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ASCO and ONS
Draft Consensus Standards for
Safe Chemotherapy Administration

The American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) and
the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) have posted for pub-
lic comment a draft document of consensus standards for
safe administration of chemotherapy to adult patients in
the outpatient setting.

In their document posted on both organizations websites,
the two professional organizations state that they have en-
gaged in this joint effort because: “Although relevant
guidelines and policy statements exist... specific require-
ments to promote patient safety have not been well-
defined by key stakeholders. The complexity of admini-
stration of antineoplastic agents, and the potential safety
issues involved, are unique to oncology care and require
careful consideration.” ASCO and ONS have encouraged
all stakeholders to become involved in finalizing these im-
portant safety standards by submitting comments.

You may also want to review the draft standards, and com-
pare your practices as a stakeholder. When the consensus
document is finished, MDAPN anticipates revising our
existing tools to reflect the Best Practices identified in the
final Standard.

To review the Draft Standard, access either the ASCO web-
site www.asco.org in the Quality Care Guidelines section,
or the ONS website www.ons.org under Clinical Practice.

MPC’ s

Upcomi ng

Thoracic/ Esophagealii April 7
Breastil April 21
Colorectal/Gastricii May 5
Melanomafi May 12
Bladder/Kidney/Prostate/Testicularii May 26
Head & Neckii June 2
Al'l MPCds will start a

Reminder: All cases should be submitted in PowerPoint
format the Thursday prior to the videoconference
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East Jefferson General Hospital
~ Dr. Christopher Blais - Palliative Care
~ Dr. Thomas Nuttli and Dr. Kenneth Smith - Pulmonary
~ Dr. Nicholas Persich and Dr. David Silvers - Gastroenterology
~ Dr. Janet Burroff and Dr. Robert Veith - Medical Oncology
Providence Hospital
~ Dr. James Simpson III, Gastroenterologist
Sacred Heart Health System
~ Dr. Michael Goodman and Dr. Paul Wang, Neurosurgery
~ Dr. Thomas Johnson and Dr. Dee McLeod, Medical Oncology
Saint Francis Medical Center
~ Dr. John Moll, Surgery
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System
~ Dr. Sharmila Mehta and Dr. Sarah Vidito, Medical Oncology
~ Dr. Amarinthia Curtis , Radiation Oncology
~ Dr. Raul Lugo, Surgery
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