communicating with Patients with Aberrant Opioid Use: What Should We say? 
Suresh Reddy, MD and Daniel Epner, MD 

3:00pm-3:30pm Use of Urine Drug Screens and Prescription Monitoring Programs in Chronic 
Opioid Therapy 
Eden Mae Rodriguez, PharmD, BCPS & Kristy Nguyen, PharmD, BCPS 

3:30pm-3:45pm Break (snacks provided) 
 

3:45pm-4:15pm Doctor Shopping:  Perspectives of the Medical Oncologist and Emergency Room 
Physician 
Ahmed Kaseb, MD & Patricia Brock, MD 

4:15pm-4:45pm The MD Anderson Supportive Care Opioid Safety Initiative: Lessons Learned 
Suresh Reddy, MD & Tonya Edwards, APN 

4:45pm-5:15pm Rapid Fire:  Everything You Always Wanted to Know About … Aberrant Opioid 
Use* (but were afraid to ask) 
Eduardo Bruera MD; Diane Novy, PhD 

5:15pm-5:30pm Post-Seminar questionnaires / Seminar Wrap Up 
Tonya Edwards, APN 


