
The Rolanette and Berdon Lawrence 
Bone Disease Program of Texas 
annual scientific retreat highlights 
cutting-edge research in metabolic and metas-
tatic bone disease through formal lectures, 
research, discussions, and poster presentations.

Keynote Address
ChARLeS hiLDeBoLT is a Professor of Radiology 
at Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology Washington
Uni versity School of Medicine, an Adjunct Professor
of Anthropology Washington University, an Adjunct 
Professor of Graduate Periodontics Saint Louis 
University, and biostatistical consultant Southern Illinois 
University School of Dental Medicine. A focus of his 

research has been to improve methods for assessing alveolar bone loss caused 
by periodontal disease in humans and non-human primates (free-ranging 
baboons of Ethiopia and Kenya). For 25 years, he has used 3D computed 
tomography (CT) in studies of human variation in health and disease and in
studies of genetic and environmental contributions to variation in baboon
cranial morphology. He has studied brain expansion during hominid evolution,
the brain of Taung (Australopithicus africanus), the brain of Hadar early hominid 
AL 162-28, the heritability of brain size and surface features in rhesus macaques, 
the brain (and other cranial features) of Homo floresiensis (the Hobbit), and 
demonstrated that Homo floresiensis was not a diseased modern human. 
He has used dentine microstructure in taxonomic and phylogenetic studies, 
determined the 3D structure of osteons, assessed geochemical influences on 
dental disease, and used radiographs to study enamel thickness in Krapina
Neandetals. He helped recover and study the skeletal remains of an 8,000-year-
old North American found in a western US cave at an elevation of 11,000 feet. 
He led a team to investigate a child mummy for whom DNA testing indicated
the mother was Greek or Roman, and radiocarbon dating indicated the child
lived between 30 B.C. and 130 A.D. Through NIH support, he demonstrated that
patients who take vitamin D and calcium supplementation have less severe 
periodontal disease than do patients who take no supplementation.

He is treasurer and a fellow of the American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Radiology and a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science. He serves on the editorial boards of Dentomaxillofacial Radiology 
and Calcified Tissue International, is an associate editor for Oral Surgery, Oral 
Medicine, Oral Pathology, and Oral Radiology, and provides ad-hoc reviews
for 14 other journals. He is a grant proposal reviewer for the NIH and 9 other 
foundations/agencies and is on the government affairs committee of the
American Association for Dental Research.

2014 Scientific Retreat Program
Friday, June 27, 2014
Marriott Medical Center Hotel
6580 Fannin, Houston, Texas

highlights
The program features oral presentations for finalists in the Rolanette 
and Berdon Lawrence Research Awards competition. An evening 
poster session provides an opportunity for investigators from across 
the Texas Medical Center to discuss current research.

Target Audience
Clinical and laboratory investigators in bone metastases, bone 
health in cancer patients, bone formation, and bone biology.

1:00 p.m. Opening Remarks 
Brendan Lee, M.D., Ph.D.

1:15 p.m. Keynote Lecture
Michael Rosenblatt, M.D. 
“Inventing Osteoporosis drugs: alendronate (then) 
and odanacatib (now).”

2:15–5:00 p.m. Lawrence Research Award Finalists Presentations

5:00 p.m. Poster Session and Cocktail Reception

6:00 p.m. Awards Dinner

Presentation by past Lawrence  
Research Awardee 

Poster winners announced

7:30 p.m. Adjourn

electronic Registration Form
To register: Email registration to: ccherry@bcm.edu 
Registration deadline: APRIL 7, 2017

 Name

 Degree

 Title

 Department

 Institution

 Phone

 Email

Select all events for which you wish to register:
Scientific Retreat (1:00–5:00 p.m.)
Poster Session and Cocktail Reception (5:15–6:45 p.m.) 

Note: All activities are free of charge, but registration is required.
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