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Dear Program Members, 
 
This has been an exciting year for the 
Immunology Program and the Graduate 
School.  Our Program has accepted 
nine new faculty members who bring 
cutting-edge expertise and outstanding 
resources to immunological research at 
the GSBS.  These faculty draw from UT 
MD Anderson Cancer Center and UT 
Medical School, continuing the tradition 
of diversity within our Program.  
Students in our Program have excelled 
in local and national activities, as 
evidenced by their numerous awards, 
meeting presentations and publications.  
The Graduate School itself is 
celebrating its beautiful new 
headquarters and central location in the 
Texas Medical Center.  These features 
combine to make the Immunology 
Program a dynamic and stimulating 
environment for graduate research. 
 
I hope you will enjoy the Program 
updates in each of these areas, found 
herein.  I wish you all the best of luck 
and thorough enjoyment in your 
research activities during the upcoming 
year.  As always, don’t hesitate to 
contact me with suggestions or 
comments to improve our Program. 
Excellence in graduate education and 
research are our principal goals. 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie S. Watowich, PhD 
Immunology Program Director 
 

2004-2005 Graduate Student Awards 
 
2004 American Legion Auxiliary 
Fellowship 
 

Shreya Kant  (Dr. Jeff Molldrem) 
Jason Mitchell  (Dr. Brad McIntyre) 
Athanasia D. Panopoulos (Dr.    
Stephanie S. Watowich)  

 
2004 John P. McGovern Graduate 
Student Poster Competition, 2nd place  
 

Julie Robertson (Dr. Yahuan Lou)  
 
2004 American Society of Hematology 
Travel Award 
 

Athanasia D. Panopoulos (Dr. 
Stephanie S. Watowich)  

 
2004 Vivian L. Smith Award for 
Outstanding Young Immunologist 
 

Morgan McKeller (Dr. Hector Martinez-
Valdez) 

 
2004 AACR-AFLAC Scholar-in-Training 
Award 
 

Morgan McKeller (Dr. Hector Martinez-
Valdez) 

 
 
✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲✲ 
 

Mark your calendars for the GSBS 
Retreat, Spring 2006 

 
Date: Look for announcements from 

GSBS and Immunology Program 
 



Immunology Program Travel Awards 
 
Angela Bhalla (Dr. Miles Wilkinson) 
Poster, Eukaryotic mRNA Processing Meeting, 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, August 2005 
 
Matthew Billard (Dr. Brad McIntyre) 
Poster, International Immunology Conference 
Montreal, Quebec, August 2004 
 
Jason Mitchell (Dr. Brad McIntyre) 
Poster, International Immunology Conference 
Montreal, Quebec, August 2004 
 
✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫✫  
 

Student Meeting Presentations 
 
Angela Bhalla (Dr. Miles Wilkinson) 
Poster, Eukaryotic mRNA Processing Meeting, Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory, August 2005 
 
Matthew Billard (Dr. Brad McIntyre) 
Poster, International Immunology Conference 
Montreal, Quebec, August 2004 
 
Morgan McKeller (Dr. Hector Martinez-Valdez) 
Poster, AACR Special Conference in Cancer 
Research:  Regulation of Cell Death in Oncogenesis, 
Waikoloa, Hawaii, January 2005  
 
Jason Mitchell (Dr. Brad McIntyre) 
Poster, International Immunology Conference 
Montreal, Quebec, August 2004 
 
Athanasia D. Panopoulos (Dr. Stephanie S. 
Watowich)  
Oral Presentation, American Society of Hematology 
Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA 
December 2004 
 
✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸✸  
 

Student Publications (2004-2005) 
 
Leslie, M. C. and M. Bar-Eli. 2005. Regulation of 
gene expression in melanoma: new approaches for 
treatment. J. Cell Biochem. 94:25-38. 
 
Sims-Mourtada, J. C., S. Bruce, M. R. McKeller, R. 
Rangel, L. Guzman-Rojas, K. Cain, C. Lopez, D. B. 
Zimonjic, N. C. Popescu, J. Gordon, M. F. Wilkinson 
and H. Martinez-Valdez. 2005.  The human AKNA 
gene expresses multiple transcripts and protein 
isoforms as a result of alternative promoter usage, 
splicing, and polyadenylation. DNA Cell Biol. 24:325-
38. 

 
Rangel, R., M. R. McKeller, J. C. Sims-Mourtada, C. 
Kashi, K. Cain, E. D. Wieder, J. J. Molldrem, L. V. 
Pham, R. J. Ford, P. Yotnda, C. Guret, V. Frances 
and H. Martinez-Valdez.  2005.  Assembly of the 
kappa preB receptor requires a Vkappa-like protein 
encoded by a germline transcript.  J Biol Chem.  
280:17807-17814.  
 
McKevitt, M., M. B. Brinkman, M. McLoughlin, C. 
Perez, J. K. Howell, G. M. Weinstock, S. J. Norris and 
T. Palzkill.  2005. Genome scale identification of 
Treponema pallidum antigens. Infect. Immun. 
73:4445-4450. 
 
Matsumura, Y., A. M. Moodycliffe, D. X. Nghiem, S. 
E. Ullrich and H. N. Ananthaswamy.  2005.  Inverse 
relationship between increased apoptosis and 
decreased skin cancer in UV-irradiated CD1d-/- mice.  
Photochem Photobiol,  81:46-51. 
 
Butcher, B. A., K. Leesun A, D. Panopoulos, S. S. 
Watowich, P. J. Murray and E. Y. Denkers. 2005. 
Cutting Edge: IL-10-independent STAT3 activation by 
Toxoplasma gondi mediates suppression of IL-12 and 
TNFα in host macrophages. J. Immun., 174: 3148–
3152. 
 
Ramos, G., N. Kazimi, D. X. Nghiem, J. P. 
Walterscheid and S. E. Ullrich. 2004. Platelet 
activating factor receptor binding plays a critical role 
in jet fuel-induced immune suppression.  Toxicology 
and Applied Pharmacology 195:331-338. 
 
Matsumura, Y., A. M. Moodycliffe, D. X. Nghiem, S. 
E. Ullrich and H. N. Ananthaswamy.  2004.  
Resistance of CD1d-/- mice to UV-induced skin 
cancer is associated with increased apoptosis.  Am. J. 
Path. 165:879-887. 
 
Cheng, J, D. Zhang, K. Kim, Y. Zhao, and B. Su.  
2005. Mip1, an MEKK2-interacting protein, controls 
MEKK2 dimerization and activation. Mol Cell Biol. 
25:5955-64. 
 
Cheng J, L. Yu, D. Zhang, Q. Huang, D. Spencer and 
B. Su. 2005.  Dimerization through the catalytic 
domain is essential for MEKK2 activation. J. Biol. 
Chem. 280:13477-13482.  
 
➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢➢ 
 

New Faculty 
 
Dr. Kim Schluns   Dr. Patrick Hwu           Dr. Xin Lin 
Dr. Chen Dong   Dr. Scott Druin          Dr. Ben Zhu 
Dr. Michael Braun  Dr. Xiao-Feng Qin 
Dr. Kent Christopherson II  


