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IPCT Announces New Leadership  
Dr. Waun Ki Hong, Head of the Division of Cancer Medicine, took up the charge initially to establish the Institute for Personalized Cancer Therapy (IPCT) back in 2008 and was joined by Dr. Stanley Hamilton, Head of the Division of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine as Co-Director. Their leadership pulled together investigators across the institution with enthusiastic support for Dr. John Mendelsohn’s vision of the IPCT.  In 2009, Dr. Hong stepped down as Director to serve on the IPCT Steering Committee and Dr. Hamilton continued serving as Co-director. Their dedication and hard work in getting the IPCT established is greatly appreciated. While progress has been made in establishing the necessary infrastructure, much remains to be done to bring forth comprehensive personalized cancer therapy in the clinics.  Thus, a search was initiated in 2010 to identify the new Director of the IPCT.  
After an extensive worldwide search, the IPCT at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center announced new leadership.  Dr. John Mendelsohn, President of MD Anderson, recently announced in early December that he plans to relinquish his position as President by the end of August 2011, by which time a new President is expected to be recruited and in place.  At that time, he will be taking on a new role as Co-Director of the IPCT with Gordon Mills, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Systems Biology at MD Anderson. Until Dr. Mendelsohn transitions full-time to his new role in the IPCT, Dr. Mills will be the Director of the IPCT with Dr. Mendelsohn as the Co-Director Designate. Their leadership promises to bring new life to the IPCT and to fully develop the institute to meet Dr. Mendelsohn’s original vision. Dr. Mills’ extensive experience directing the Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. & Helen C. Kleberg Center for Molecular Markers and his visionary T9 program (Ten Thousand Tumors, Ten Thousand Tests, Ten Thousand Therapies) will ensure a timely transition from research to clinic.
The IPCT also created an Executive Committee composed of Dr. Mills, Dr. Mendelsohn, a newly appointed IPCT Medical Director – Funda Meric-Bernstam, MD, and two Associate Directors:  Stanley Hamilton, MD, head of the Division of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, and Marshall Hicks, MD, head of the Division of Diagnostic Imaging.  Recognizing their important ongoing advice to the IPCT leadership, the IPCT Steering committee will be reconstituted into a formal IPCT Internal Advisory Board (IAB).  Essential guidance will also be provided by a reconstituted External Advisory Board.  Twelve liaisons have been nominated by the IPCT Steering Committee to represent specific areas of expertise across the institution:  John Weinstein, MD, PhD, Bioinformatics; J. Jack Lee, PhD, Biostatistics; W.K. Alfred Yung, MD, Cancer Medicine, Solid Tumors; Jorge Cortes, MD, Cancer Medicine, Liquid Tumors; Aman Buzdar, MD, Clinical Research Office; Patrick Hwu, MD, Immunology; Ignacio Wistuba, MD, Pathology; Laurence Cooper, MD, PhD, Pediatrics; Razelle Kurzrock, MD, Phase I; Kian Ang, MD, PhD, Radiation Oncology; Surgery and Internal Medicine liaisons pending.
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