
 
November 2016 
The Center for Energy Balance in Cancer 
Prevention and Survivorship, of the Duncan 
Family Institute, facilitates and conducts state-
of-the-science research to understand the 
relationship between activity, nutrition, obesity 
and cancer, and uses this knowledge to 
optimize interventions to decrease cancer risk 
and improve cancer outcomes. The Center 
sponsors collaborative research, 
transdisciplinary educational opportunities 
and seminars to create, produce and 
disseminate innovative and practice-changing 
research results. 

 
Upcoming Conferences 
 
December 11-14, 2016, Washington, DC 
Connected Health Conference (formerly 
mHealth Summit) 
 
December 14-15, 2016, Washington, DC 

9th Annual Conference on the Science 
of Dissemination and Implementation 
 
January 27-28, 2017, San Diego, CA 
ASCO Cancer Survivorship Symposium 
 
February 16, 2017, Houston, TX 
Fifth State of the Science Cancer 
Survivorship Research Symposium: 
Cancer Survivorship Research Across 
Texas 

 

Upcoming Abstract 
Submission Deadlines 
 
August 3-6, 2017, Washington, DC 
American Psychological Association: 
Annual Convention 
Abstract Deadline: December 1, 2016 
 
February 16, 2017, Houston, TX 
Fifth State of the Science Cancer 
Survivorship Research Symposium: 
Cancer Survivorship Research Across 
Texas 

Abstract Deadline: December 2, 2016 
 
June 7-10, 2017, Victoria, Canada 
International Society for Behavioral 
Nutrition and Physical Activity: Advancing 
Behavior Change Science 
Abstract Deadline: December 2, 2016 
 
June 2-6, 2017, Chicago, IL 
American Society of Clinical Oncology: 
ASCO Annual Meeting 
Abstract Deadline: February 7, 2017 

 
Directors:  
 
Karen Basen-Engquist, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
kbasenen@mdanderson.org  
713-745-3123 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Center for Energy Balance in Cancer Prevention and 
Survivorship  
 

 
Energy Balance Research Seminar 
November 17, 2016 
 
 
 

Title: Harmony and Health: Adaptation of a Mind-Body Intervention for African-American Christians 
Facilitated by: Lorna McNeill, PhD, MPH 
Location:  ACB7.2680ab 
Time:12:00 – 1:00 PM 

 
Research Spotlight: Getting to Know Lorna H. McNeill, PhD, MPH 
As Associate Professor in Health Disparities Research in the Division of Cancer Prevention and 
Population Sciences at M.D. Anderson since 2006, Dr. Lorna McNeill continues to study the risk 
factors which make underserved and racial/ethnic minority populations more susceptible to cancer.  
“These populations have the highest obesity rates, which is an important cancer determinant,” she 
explains.  “Additionally, there are other social and contextual issues that come into play.  My primary 
focus is reducing cancer risk related to obesity/physical inactivity by identifying, improving and 
addressing these factors in order to increase physical activity – for the long haul.” 
 
Dr. McNeill has recently spent time enrolling African-American Christians in a yoga-like intervention 
that allows them to adopt mind-body practices which are compatible with their faith.  “When we first 
approached African-American churches, we quickly learned there is a low prevalence of doing this 
sort of exercise, because the spiritual aspect was viewed as incompatible with their religion. They 
were not receptive to the idea of yoga until we deconstructed it into components so it was acceptable 
for Christian beliefs.” 
 
“Minorities in general know that physical activity is good for their health, but still challenging to find 
time for.  We wanted to create a plan that they will enjoy and are willing to continue for 30 minutes a 
day.  We taught the benefits of stretching and breathing so it was perceived as culturally-appropriate 
and relevant, and held a pilot study at MD Anderson three times a week for men and women of all 
ages.  We are currently looking at the results of our research and hoping to make further inroads into 
other churches as time goes on.” 
 
In another pilot study, Dr. McNeill and her team are addressing the lack of grocery stores in “food 
desert” areas of Houston.  “Churches are again helping in the effort, by serving as food co-ops which 
provide fresh fruits and vegetables at no cost,” she explains.  “We have randomized 100 families – 50 
who get food, and 50 who don’t – and we are observing their willingness to continue buying healthy 
food on their own, after a given period of time.  This study ends in January, and we will analyze our 
findings to see what works best and refocus from there.” 
 
In yet another project funded by the Medicaid Waiver 1115 Program, Dr. McNeill is conducting after-
school studies in Galena Park ISD, in which both students and their parents agree to stay for a 
course that teaches healthy lifestyle practices, and how to eat to avoid obesity and other chronic 
illnesses.  “We teach them how to reduce sugar and fat in their diets, how to improve nutrition in 
simple ways, and promote more activity and less television-watching.  Right now, it’s a broad health-
education service which we hope to formalize for the long-term, across a larger student/parent 
population.” 
 
Originally from New York and the daughter of Jamaican immigrants, Dr. McNeill is the first child in her 
family to be born in the U.S.  She earned both a BA in African American Studies and Industrial 
Relations and an MPH in Health Behavior and Health Education at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.  She earned her PhD at the St. Louis University School of Public Health, and did her post 
doc fellowship at Harvard School of Public Health.   
 
Dr. McNeill is excited to be doing research which dovetails with studies in Energy Balance, and 
welcomes the opportunity to conduct collaborative research in the future.  “There is so much cutting-
edge work being conducted at M.D. Anderson, and I am so happy with the progress we’ve made in 
the time I’ve been here.  With our collective expertise and insight, we can make so many meaningful 
things happen.” 

 

Sister Institution Network Fund (SINF) Request for Applications: Deadline 
December 19, 2016 
 

 All faculty at the ranks of Assistant, Associate and full Professor are eligible. 
 Strong preference will be given to projects involving more than one participating institution. 

For a complete list of participating sites, please see the RFA announcement. 
 New partner institutions are eligible to participate in collaboration with one or more Sister 

Institutions. 
 Visit www.mdanderson.org/SINF for additional information. 
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 Bionutrition Research Core News 

Do you want to conduct nutrition research but don’t know where to start? Contact Christine Ranieri, 
Program Manager for the Bionutrition Research Core (BRC), at CRanieri@manderson.org for, 
brainstorming, consultation and service information. 
 

 Funding Opportunities at NCI and AACR. 

 Visit the BRC’s website for additional information. 

 

New Transdisciplinary (TD) Training Opportunity in Energetics and 
Cancer: Transdisciplinary Research on Energetics and Cancer (TREC) 
Training Workshop  

 
The inaugural course will be held June 18-23, 2017, at Water’s Edge Resort, Westbrook, CT.  Costs 
will be covered (excluding ground transportation).   
Applications are due January 2, 2017. For more details and to apply,  
visit http://TRECTraining.yale.edu 

 
NIH Metabolomics Webinars 
 
The NIH Metabolomics Scientific Interest Group was created to help stimulate interest in the field of 
metabolomics and aims to bring interested individuals from NIH and elsewhere together. The group 
hosts periodic webinars that highlight recent work in the field. 
 

 November 10, 2016, 10–11 AM Eastern, “Genetics Meets Metabolomics – From 
Association to Translation,” by Karsten Suhre, Ph.D., Professor of Physiology and 
Biophysics, Director of the Bioinformatics and Virtual Metabolomics Core, Weill Cornell 
Medicine – Qatar 

 December 6, 2016, 1–2 PM Eastern, “Nutritional Metabolomics to Identify Biomarkers of 
Dietary Patterns and Specific Diet Exposures,” by Mary Playdon, Ph.D., Post-Doctoral 
Fellow, Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics, NCI 

 
To learn more about these upcoming webinars, and to register, go to  
https://metabolomics-sig.nih.gov/events.html.  

 
Current Funding Opportunities 
 

National Institutes of Health Funding Opportunities [Standard dates apply]  
Testing Interventions for Health-Enhancing Physical Activity: PAR-14-315 (R01) 
Developing Interventions for Health-Enhancing Physical Activity: PAR-14-321 (R21/R33)  
Collaborative Innovation Award, Clinical and Translational Science Award (CTSA)  
Program (U01): PAR-15-172  
Advancing Translational and Clinical Probiotic/Prebiotic and Human Microbiome  
Research: PA-15-127(R01) 
Education and Health: New Frontiers (R21): PAR-16-078; (R01): PAR-16-080;  
(R03): PAR-16-079 
Examination of Survivorship Care Planning Efficacy and Impact (R21): PA-16-011;  
(R01): PA-16-012 
Exploratory/Developmental Clinical Research Grants in Obesity: PA-15-163 (R21) 
Education and Health: New Frontiers (R21): PAR-16-078; (R01): PAR-16-080 
Systems Science and Health in the Behavioral and Social Sciences  
(R01): PAR-15-048 
Translational Research to Improve Diabetes and Obesity Outcomes  
(R01): PA-13-352 
Leveraging Cognitive Neuroscience to Improve Assessment of Cancer Treatment-
Related Cognitive Impairment (R01): PAR-16-212; (R21) PAR-16-213 
Predicting Behavioral Responses to Population-Level Cancer Control Strategies 
(R21): PAR-16-257 
Innovative Approaches to Studying Cancer Communication in the New Media  
Environment (R01): PAR-16-249; (R21): PAR-16-248 
Cancer-Related Behavioral Research through Integrating Existing Data  
(R01): PAR-16-256; (R21): PAR-16-255 
Stimulating Innovations in Behavioral Intervention Research for Cancer Prevention 
and Control (R21): PAR-16-278 
National Cancer Institute Program Project Applications (P01): PAR-15-023  
Physical Activity and Weight Control Interventions Among Cancer Survivors:  
Effects on Biomarkers of Prognosis and Survival (R21): PAR-16-123;  
(R01): PAR-16-122 
 

American Cancer Society 
The Extramural Grants department encourages applications for research projects that 
focus on the multifaceted relationship between nutrition, physical activity and cancer: 
Extramural Grants  
 
Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas    
Competitive Continuation/Expansion - Evidence-Based Cancer Prevention Services:  
RFA P-17.1-CCE                                                          
Dissemination of CPRIT-Funded Cancer Control Interventions: RFA P-17.1-DI 
Evidence-Based Cancer Prevention Services: RFA P-17.1-EBP 
Evidence-Based Cancer Prevention Services - See, Test & Treat® Program: 
RFA P-17.1-EBP-STT 
Cancer Prevention Promotion and Navigation to Clinical Services: RFA P-17.1-PN 
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