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Sprint for Life
Founded in 1998, Sprint for Life has two missions: 
to raise funds for research and increase awareness 
about ovarian cancer. Hosted by The University of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center’s Department 
of Gynecologic Oncology and Reproductive  
Medicine, Sprint for Life has raised over $5.2  
million for the Blanton-Davis Ovarian Cancer 
Research Program at MD Anderson.
Saturday, May 5, 2018 is the 21st annual Sprint 
for Life 5K Run/Walk and Sprint for Sprouts Kids’ 
Run. Survivors, their families and friends,  
businesses, and MD Anderson employees come  
together to support this cause. Join us by  
participating or contributing to Sprint for Life. 
Help honor our mothers, sisters, daughters,
grandmothers and best friends.

Event Chair
Kim Podraza

Honorary Co-Chairs  
Kelli Blanton
Eddy Scurlock Blanton, Sr.
Lee Davis
Gayle Goodman
Wendy Davis Schmitz
Kimberly Davis Sperling

Founders
Laura Lee Scurlock Blanton 
Sandra G. Davis
Judith K. Wolf, M.D. 

Laura Lee Scurlock Blanton Sandra G. Davis

The program was named after Laura Lee Scurlock 
Blanton and Sandra G. Davis, whose families pro-
vided seed money, funding and a voice in the com-
munity about ovarian cancer. Mrs. Blanton lent her 
talents and support to the Ovarian Cancer Research 
Program as an advisor. She served as honorary chair 
for the program’s Sprint for Life 5K Run/Walk and 
was a lifetime member of MD Anderson’s Board of 
Visitors, a group of prominent volunteers who 
contribute their expertise and support to programs 
and philanthropy at MD Anderson. Mrs. Blanton led 
a valiant fight against ovarian cancer. She passed 
away on August 6, 1999, at the age of 71. 
Mrs. Davis battled ovarian cancer for four years. Her 
sweet nature and focused determination served as 
inspiration to accelerate efforts toward the 
improvement of prevention, early detection and 
treatment methods in the fight against ovarian cancer. 
Mrs. Davis passed away at the age of 49 on February 
29, 1996, and left two daughters, Kimberly and 
Wendy. Lee Davis, her husband, donated seed money 
for the creation of the Ovarian Cancer Research 
Program and continues to serve as an advisor to  
the program.

Laura Lee Scurlock Blanton  
and Sandra G. Davis
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The Blanton-Davis Ovarian Cancer  
Research Program
The program was created in 1996 as a critical step 
toward the goal of eradicating ovarian cancer. Led by 

David M. Gershenson, M.D., the 
program was the nation’s first  
formal, comprehensive ovarian 
cancer research effort aimed at 
translating basic discoveries into 
improved therapies and  
management of the disease.
 Today, Director Anil K. Sood, 
M.D., leads the program’s national  

 efforts for innovative research   
into the causes, prevention, detection and treatment  
of ovarian cancer. THE MISSION of the program is 
to find a cure for ovarian cancer by creating 
collaborative research for improving diagnosis and 
treatment of this disease by focusing on three 
primary GOALS: developing a new understanding of 
the causes of ovarian cancer; new methods for 
detecting and diagnosing ovarian cancer; and 
targeted therapies that are specific for an 
individual’s disease.
Collaborative support from colleagues in multiple  
disciplines and individuals from the community help 
drive the mission of this research. 

Executive Committee Members:
Director:
Anil K. Sood, M.D. 
Karen M. Basen-Engquist, Ph.D.
Robert C. Bast, Jr., M.D.
Diane C. Bodurka, M.D.
Robert L. Coleman, M.D.
David M. Gershenson, M.D.
Gabriel Lopez-Berestein, M.D.
Samuel C. Mok, Ph.D. 
Ms. Kim Podraza, patient advocate
Mrs. Peggy Port, patient advocate
Ms. Barbara Williams, patient advocate 
Mrs. Kenna Wood, patient advocate

Advisory Board Members:
Mr. Danny David
Mr. Lee H. Davis
Ms. Alma Faz 
Ms. Gayle Goodman
Mrs. Alycia Hughes-McKissack
Mrs. Susan Nutt 
Mr. Allan Port 
Mrs. Runsi Sen
Mrs. Leona Stich
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Sprint for Life awards $50,000 grants to researchers annually.

Know the Facts:
This year, about 22,240 women will be diagnosed with ovarian cancer and about 14,070 women will die. 
There is no screening or early detection test available.  Symptoms are subtle which result in only 25 percent of 
ovarian tumors being detected before they have progressed to an advanced stage.  
Early detection can improve survival rates to over 90 percent when detected before the cancer has spread  
beyond the ovary. 
Experts recommend women see their health care provider, preferably a gynecologist, if they experience any  
of the following unexplained conditions almost daily for more than a few weeks:
      • bloating
      • pelvic or abdominal pain
      • difficulty eating or feeling full quickly
      • frequent and/or urgent need to urinate 
Educating women and health care professionals about the risk factors and symptoms are key to higher levels  
of early diagnosis.
For more information on ovarian cancer symptoms and risk factors, visit www.mdanderson.org

$50,000.00

May 5, 2018

Fifty Thousand and 00/100

Pay to the order of

Dollars

21st Annual Sprint for Life® 5K Run/Walk & Sprint for Sprouts® Kids’ Run

From left, Drs. Wolf, Hu and Sood.
Wei Hu, M.D. is presented the research award for  

“Improving anti-angiogenesis therapy for ovarian cancer”

It is a critical time for research.  
Funding is needed to power science.
The fight against ovarian cancer is very 
real. Approximately one in 79 women 
will develop ovarian cancer in her  
lifetime.

2017 Sprint for Life  
Awardee
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Blanton-Davis Ovarian Cancer Research Program Sprint for Life Awardees

2003 
Anil K. Sood, M.D.  
$50,000
“How the endocrine system regulates 
growth factors in ovarian cancer 
patients”

2002 
Rosemarie Schmandt, Ph.D.  
$50,000
“to study genetic alterations in a specific 
class of molecules, known as kinases, 
that are frequently observed in the  
development of ovarian cancer tumors”

2010 
Vahid Afshar-Kharghan, M.D.  
$50,000
“The role of complement pathway in 
ovarian cancer”

2011 
Wei Zhang, Ph.D.   
$50,000
“MicroRNA therapy in ovarian cancer”

This chart is a representation of awardees and grants received.

2005 
Robert Luo, M.D., Ph.D. 
$50,000
“Evaluating tumor suppressor genes 
and apoptosis-independent autophagic 
cell death in ovarian cancer cells”

2003 
Charlotte Sun, Dr.P.H., M.P.H. 
$50,000
“Evaluating the quality of life of  
patients receiving ‘high dose’  
chemotherapy for ovarian cancer”

2002 
Diane Bodurka, M.D. 
$50,000
“to evaluate preferences of toxicities 
for ovarian cancer patients on  
chemotherapy”

2004 
Lois Ramondetta, M.D. 
$50,000
“Evaluating the role of spirituality in 
coping with and surviving ovarian 
cancer”

2004 
Judith Ann Smith, Pharm.D., 
FCCP, BCOP    $50,000
“Evaluating the possible ways to  
reverse drug resistance during  
treatment of ovarian cancer”

2006 
Michael Frumovitz,  
M.D., M.P.H.  $50,000
“The study of the quality of life in  
women receiving second-line chemo-
therapy for recurrent ovarian cancer”

2007 
Bryan Hennessy, M.D.  
$50,000
“Proteomics to find markers of chemo-
therapy resistance in ovarian cancer”

2008 
Bulent Ozpolat, M.D., Ph.D. 
$50,000
“Tumor-targeting siRNA-nanovectors 
for novel molecular therapy of  
metastatic ovarian cancer”

2009 
Kwong K. Wong, Ph.D. 
$50,000
“Understanding the molecular changes 
in cells that cause a rare ovarian can-
cer type, low-grade serous carcinoma”

2010 
Kathleen Schmeler, M.D.  
$50,000
“Inherited and sporadic BRCA altera-
tions in ovarian cancer”

2011 
Lois Ramondetta, M.D. 
$50,000
“Targeting stress factors in ovarian 
cancer”

2012 
Alpa Nick, M.D.  
$50,000
“Circulating tumor cells in ovarian 
cancer”

2012 
Yuexin Liu, Ph.D.  
$50,000
“Predicting therapy response in ovar-
ian cancer”

2013 
George Calin, M.D.  
$50,000
“Combinatorial therapy for ovarian 
cancer”

 
2013 
Prahlad Ram, Ph.D.  
$50,000
“MicroRNA biomarkers and therapy  
in ovarian cancer”

 
2014 
Kelsey Mathieu, Ph.D.  
$50,000
“Early Detection of Ovarian Cancer 
through Nanomagnetic Relaxometry”

 
2014 
Yunfei Wen, Ph.D.  
$50,000
“Promoting autophagic catabolism in 
chemoresistant ovarian cancer”

 
2015 
Pratip Bhattacharya, M.D.  
$50,000
“Metabolic Imaging of Ovarian Cancer”

 
2016 
Arvind Rao, M.D.  
$50,000
“Predictors of response to therapy in 
patients with ovarian cancer”

 
2017 
Wei Hu, M.D.  
$50,000
“Improving anti-angiogenesis therapy 
for ovarian cancer”
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Supporting the Cause
Sponsorship and Donation Opportunities

Sponsor Benefits at a Glance

Additional Sponsorships for Naming Opportunities: Boutique Sponsor 
$2,500

Kids Zone and Tot Trot/Sprouts Race 
Sponsor

$5,000

Sprint for Life plays a key role in our efforts to raise 
awareness and research funds for ovarian cancer.  

This will greatly impact future generations.

Thank you for your support,

Kim Podraza
Sprint for Life Event Chair 2018

34 year ovarian cancer survivor
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Sprint for Life 2017 facts:
 1,900 race participants
 45 corporate teams and 65 groups participated
 200 race day volunteers
 $50,000 grant awarded to a researcher, Dr. Wei Hu



Contact Name       Title

Organization/Company

Phone         Fax

Address        Email

City         State   Zip Code

Deadline for inclusion on race t-shirt is March 9, 2018. 

Sponsorship levels:
q *Presenting Sponsor .......... $30,000  q Silver Sponsor ............$5,000
q *Platinum Sponsor ............. $20,000 q Bronze Sponsor .........$2,500
q *Gold Sponsor .................... $10,000 q Crystal Sponsor .........$1,000
*Presenting, Platinum and Gold sponsors are asked to contact the Sprint for Life office before completing this form.

Sponsor Benefits
q  Yes, we would like complimentary corporate teams to participate in Sprint for Life.
q  No, we would not like complimentary corporate teams to participate in Sprint for Life. 

Sponsor Recognition
Would you like to be recognized in Sprint for Life promotional materials? (t-shirt, website, etc.)
q  Yes, we would like to be recognized. (t-shirt, website, etc.)
q  No, we would prefer not to be recognized in Sprint for Life promotional materials. 

Donation Opportunities:
Donation Only:
q  We do not wish to receive sponsor benefits and have enclosed a tax-deductible contribution of: $                       .                                    
In-Kind Donation:  
q  We would like to participate as an in-kind sponsor and will provide the following items/services:

 The value of our in-kind donation is $                                                              .
 Signature         Date

Payment:
q Our check, made payable to MD Anderson Sprint for Life   q is enclosed   q will be sent
q Please charge my   q Mastercard   q Visa   q American Express   q Discover
The taxpayer ID of The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center is 74-6001118.

Account#       Exp. Date                                               CVV

Print Name     Signature              Date
  

Sponsorship and Donation Opportunities 
This form must accompany sponsorship/donation payment.

Mail the original along with payment to: MD Anderson Cancer Center
Sprint for Life
PO Box 4470, Houston, Texas  77210-4470 sprintforlife.com   7



The Blanton and Davis Families Thank the 2017 Sprint for Life® 5K Sponsors


