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Welcome to the Network  
 

East Jefferson General Hospital  
Dr. Richard Corales  - Neurosurgery  
Dr. William Meyers - Gastroenterology 

 
Sacred Heart Health System 

Dr. Michael Boyle - Surgery 

Dr. Harish Malhotra - Medical Oncology  
 

Saint Francis Medical Center  
Dr. Joseph McCadams - Surgery 

  

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and  
M. D. Anderson Physicians Network  

Fifth Annual Symposium  
 
We would like to thank all of the MDAPN 
credentialed physicians and nurses who par-
ticipated in The M.D. Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter and M. D. Anderson Physicians Network 
Fifth Annual Symposium.  Your attendance 
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a success.   
 
Planning for the Sixth Annual Symposium 
is already underway.   The symposium will 
be held August 14-17, 2010 at the New York 
Marriott Marquis in New York, NY .  Please 
mark your calendars and check our website 
at www.physiciansnetwork.org  in the com-
ing months for more details.  

  

ASCO-ONS Publish Standards for Safe Chemo-
therapy Administration  
 Through a consensus-based process, the American Society 
of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) and the Oncology Nursing 
Society (ONS) have developed joint standards for safe ad-
ministration of chemotherapy to adult patients in the out-
patient setting. 
 
The process implemented included review of the literature 
and convening of a workshop of 40 multidisciplinary on-
cology professionals, representing diverse practice settings, 
including oncologists, nurses, pharmacists, social workers, 
practice administrators and patient advocates. 
 
A draft of 34 safety standards was posted for six weeks of 
public comment. All 322 submitted comments were logged 
and used to select and refine the final standards set. 
 
The ASCO/ONS chemotherapy safety standards are in-
tended to reduce the risk of errors when providing patients 
with chemotherapy and to provide a framework for best 
practices in cancer care.  The standards are applicable to all 
outpatient oncology settings and can be found on the 
ASCO website at www.asco.org   and on the ONS website 
at www.ons.org  . 

ASCO has also developed an online guide of sample poli-
cies, to assist oncology practices review and development 
of policies and procedures needed to adhere to these che-
motherapy safety standards.   The sample policies are also 
available on the ASCO website. 
 
The M. D. Anderson Physicians Network will be revising 
their Chemotherapy Assessment tool, the  Provider Site 
Assessment Tool, and Medical Record Review tool to incor-
porate these new standards, and will distribute the new 
tools when the re-design is complete. 
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Breast- November 10 
Bladder/Kidney/Prostate/
Testicular- November 17 
Leukemia/Lymphoma/Myeloma - 
November 24 
Gynecology- December 15, 2009 
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Reminder:  All cases should be submitted in 
PowerPoint format the Thursday prior to 
the videoconference 

 

* The final 2010 MDAPN MPC and 
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emailed to you in the coming weeks. 

 

 
Please see page  2 for a message from 
Richard E. Champlin, M.D.  
Chairman, Department of Blood and Marrow 
Transplantation  


