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Why the Brain Tumor Program at 
MD Anderson?

The incidence of primary brain tumors in 
U.S. is approximately 70,000 new cases 
per year. Although statistics for brain 
metastases are not readily available, the 
estimated incidence of metastatic brain 
tumors is between 100,000 and 170,000 
people per year. 

The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center has a longstanding history 
of being known as one of the nation’s 
best hospitals for cancer care. We are 
continually striving to create more efficient 
treatments for brain tumors, increase 
survival periods, and ultimately find a cure 
for the disease.  

The Brain Tumor Center at MD Anderson 
is a multidisciplinary research program 
that includes over 70 faculty members 
from 16 departments at MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, with the mission of 
eliminating brain tumors by developing and 
maintaining integrated quality programs in 
patient care, research, and prevention. 



One of the main goals of the Brain Tumor 
Center is to educate the next generation 
of brain tumor researchers. The program 
stresses training on the clinical aspects 
of patients with brain tumors and their 
standard care, as well as diagnosis 
and prognosis of the disease. It also 
incorporates excellent lectures on the 
basics in laboratory research, coupled with 
the latest discoveries in this area. 

Trainees are encouraged to actively 
participate in these seminars by delivering 
scientific presentations as an opportunity 
for improving oral communication skills. 
This structure provides trainees with 
a broad and in-depth knowledge of 
essential areas of brain tumors, with 
the ultimate goal of producing trained 
professionals who choose a life-long 
career in biomedical brain tumor research 
that leads to the translation of fundamental 
discoveries into improved health care 
delivery. 

On average, 15-30 postdoctoral fellows 
and graduate students successfully 
complete the two-year Training in Brain 
Tumor Research course each year. They 
work under the direct mentorship of 
internationally renowned physician and 
research scientists.



       

• Top lectures in brain tumors from experts 
in fundamentals and trending topics in 
brain tumors, such as clinical aspects, 
neurodevelopment, and neuropsychology 

• Presentations from trainees’ current 
projects or published data 

• Development of professional oral 
communication skills

• Opportunity to rehearse doctoral thesis 
defenses with constructive criticism          
pre-presentation, as well as during their 
seminar

• Establishment of networking with other 
researchers and physician scientists

• Opportunity to earn a Caroline Ross 
Endowment Fellowship Award in recognition 
of significant achievements

• Certificate of completion at the end of the 
two-year course

MD Anderson trainees are prepared for a 
future career in research because of the 
mentorship provided to them by our  
world-renowned oncology scientists and 
surgeons. In addition to this, the two-year 
Training in Brain Tumor Research seminars 
offer the following benefits to trainees:

Benefits



Research     Discovery     Innovation

       How do I Participate in the    
Brain Tumor Research Program?

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences 
(GSBS) students must complete a one-
year rotation through multiple areas at MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. After one-year is 
completed, students are eligible to apply 
to a mentor currently in the Brain Tumor 
Program. 
 
Postdoctoral fellows must be in an MD 
Anderson mentor’s laboratory for one year, 
after which their mentor may recommend 
them for entrance into the Brain Tumor 
Program. The mentor will send the 
candidate’s curriculum vitae (CV) and 
references with their recommendation to a 
committee for review.  
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