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IPCT Announces Appointment of Funda Meric-Bernstam, M.D., as Medical Director
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Funda Meric-Bernstam, M.D., as the Medical Director of the Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Institute for Personalized Cancer Therapy (IPCT).  In this newly created leadership role, Dr. Meric-Bernstam will be responsible for the leading the clinical aspects of the IPCT, including developing collaborations with clinicians from all disciplines: optimizing biospecimen collection, processing, and discovery; coordination of personalized cancer therapy trials and laboratory studies, and helping to create and implement a model of personalized cancer care delivery. The goal of the IPCT is for MD Anderson investigators to define the new standard of patient care – making personalized cancer therapy available to each of our 30,000 new patients by the end of five years, with full third-party reimbursement based on evidence from clinical trials. This research will revolutionize the way we manage cancer patients.
Dr. Meric-Bernstam, Professor of Surgical Oncology, joined MD Anderson faculty as a surgeon-scientist in 2001 after completing her surgical oncology fellowship here, postdoctoral training at the National Institute of Health, surgical residency at the University of Michigan Medical Center, and graduating Cum Laude from Yale University School of Medicine. She has authored over 165 peer-reviewed articles in journals such as Journal of Clinical Oncology, Cancer Research, Clinical Cancer Research, Molecular Cancer Therapeutics, Annals of Surgery and Annals of Surgical Oncology, and written chapters for more than 20 books. Dr. Meric-Bernstam has given numerous lectures internationally and is committed to enhancing breast cancer care globally. Her basic, translational, and clinical experience combined with her expertise in performing targeted therapy clinical trials, numerous collaborations, and her enthusiastic involvement with the IPCT from its inception will provide an excellent foundation for this leadership role. 
Please join us in congratulating Dr. Meric-Bernstam on her new role and supporting her and the IPCT in accomplishing our important mission.

John Mendelsohn, M.D.
Gordon Mills, M.D., Ph.D.
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