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Harvey Heroes Honoring those who went the extra mile 

Dr. Patrick Hwu and the DoCM send our sincere thanks to everyone who served on the 
ride-out and recovery teams in our hospital and clinics in the wake of Hurricane Harvey 
from Aug. 28 to Sept. 8, and to those of you who worked remotely to ensure continued 
operations for our patients. On campus and off, many acts of kindness and heroism have 
emerged from the devastation of this storm, from providing shelter for colleagues to 
getting meals to stranded patients and staff. We are impressed with the genuine 
expression of our core values of Caring – in putting others above yourselves; Integrity - in 
coming together as a team; and Discovery – by showing willingness to serve wherever 
needed, possibly in a capacity completely different from your regular duties. Send Harvey 
Heroes recognition to a coworker. 
 

Divisional Priorities Turning our focus back to our goals 
We have been building a list of priorities since Dr. Patrick Hwu took the reins as 
division head in March 2015. The list was incredibly long, but through visioning we 
have found that the 120+ items consolidate under three main topics: (1) clinical trials 
activation time, (2) budgetary control, revenue enhancement, and expense 
management, and (3) entrepreneurship, biotechnology, and novel drug 
development. Our goals as a division are encapsulated by the seven institutional 
operational priorities of: Patient experience; achieve decisive discoveries; education; 
recruitment, retention, and development; enhance information systems; financial 
sustainability/increase efficiency; and geographic expansion. We will be working 
together to incorporate these aims with Dr. Karen Lu’s stated objectives of 
engagement, leadership, and development. Review the Executive Update from the 
Manager’s Forum. 
 

CPRIT Awards Division faculty earn awards for research and facility support 
Congratulations to division faculty who were recently awarded grants from the 
Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT). Read the news release. 
 

https://myteams.mdanderson.org/divisions/hr/rewret/hr-rewards/Heroes%20of%20Harvey/SitePages/Heroes%20of%20Harvey.aspx
https://myteams.mdanderson.org/divisions/hr/rewret/hr-rewards/Heroes%20of%20Harvey/SitePages/Heroes%20of%20Harvey.aspx
http://inside.mdanderson.org/about-mdacc/managers-forum/meetings/august-2017/operational-priorities.pdf
http://inside.mdanderson.org/about-mdacc/managers-forum/meetings/august-2017/operational-priorities.pdf
https://www.mdanderson.org/newsroom/2017/08/md-anderson-receives--7-5-million-in-cprit-funding-for-research-.html


Shuxing Zhang, PhD, PharmD, associate professor of Experimental 
Therapeutics: “Targeting Ubiquitination for Cancer Therapy,” Early 
Translational Research Award ($915,000) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kunal Rai, PhD, assistant professor of Genomic Medicine: “Role of 
HDAC8 and Higher Order Chromatin Structure in Melanoma 
Metastasis and Therapy,” Individual Investigator Award 
($823,154) 
 
 
 
 
 
Giulio Draetta, MD, PhD, professor of Genomic Medicine and vice 
president for Therapeutics Discovery: “Identification of Critical 
Dependencies and Actionable Therapeutic Options in Smarcb1-
Deficient Pediatric Tumors,” Core Facility Support Award 
($200,000) 
 
 
 
 

 
Grand Rounds DoCM Grand Rounds are held at 8 a.m. each Tuesday in Hickey Auditorium (unless 

otherwise noted). View videos here.  
Upcoming programs: 
Sept. 26: Anil Chaturvedi, PhD, NCI, “Screening for Lung Cancer and Head & Neck 
Cancers” (AT&T Auditorium) 
Oct. 3: Laurence Cooper, MD, PhD, Ziopharm Oncology/MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
“Manipulating the Immune Response: From Bench to Bedside to Boardroom” 
Oct. 10: Van Morris, MD; Ferdinandos Skoulidis, MD; Jay Zhang, MD; Khalifa Scholars 
Oct. 24: Carlos Argeaga, MD, Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
Nov. 14: 2017 Waun Ki Hong Visiting Professorship 
 

Save the Date Mark your calendar for the State of the Division Address and 12th Annual Faculty 
Recognition & Awards Program, Friday, Dec. 1, from 8–9:30 a.m. in Hickey 
Auditorium.  
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